
From practical 
games of 2012 


















CSABA BALOGH 


Greatest 
365 Puzzles 




Responsible editor 
Csaba Balogh 

Cover designer 
Milos Sibinovic 

Typesetting 

Piotr Pielach <www.i-press.pl> 


First edition 2012 by Chess Evolution 

Greatest 365 puzzles 
Copyright © 2012 Csaba Balogh 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval 
system or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, electrostatic, magnetic 
tape, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without prior permission of the publisher. 


isbn 978-83-934656-2-0 


All sales or enquiries should be directed to Chess Evolution 
ul. Smutna 5a, 32-005 Niepolomice, Poland 

e-mail: chessevolutionshop@yahoo.com 
website: www.chess-evolution.com 


Printed in Poland by Drukarnia Pionier, 31-983 Krakow, ul. Igolomska 12 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 


Key to symbols 

5 

Editorial Preface 

7 

Introduction 

9 

Easy 

11 

Solutions to Easy 

40 

Medium 

57 

Solutions to Medium 

89 

Hard 

ill 

Solutions to Hard 

131 

Tests 

149 

Test #1 

151 

Solutions of Test #1 

154 

Test #2 

157 

Solutions of Test #2 

160 

Test #3 

163 

Solutions of Test #3 

165 

Test #4 

169 

Solutions of Test #4 

172 

Test #5 

175 

Solutions of Test #5 

178 

Top 10 

181 

Solutions to Top 10 

185 



KEY TO SYMBOLS 


= Equality or equal chances 

± White has a slight advantage 

T Black has a slight advantage 

± White is better 

+ Black is better 

+- White has a decisive advantage 

-+ Black has a decisive advantage 

oo unclear 

s with compensation 

t; with counterplay 

t with initiative 

-» with an attack 

A with the idea 

□ only move 


N 

I 

h 

? 

?? 

i? 

?! 

+ 

# 


novelty 
a good move 
a n excellent move 
a weak move 
a blunder 

an interesing move 
a dubious move 
check 
mate 




EDITORIAL PREFACE 


As a professional chess player, I know exactly how important it is to perform 
well in tactical calculations. We face them so often, that after playing a great 
game, we can simply blunder something and throw away a safe point, causing 
ourselves sleepless nights! 

In almost 15 years of active chess career I have solved thousands of puzzles, 
like most of my gm colleagues — it is a clear must for a professional player to 
stay in a sharp shape. 

Many puzzle books are based on artificial positions or selected only for their 
beauties. The concept of my book is different. The highest priority is to use “the 
practical aspect of the puzzles” and take the level of calculation to a com¬ 
pletely new dimension. 

All the puzzles have been selected from recent games, trying to put the reader 
in the shoes of “the player”. 

The strength of the different sections also might give you the right evaluation 
of your current tactical skills and will develop them further. 

I tried to mix three things in my book: 

1. have a lot of fun by solving the puzzles, 

2. discover many new tactical ideas, 

3. and of course the direct practical use in the future games. 

A very important moment to keep in mind — all the practical motifs from 
the book can definitely be used in your future games! 


Enjoy! 



INTRODUCTION 


Useful information for the dear readers 

The book contains 365 puzzles of different level and a huge range of tactical 
ideas. All the puzzles have been collected from practical games of the first four 
months of the year 2012, from events like Wijk ann Zee, Gibraltar, Aeroflot 
Open, the European Individual Championship, etc 

The book consists of five chapters 

1. Easy (109 Puzzles) 

2. Medium (122 Puzzles) 

3. Hard (74 Puzzles) 

4. Tests (50 Puzzles) 

5. Top 10 (10 Puzzles) 

All in all 365 puzzles. 

In the “easy”, “medium” and “hard” sections, the puzzles are sorted accord¬ 
ing to the date of the current game. The “Top 10” is based on the level of 
beautiness of the puzzles. 

I advice you to finish the first three chapters of the book. Before going to the 
“Tests” section. 

The “easy” section is a good warm-up, but even here you might find some 
examples, which are not direct. For the “medium” you will need to find a si¬ 
lent place and to concentrate better, some of the puzzles are already as hard as 
a walnut. For the “hard” section you must be... hard! Some positions are very 
tough, here you should definitely pay more attention to the “smiley” helpers 
which could lead you to the right path. 




Here are your four biggest helpers 



- if you see this face, then there are two ways to victory. 



- try to find a silent move, which is usually based on 
a tactical idea 



- Your intuition is requested now. When it is impossible 
to calculate the lines until the end, you should try to 
feel that things must work out well for you. 



- it is really the time to have a deep thought. It might be, 
that the most obvious move is not the right one or the 
“main” move of the line is not the first one. 


In case You see a puzzle without a “smiley”, you need to find the right moves 
on your own. 

Each chapter has its own solution part, in some of the puzzles you will find 
word explanations as well. 



- EASY- 
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EASY 


11) 

> L. Babujian (2474) 

► S. Ter Sahakyan (2569) 
Armenian Championship 
22.01.2012 


1... -+ 



> J. Alvarez Marquez (2398) 

► V. Bologan (2680) 
Gibraltar 
24.01.2012 


( 2 ) 

> A. Motylev (2677) 

► D. Vocaturo (2545) 


Wijk aan Zee 
22.01.2012 



( 4 ) 


> V. Erdos(2634) 

► T. Coleman (2536) 
Gibraltar 
24.01.2012 


1. +/- 



1W1 «r 

±1 iiiii 
144 

"n bwb“h 



Greatest 365 puzzles 


13 


( 5 ) 

> R. Felgaer (2571) 

► A. Oberhofer (2299) 
Gibraltar 
24.01.2012 


1. +- 



( 1 ) 


> M. Parligras (2650) 

► F. El Debs (2497) 
Gibraltar 
25.01.2012 


( 6 ) 

> E. Lund (2414) 

► S. Movsesian (2700) 
Gibraltar 
24.01.2012 


1... -+ 



( 8 ) 


> J. Gallagher (2505) 

► C. Allor (2145) 
Gibraltar 
27.01.2012 


1. +- 


1. +- 
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EASY 


(91 

> M. Adams (2724) 

► D. Howell (2603) 
Gibraltar 
30.01.2012 



> A. Shirov (2710) 

► T. Baron (2498) 
Gibraltar 
30.01.2012 


( 10 ) 

> G. Sargissian (2683) 

► R. Valhondo Morales (2046) 
Gibraltar 

30.01.2012 


1. +- 



> F. Bindrich (2548) 

► W. Uhlmann (2379) 
German league 
04.02.2012 


1. +- 


1. +- 





Greatest 365 puzzles 


15 


(13) 


(14) 


> P. Hoffmann (2317) 

► L. Vogt (2410) 
German league 
04.02.2012 
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> V. Klyuner (2428) 

► P. Nikolic (2636) 
German league 
05.02.2012 


1. +- 




1 -# 

a si 



(151 


(161 


> Le Quang Liem (2714) 

► B. Savchenko (2609) 
Aeroflot Open 
07.02.2012 


1. +- 


> M. Rodshtein (2634) 

► Lu Shanglei (2516) 
Aeroflot Open 
07.02.2012 
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EASY 


> D. Khismatullin (2664) 

► Zhou Jianchao (2619) 
Aeroflot Open 
08.02.2012 


1. +- 



(19) 


( 18 ) 

> F. Caruana (2736) 

► E. Iturrizaga (2649) 
Aeroflot Open 
09.02.2012 


1. +/- 



( 20 ) 


> P. Ponkratov (2611) > S. Grigoriants (2570) 

► K. Grigoryan (2482) ► Shen Yang (2447) 

Aeroflot Open Aeroflot Open 


09.02.2012 10.02.2012 
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( 21 ) 

> F. Caruana (2736) 

► I. Khairullin (2638) 
Aeroflot Open 
11.02.2012 


( 22 ) 

> D. Dubov (2498) 

► G. Guseinov (2634) 
Aeroflot Open 
11.02.2012 
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(23) 


(24) 


> A. Jankovic (2568) 

► I. Bukavshin (2517) 
Aeroflot Open 
14.02.2012 



> G. Pap (2533) 

► S. Sjugirov (2622) 
Aeroflot Open 
14.02.2012 
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EASY 


(25) (26) 

> V. Akopian (2685) > S. Sjugirov (2622) 

► G. Gajewski (2616) ► K. Sasikiran (2700) 

Aeroflot Open Aeroflot Open 

15.02.2012 15.02.2012 
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(27) (28) 


> S. Zhigalko (2658) 

► Y. Zherebukh (2593) 
Aeroflot Open 
15.02.2012 


1... -+ 



> W. Moranda (2568) 

► G. Gajewski (2616) 
Polish Championship 
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(29) 


(30) 


> A. Rustemov (2537) 

► M. Feygin (2521) 
German league 
25.02.2012 



> A. Volokitin (2686) 

► H. Steingrimsson (2562) 
German league 
25.02.2012 
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(31) 


(32) 


> D. Abel (2427) 

► A. Gasthofer (2456) 

German league 
26.02.2012 

<g> 



> S. Bogner (2534) 

► K. Bischoff (2547) 
German league 
26.02.2012 


1. +- 
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EASY 


(33) 

> E. Sutovsky (2696) 

► A. Finkel (2499) 
Israelian league 
03.02.2012 



(35) 


> T. Likavsky (2486) 

► V. Jobava (2704) 
Austrian league 
04.03.2012 



(34) 

> Barbosa,Ev (2399) 

► Z. Andriasian (2616) 

Cappelle la Grande Cappelle la 
Grande fra 
03.03.2012 
1...-+ 



(36) 


> E. Rozentalis (2592) 

► A. Fauland (2452) 
Austrian league 
04.03.2012 
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> T. Petrosian (2643) 

► D. Arutinian (2553) 
Cappelle la Grande 
05.03.2012 



> V. Zakhartsov (2563) 

► D. Jojua (2507) 
Cappelle la Grande 
05.03.2012 

1. +- 



(39) 


(40) 


> B. Amin (2608) 

► T. Petrosian (2643) 
Cappelle la Grande 
06.03.2012 


> E. Janev (2484) 

► And. Sokolov (2577) 
Cappelle la Grande 
06.03.2012 
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EASY 


( 41 ) 

> T. Abrahamyan (2322) 

► I. Kurnosov (2657) 
Cappelle la Grande 
07.03.2012 


( 42 ) 

> J. Gunnarsson (2424) 

► Ro. Hess (2635) 
Reykjavik Open 
08.03.2012 



> D. Muse (2388) 

► H. Teske (2547) 
German league 
17.03.2012 

1... -+ 




> B. Avrukh (2591) 

► D. Navara (2700) 
Reykjvaik Open 
09.03.2012 

1... =/+ / -/+ 


VTV 


► It” 





( 45 ) 


( 46 ) 
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> M. Bluebaum (2388) 

► Z. Medvegy (2531) 
German league 
18.03.2012 




> A. Lauber (2464) 

► K. Landa (2639) 
German league 
18.03.2012 


1... -+ 
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( 47 ) 


( 48 ) 


> Iv. Saric (2643) 

► P. Czarnota (2554) 
German league 
18.03.2012 


1. +- 




> Y. Zherebukh (2580) 

► N. Firman (2517) 
German league 
18.03.2012 


1. +- 





( 49 ) 

> D. Balokas (2080) 

► H. Stefansson (2531) 
European Championship 
20.03.2012 



( 51 ) 


> R. Hovhannisyan (2600) 

► M. Codenotti (2328) 
European Championship 
20.03.2012 
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EASY 

( 50 ) 

> V. Erdos (2631) 

► V. Nedilko (2392) 
European Championship 
20.03.2012 


1. +- 



> D. Lomsadze (2338) 

► Z. Kozul (2602) 
European Championship 
20.03.2012 
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( 53 ) 


( 54 ) 


> F. Pancevski (2470) 

► A. Volokitin (2695) 
European Championship 
20.03.2012 


> Z. Kozul (2602) 

► C. Ali Marandi (2315) 
European Championship 
21.03.2012 
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( 56 ) 


> V. Durarbayli (2543) 

► I. Smirin (2657) 
European Championship 


22.03.2012 

1. +- 



w 


M 

i 1 

iiBisii 
■AH 1 



> B. Macieja (2605) 

► A 1 Manea (2381) 
European Championship 
22.03.2012 
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EASY 


( 57 ) 

> P. Simacek (2447) 

► V. Akopian (2684) 
European Championship 
22.03.2012 


( 58 ) 

> V. Akopian (2684) 

► Val Popov (2546) 
European Championship 
23.03.2012 



> N. Maiorov (2552) 

► E. Postny (2662) 
European Championship 
23.03.2012 


> T. Nedev (2492) 

► L. Pantsulaia (2595) 
European Championship 
23.03.2012 
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( 61 ) ( 62 ) 


> F. Vallejo Pons (2693) 

► T. Nabaty (2559) 
European Championship 
23.03.2012 


1. +- 



( 63 ) 


> M. Mchedlishvili (2626) 

► P. Michalik (2529) 
European Championship 
25.03.2012 


1. +- 



> A. Giri (2717) 

► F. Holzke (2508) 
European Championship 
24.03.2012 



> A. Riazantsev (2710) 

► B. Esen (2555) 
European Championship 
25.03.2012 


1. +- 
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EASY 


[65) 

> Iv. Saric (2649) 

► M. Nikolov (2550) 
European Championship 
25.03.2012 


1. +- 



(67) 


> I. Sokolov (2653) 

► V. Nevednichy (2562) 
European Championship 
27.03.2012 
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[ 66 ) 

> H. Gabuzyan (2441) 

► B. Damljanovic (2582) 
European Championship 
27.03.2012 
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( 68 ) 


> A. Mastrovasilis (2510) 

► I. Salgado Lopez (2621) 
European Championship 
28.03.2012 
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( 69 ) 


( 70 ) 


> E. Safarli (2645) 

► V. Durarbayli (2543) 
European Championship 
28.03.2012 



> M. Yilmaz (2530) 

► Bo. Vuckovic (2628) 
European Championship 
28.03.2012 



( 71 ) 


(721 


> A. Boruchvsky (2333) 

► H. Stefansson (2531) 
European Championship 


29.03.2012 
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> L. Lenic (2637) 

► V. Neverov (2544) 
European Championship 
29.03.2012 
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( 74 ) 


> G. Szabo (2553) 

► A. Petrisor (2383) 
European Championship 
29.03.2012 


> A. Korobov (2679) 

► Bo. Vuckovic (2628) 
European Championship 
30.03.2012 
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> Y. Kuzubov (2615) 

► S. Azarov (2667) 
European Championship 
30.03.2012 




> L’E. Ami (2611) 

► Y. Kryvoruchko (2666) 
European Championship 
30.03.2012 
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(77) 

> Arte Smirnov (2436) 

► J. Radulski (2552) 
European Championship 
30.03.2012 
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> Y. Kryvoruchko (2666) 

► F. Caruana (2767) 
European Championship 
31.03.2012 
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(78) 

> Z. Kozul (2602) 

► F. Pancevski (2470) 
European Championship 


31.03.2012 



(80) 


> L. D. Nisipeanu (2643) 

► S. Azaladze (2419) 
European Championship 
31.03.2012 
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EASY 


(81) 


(82) 


> Wang Yue (2702) 

► Bu Xiangzhi (2668) 
Xinghua 
02.04.2012 


1.+- 



> G. Gopal (2572) 

► T. Baron (2497) 
India-Israel rapid match 
03.04.2012 



(83) 


(84) 


> Li Shilong (2549) 

► Bu Xiangzhi (2668) 
Xinghua 
04.04.2012 
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> D. Baramidze (2612) 

► N. Grandadam (2361) 
Deizisau 
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(85) 

> T. Burg (2464) 

► K. Bischoff (2521) 
Deizisau 
09.04.2012 
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( 86 ) 

> A. Motylev (2683) 

► J. Geller (2544) 
Russian league 
09.04.2012 



( 88 ) 


> I. Ibragimov (2539) 

► B. Savchenko (2580) 
Russian league 
11.04.2012 


1... -+ 



> G. Margvelashvili (2547) 

► B. Finegold (2505) 

Saint Louis 


11.04.2012 
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EASY 


(89) 


(90) 


> P. Svidler (2744) 

► D. Jakovenko (2729) 
Russian league 
11.04.2012 

1... -+ 


> M. Matlakov (2632) 

► D. Khismatullin (2656) 
Russian league 
12.04.2012 

1. +- I 




(91) 


(92) 


> P. Eljanov (2704) 

► S. Movsesian (2702) 
Russian league 
13.04.2012 


> B. Grachev (2705) 

► A. Poluljahov (2505) 
Russian league 
13.04.2012 
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( 93 ) 


( 94 ) 


> P. Svidler (2744) 

► A. Morozevich (2765) 
Russian league 
13.04.2012 



> P. Schlosser (2591) 

► L. Vogt (2410) 
German league 
14.04.2012 



( 95 ) 


( 96 ) 


> Z. Abdumalik (2137) 

► Z. Andriasian (2616) 
Dubai Open 
15.04.2012 
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> J. Gustafsson (2642) 

► M. Venkatesh (2509) 
Bangkok Open 
15.04.2012 
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(97) 

> S. Karjakin (2766) 

► D. Kokarev (2637) 
Russian league 
15.04.2012 


1. +- 



(99) 


> S. Vysochin (2550) 

► V. Grinev (2404) 
Nabokov memorial 
19.04.2012 


(98) 

> I. Morovic Fernandez (2577) 

► Mat Latorre (2252) 
Iberoamericano Championship 
15.04.2012 

1 .+/- 
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( 100 ) 

> V. Belous (2524) 

► A. Predke (2461) 
Sochi 
21.04.2012 



1. +/- 
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( 101 ) 

> S. Bromberger (2513) 

► T. Likavsky (2486) 
Austrian league 
21.04.2012 



( 103 ) 


> V. Baklan (2612) 

► T. Sachdev (2414) 
Dubai Open 
23.04.2012 



( 102 ) 

> L. Thiede (2458) 

► S. Siebrecht (2468) 
Austrian league 
22.04.2012 



( 104 ) 


> S. Vaibhav (2494) 

► S. Maze (2577) 
Lille Open 
25.04.2012 
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(105) (106) 

> I. Bukavshin (2504) > R. Antoniewski (2559) 

► V. Fedoseev (2548) ► M. Olszewski (2539) 

Sochi Italian league 

26.04.2012 28.04.2012 


1. +- 
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(107) 

> V. Babula (2572) 

► M. Grunberg (2420) 
Austrian league 
29.04.2012 


1. +- 



(106) 


> A. Czebe (2477) 

► S> Arun Prasad (2517) 
Melaka Open 
29.04.2012 
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(1091 

> Z. Mammadov (2378) 

► G. Guseinov (2616) 
Nakhchivan Open 
29.04.2012 


1... -+ 





- SOLUTIONS - 


( 1 ) 

> L. Babujian (2474) 

► Ter S. Sahakyan (2569) 

Armenian Championship 
22.01.2012 

n...Wd2+! i2.Wxd2 cxd2+ i3.‘tt?xd2 
4 i\e 4 + H.'ttPei ^lxg5-+ 

(21 

> A. Motylev (2677) 

► D. Vocaturo (2545) 

Wijk aan Zee 
22.01.2012 

3i.e6! fs [3i...fxe6 32.®xg4+-; 31... 
^xe3 32.exf7++-] 32.£}xf5! gxfs [32... 
^xe3 33.^xe7+ Sxe7 34.®xe3+-] 
33.Sg3! 34.Wxf5 threats. 33... ±es 
[33... Sf8 34 .Wg 5 ++-] 34.Wxe5+- 

(31 

> Alvarez J. Marquez (2398) 

► V. Bologan (2680) 

Gibraltar 

24.01.2012 

i7.4i)d5! Sf7 [i7„.exd5 18. ilxe7+-] 
i8.^\xe7+ Sxe7 i9.£)d4± [Itwas even 
better to play i9.Sbi! Wf8 20.ilxe7 
Wxey 21. Wd2± with an exchange up.] 

14 ) 

> V. Erdos(2634) 

► T. Coleman (2536) 

Gibraltar 


20.es! Wxes [20...^xe5 21. ilf4 Jld6 
22.Sxd6! Wxd6 23. ^.xb7+-] 2i.ilxb7 
iLc6 22. ikxc8 Hxc8 23.Haci+- 

(51 

> R. Felgaer (2571) 

► A. Oberhofer (2299) 

Gibraltar 

24.01.2012 

33.£\xe8! [33.®xe8 Sxe8 34.^xe8±] 

33.. .1.xe5 [33...Sxd7 34.ik.xg7!+- 
Traps the queen.] 34.Wds!+- 

( 6 ) 

> E. Lund (2414) 

► S. Movsesian (2700) 

Gibraltar 

24.01.2012 

34.. .^4! 35.ilxg7 4ilxf2 36.Wxf5 

[36.‘tt?xf2 Sxg7-+] 36...Hxg7 

37.We6+ ^h7 38.1^5+ <i>h8-+ 

( 7 ) 

> M. Parligras (2650) 

► F. El Debs (2497) 

Gibraltar 

25.01.2012 

22.2Sxg7! [22.ilxh6? Jlf6] 22... 
^xg7 23.Wxh6+ <&g8 24.Wg6+ 
‘ttPhS 25.J.C3+ i-o[25.^.C3+ Jif6 
26.Jsk,xf6+ Sxf6 27.Wxf6+ Wg7 (27... 
&h7 28. Hei+-) 28.Wxg7+ < tt?xg7 
29.Sxh2+-] 


24.01.2012 
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(81 

> J. Gallagher (2505) 

► C. Allor (2145) 

Gibraltar 

27.01.2012 

28.Wxd6! Wxd6 29.Sxb7+ ^a8 
30.Sd7+ Wc6 3i.iixc6+ 2xc6 
32.Sxf7+- 

( 9 ) 

> M. Adams (2724) 

► D. Howell (2603) 

Gibraltar 

30.01.2012 

111. Sc8! Jig8112. Sc7+ il fy 113. 2 xf7+ 
&g 8 H4.Sg7+ ^8 H5.hxg41-0 

[101 

> G. Sargissian (2683) 

► R. Valhondo Morales (2046) 
Gibraltar 

30.01.2012 

The last move of Black was 39„.g2??, 
he wanted to win the game instead 
of giving perpetual check with 39... 
4li1i3+. 40.4^3! Sxg3 4i.We8+ 
< tt?h7 42.Wf7+ ‘ttPhe 43-Wf6+! £)g6 
[43...2g6 44.WI14+ 4l)1i5 45 -d 5 +-] 

44.Wxf5+- 

(111 

> A. Shirov (2710) 

► T. Baron (2498) 

Gibraltar 

30.01.2012 


(121 

> F. Bindrich (2548) 

► W. Uhlmann (2379) 

German league 
04.02.2012 

34.SXC5! Wgi The game finished 
after mutual blunders. [34...WXC5 

35. ilxg6! Se7 36.^5+ ^f8 ( 36 ... 
&h8 37 Ae6+-) 37.jl.e6! 2c7 38.Wg8+ 
&e7 39.^.g4+-] 35T4? [35.^5+! was 
the ..correct” way to win 35...‘ttPhS 

36. WI14! Wfi+ 37.‘tt?g4 fs+ 38.^5+- 

] 35-f5? 36.jk.xg6 2e7! 

37. jkf5+ ^838.^.66237=0] 36.ild5+ 
1-0 

(131 

> P. Hoffmann (2317) 

► L. Vogt (2410) 

German league 
04.02.2012 

i9.4Llg6! i-o[i9.^g6 Wc7 20.^b5+-] 

[141 

> V. Klyuner (2428) 

► P. Nikolic (2636) 

German league 
05.02.2012 

69.£)e2! [But not 69.£^3?? Wa2+ 
70.&& Wbi+ 7 i.&fe Wxg6-+] 69... 
Wa2 [69„.Wd2 70.64! transposes to 
the game] 70.64! Prepares for 71.^3 
or 7i.‘tt?e3.70...WC2 7i.‘tt?e3! 1-0 Mate 
is coming on gi. 


42.2xf6+! i-o[ 42 .Sxf 6 + 2 xf 6 
43.e5+! ^>xe5 44-C7+-] 
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(15) 

> Le Quang Liem (2714) 

► B. Savchenko (2609) 

Aeroflot Open 
07.02.2012 

25.£}xe6! [25.^h5 Wf8 26.ile4±] 
25...g6 [25„.fxe6 26.Wxe6+ ^h8 ( 26 ... 
&f8 27.^.ds+-) 27.SC8++-] 26.WC4! 
With the threat of®c8+! 26...h6 [26... 
fxe6 27.Wxe6+ ^f 8 28.jk,d5+-; 26... 
«e 7 
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27. ®c8+! We8 28.WC3! Sa2 29.^07+- 
] 27.^7! Eb 4 [27... Hc 8 28.e6+-] 

28. Wc2 nd8 29.e6+- 

(16) 

> M. Rodshtein (2634) 

► Lu Shanglei (2516) 

Aeroflot Open 
07.02.2012 

io.f4! Black has fallen into an open¬ 
ing trap, he cannot prevent g4. 10... 
Jk,g6 [io...h6 n.iixf6 ^.xf6 I2.g4±; 
io...^e411. Jixe7 Wxey 12. iixe4 dxe4 
I3.g4 ilg6 I4.f5+-] li.fs ilhs 12.£.£4! 
[i2.g4 £fxg4 i3.±xe7 Wxey I4.hxg4 
l.xg4 I5.‘tt?d2±] 12...g6 I3.g4+- 


( 17 ) 

> D. Khismatullin (2664) 

► Zhou Jianchao (2619) 

Aeroflot Open 
08.02.2012 

31. Wxh7+! [3i.^e3 £}f6+-] 31...SXI17 

32. nxh7+ <&g8 33 -g 7 l 1-0 

( 18 ) 

> F. Caruana (2736) 

► E. Iturrizaga (2649) 

Aeroflot Open 
09.02.2012 

37.C5+! Wxcs 38.2SC2! Wbs 39.SC6+ 
Wxc6 40.Jk.xc6 <&xc 6 4i.Wxe6+ 
< tt?b5 42.WC4+ < tl?b6 43-Wxb4+ &c 6 
44.WC4+ ^d6 45.Wd3± [45^4+-] 

( 19 ) 

> P. Ponkratov (2611) 

► K. Grigoryan (2482) 

Aeroflot Open 
09.02.2012 

40...Sg2+! 41.iixg2 hxg2+42.'i > xg2 
WI13+ 43/^gi Wg4+ 44.^2 Wxdi+ 

( 20 ) 

> S. Grigoriants (2570) 

► Shen Yang (2447) 

Aeroflot Open 
10.02.2012 

i9.4i>f7! Sg8 20.4i)d8+! Sxd8 

[20... < tt?a7 2i.^xe6+-] 2i.Sxd8 g5 
22 . 4 ^ 5 +- 
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(211 

> F. Caruana (2736) 

► I. Khairullin (2638) 

Aeroflot Open 
11.02.2012 

35 . 4 lIC 7 +!! & d 7 [35...SXC7 36.2xd6+! 
£fxd6 37. 2xd6#; 35...4 l)xc 7 36.2xd6+ 
2xd6 37.Hxd6#] 36.4zlxe8 ‘ttPxeS 
37.4zlxd6+ ^f8 38.bxa4+- 

( 22 ) 

> D. Dubov (2498) 

► G. Guseinov (2634) 

Aeroflot Open 
11.02.2012 

36.4zlxf5! Se5 [36...1xf4 37.1g6!+- 
(37&xe 7 + Wxe 7 38.&xf 4 +-) ] 
37.1g4 [The textmove and 37.h 4! ? 
are equally strong, but this was much 
easier to find 37„.lxf4 38.1g6 Wg 7 
39.1xf4+-] 37...C^df6 [37.-l.xf4 
38.1xf4 Sxfs 39.Wxe4+-] 



38.Sxe4! 2xe4 [38...^1xe4 39-f4!+- 
] 39.1113! Ixci 40.WXC1+- h5?! 
4i.Wg5 i ^?f7 42.^xd6+ 1-0 


( 23 ) 

> A. Jankovic (2568) 

► I. Bukavshin (2517) 

Aeroflot Open 
14.02.2012 

59 „. 4 Lle 6 ! [ 59 „. 4 L)g 6 !? also holds 
the draw, but requires some addi¬ 
tional exact moves 6o.!d4!? 2xf3+ 
6i.&g2 (6i.'&h2 2 3/4! 62. Uxg6 2 xd 4 
63.'Elxh6+ &g8 6 4 .Ehg6+ &h 7 
6s.Hxg5 Hd2+ 66.iQg3 2 ^ 3 + 6 7 .&h 4 
U.ff3!) 61...S3f4! (6i...£hh 4 + 62.‘&h2+- 
) 62.1e3 (62.Hxg6 Uxd 4 63.2x^6+ 
&g8 6 4 .Uhg6+ &h 7 65. 2x^5 2^2+ 
66. < &g3 2^3+ 6 7 .^h 4 2^3/=) 62... 
2e4 63.2xg6 2xe3 64.2xh6+ ^g 8 
65.2 hg6+ ^h7 66.2xg5 2 e2+ 67. <^?g3 
2e3+ 68.^h4 2ff3=] 6o.‘tt?g2 2xf3 
6i.2b7+ [ 6 i. 2 xe 6 2f2+ 62.‘tt?gi 2 fi+ 
63.^2 2if2+=] 6 i...‘tt?g 8 62.2xe6 

2f2+ 63.‘tt?gi 2fi+ 64.‘tt?g2 2if2+ 
65.'i > gi 2fi+ 1/2-1/2 

( 24 ) 

> G. Pap (2533) 

► S. Sjugirov (2622) 

Aeroflot Open 
14.02.2012 

37„.e4! 38.a6 [38.fxe4 Wg4+ 39.^112 
fxg3+ 40.‘tt?hi Wxh4+-+; 38.gxf4 
exf3—(-] 38...Wxa6 [38...exf3!? 39.87 
fxg2 4o.a8Q+ &i 7 4i.Wc8 Wf3—(-] 

39.gxf4 We2-+ 
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(251 

> V. Akopian (2685) 

► G. Gajewski (2616) 

Aeroflot Open 
15.02.2012 

38.£fxf5! Sd8 [38... Sxc6 39.£)h6+ 
< tt?e7 40.Hxf8 < tt?xd7 4i.^g4+-] 
39 . 4 fe 3 +! ‘ttPed 40^5! ‘ttPdd 4 i. 4 l)xc 4 + 
< tt?C5 42.Cfxe5 < tt?xb5 43.a3 [43.SCI+-] 

43.. .‘tt?c5 44.Hdi 1-0 

(261 

> S. Sjugirov (2622) 

► K. Sasikiran (2700) 

Aeroflot Open 
15.02.2012 

26.. . Sxh4! 27. Sxh4 iLxgs 28. Hhe4! 
iLxe3+ [28...d5 29.f4 dxe4 3o.fxg5 Se8 
3i.ild4=] 29.Sxe3 Jla6! 30.He7 
ilxc4 31.jk.xc4 4 l)xc 4 32.Sxd7 [32. 
Sxh7 d6/] 32...h5= /=/+, Black even¬ 
tually managed to win the game. 

(271 

> S. Zhigalko (2658) 

► Y. Zherebukh (2593) 

Aeroflot Open 
15.02.2012 

28.. .£fd2! o-i[28...£)d2 29.HeiHci-+ 

(29...§hxbi 3o.Uxbi 4 l )fs~+) ] 

(281 

> W. Moranda (2568) 

► G. Gajewski (2616) 

Polish Championship 
23.02.2012 


i6.4l)C 4! Black cannot save his d5 
pawn. 16...a4 [i6...Se8 i7.£)xb6 
Wxb6 i8.^1xd5 ^lxd5 19. jk,xd5 jk,xd5 
20.Sxd5±; i6...£)a8 i7.£)xd5! £}xd5 
18.jk.xd5 jkxds I9.e4+-] I7.^1xb6 
Wxb6 i8.£fxd5 <£)xd5 19. jtxds 
jtxds 20.Sxd5 axb3 2i.axb3± 

(291 

> A. Rustemov (2537) 

► M. Feygin (2521) 

German league 
25.02.2012 

32.£)f6! Sxf6 [32...^.xf6 would 
have been the only move 33. jk,xf6+ 
^?g8 34.Se3l± with a clear advan¬ 
tage.; 32...Wxe7? 33.®xh7#] 33. jk,xf6 
Hf8 34-^xf 5 ! ilxf6 35-^xe6 Wg7 
[35-..^xe6 36.Sxf6+-; 35...jk,xh4 
36. Sxf8+ ^g7 37. Jkxdy jkxei 38. Sb8 
±xa5 39.Sxb7+-] 36.Wh3+- [36. 
Wf4!+- was even easier.] 

(301 

> A. Volokitin (2686) 

► H. Steingrimsson (2562) 

German league 
25.02.2012 

25.^b6! < tt?xb6 26.Hxd8 &ay 2y.^d$ 
c6 28.^4! cxd5 29.'^ > xe5+- d43o.g5 
e3 3i.f6 gxf6+ 32.gxf6 1-0 

( 31 ) 

> D. Abel (2427) 

► A. Gasthofer (2456) 

German league 
26.02.2012 


5i.Wd4! 1-0 
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(321 

> S. Bogner (2534) 

► K. Bischoff (2547) 

German league 

26.02.2012 

30.4Llh6! [30.Sc2±] 30...Wxf4 

31.4lI xf7+ &S 7 32.exf4 < ^?xf7 33. He3! 
i-o[33.Se3 Sc8 34.SC2+-; 33.SC2 

^d 3 ] 

(331 

> E. Sutovsky (2696) 

► A. Finkel (2499) 

Israelian league 

03.02.2012 

2i.Hxe7+! 4Llxe7 22.Wxe7+ ^b8 
23.Sa3l! 1-0 

(34) 

> Ev Barbosa (2399) 

► Z. Andriasian (2616) 

Cappelle la Grande Cappelle 
la Grande fra 
03.03.2012 

20... Jixb2+! [20...C3 21 . 4 l)xc 3 Hb8!- 
+] 2i.‘^ > xb2 Sb8+ 22.^a2 C^lb4+! 

23. Wxb4 [23.^52 ^d3+ 24.^?a2 

Sb2+ I’j.'&a.i Wxa3#] 23 ...Hxb 4 

24. ikd2 Shb8 0-1 

(35) 

> T. Likavsky (2486) 

► V. Jobava (2704) 

Austrian league 

04.03.2012 


ter 26...£ih2+! ly.'&ei ilxc2 28.Wxc2 
£}f3+ 29.^?e2 (29.^di Wh4~+) 29... 
^Llgi++] 26...ikxc2 2y.Wxci Wh4! 
28.^e2 Wxh3 29.We4 4Llh2!-+ 

(36) 

> E. Rozentalis (2592) 

► A. Fauland (2452) 

Austrian league 

04.03.2012 

25.2^3! Wei+ [25...^?g8 26.Hf3+-] 

26.^C2 g5 27.Wf5+ ^g8 28.We6+ 
&f8 29.Hh3 1-0 

(37) 

> T. Petrosian (2643) 

► D. Arutinian (2553) 

Cappelle la Grande 

05.03.2012 

55.4l)xc5+! 4l)xc 5+ 56.^4 ^?d5 [56... 
^tMy 57.^?xf5+-] 57.^xf5 & d 6 58^5! 
[58.^f6? Cig4+ 59.^5 4 l)C 5 6o.h5 
^e6=] 58...C)f7 59.^6 ^Llh6 [59... 
^e5 6o.h6+-] 60.^g6! £}g4 6i.h6 
^e7 62.h7 4 lIC5+ 63. &gy £)fy 64^4! 
i-o[64.h8Q? ^ixh8 65.^?xh8 ^?f6=] 

(38) 

> V. Zakhartsov (2563) 

► D. Jojua (2507) 

Cappelle la Grande 

05.03.2012 

46.€}xg6! Wb2+ [46...fxg6 
47 .Sxc 4!+- is the point!] 47.Wxb2 
Cixb2 48.^lf4+- 


25... J.e4l26.Wc3 [26.Wdi was better 
chance, but still Black wins a pawn af- 
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(39) 

> B. Amin (2608) 

► T. Petrosian (2643) 

Cappelle la Grande 
06.03.2012 

37 . 2 xc 7 +! Axc 7 38.JI.C5+ ^e6 
39. ±xb4= 

(40) 

> E. Janev (2484) 

► And. Sokolov (2577) 

Cappelle la Grande 
06.03.2012 

33.. .2xf2! 34.Wxb2 [34.il.xf2 Wxf2 
35„.2g6 threats 35.115 ®f4+! 36.^?gi 
2e5!-+] 34„.Sxb2-+ 

(41) 

> T. Abrahamyan (2322) 

► I. Kurnosov (2657) 

Cappelle la Grande 
07.03.2012 

34.. .2xe4! o-i[34...2xe4 35-fxe4 
Wgi+ 3 6Mei Wxg 4 +-+] 

(42) 

> J. Gunnarsson (2424) 

► Ro. Hess (2635) 

Reykjavik Open 
08.03.2012 

27.. .5xbi! 28.SxbiSa2! o-i[ 28 ... 2 a 2 
29 .Sbdi Sxd2! 3o.Sxd2 iLxe4-+] 

(43) 

> B. Avrukh (2591) 

► D. Navara (2700) 

Reykjvaik Open 
09.03.2012 


23.. .5.e4! 24.Sxe4 Wxdi 25.2d4 

[ 2 5 .Sxc 4 ? Wd 5 +-+] 2 5 ...Ih 5 ! 

26. Wei [26.f5 Wxfs! This had to be 
foreseen, otherwise 2h4 is crushing. 

27. Wxf5 £le3+ 28.^3 €ixf5+] 26... 
Wfs 27. ilh4 [27.We7 £ie3+! 28.Wxe3 
®xf6+] 27„.b5+ 

( 44 ) 

> D. Muse (2388) 

► H. Teske (2547) 

German league 
17.03.2012 

37.. .C5! 38.bxc5 b4! 39.C6 ^ey! 40x7 
^d7 0-1 

( 45 ) 

> M. Bluebaum (2388) 

► Z. Medvegy (2531) 

German league 
18.03.2012 

io8.Wbi+! ^f2 [io8...Wfi+ leads to 
drawn pawn endgame i09.Wxfi+ 
^xfi no.g4! hxg4+ ( no...e4 iu.gxh5= ) 
m. < ^?xg4=] 109.^5+ Wf3 no.Wc2+ 
tl?ei in.Wci+ r &ei 112.Wc2+ tl?e3 
113.WC3+ ^e4 114.WC6+ ^e3 115. 
Wc3+ 1/2-1/2 

( 46 ) 

> A. Lauber(2464) 

► K. Landa (2639) 

German league 
18.03.2012 

18.. .bs! I9.ilxg7 [i9.4l)C 3 2xe5-+] 

19.. .bxa4-+ 
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( 47 ) 

► Iv. Saric (2643) 

► P. Czarnota (2554) 

German league 
18.03.2012 

23.Wf4l! with the idea of ila4. 

23.. .WC6 24.Hee5! 1-0(24.Hees 
Wb6 (24...Jld6 25.&.a4+-) 25.HXC5 
Ixc5 26 .Hxc5 Wxcs 27.''i r b8+ ^dy 
28. Aa4++-] 

( 48 ) 

► Y. Zherebukh (2580) 

► N. Firman (2517) 

German league 
18.03.2012 

27.Wxf6! 1-0(27. Wxf6 gxf6 28.iLxf6+ 
&g8 29 .Sg 4 ++-] 

( 49 ) 

► D. Balokas (2080) 

► H. Stefansson (2531) 

European Championship 
20.03.2012 

21.. .^xf2! [2i...Sxf2l is just a trans¬ 
position 22.Hxf2 £ixf2 23.^xf2 (23. 
lkxb7 Exe2!-+) ] 22.Sxf2 Hxf2 
23 • ‘ttpxf2 J^LXg2—h 

(50) 

► V. Erdos (2631) 

► V. Nedilko (2392) 

European Championship 
20.03.2012 

26.Hxd7! Wxd7 27.Cib6 Wey [27... 
Wb 7 28.^xa8 If8 2 9 .bxc 5 Wxa8 
30.e6+-] 28.^)xa8 Hf8 [28... ^.a7 


29. e6! Wxe6 ( 29...fxe6 30.^07!) 

30. £)c7 Wxe4+ 3i.Wf3+-] 29.^b6+- 

(51) 

> R. Hovhannisyan (2600) 

► M. Codenotti (2328) 

European Championship 
20.03.2012 

23.fxe6! fxe6 24.<£lxe6! Hxe6 
25.iLxd5 Hae8 26.iLxe6+ 1-0(26. 
Axe6+ Hxe6 27.Hd8+ S&f7 28.^4+ 
^ey (28...^g6 29.W/5+ &h6 30. 

2 9 .Wf8#] 

(52) 

> D. Lomsadze (2338) 

► Z. Kozul (2602) 

European Championship 
20.03.2012 

54. Hb6! &e5 55. Sxd6! ^xd6 56.‘^?g3 
f ^?C 7 57. ^4 r ^d6 58. ^5 r £ey 59 .g 5 
^7 6o.g6+ ^g7 6i.^g5 1-0 

(53) 

> F. Pancevski (2470) 

► A. Volokitin (2695) 

European Championship 
20.03.2012 

41. jtxd6! £\b7 (4i...Wxd6 42.Wxf7+ 
^?h8 43 .Se 7 +-] 42 .iLe 7 llf 843 .iLf 6 + 
^?g8 44.Wxh4 k,xf6 45.gxf6 1-0 
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(54) 

> Z. Kozul (2602) 

► C. Ali Marandi (2315) 

European Championship 
21.03.2012 

i9.Hxe6! [19. Jlxe6 fxe6 20.Hxe6 
Wf4+ 21. ‘ttPbi Jlf6±] I9...fxe6 
20.Sxe6 Wf4+ 2i.‘tt?bi b5 22. Jla2 
b4 [22...‘tt?h8 23.^e5+-] 23.axb4 ‘ttPhS 
24 . 4 ie 5 +- 

(55) 

> V. Durarbayli (2543) 

► I. Smirin (2657) 

European Championship 
22.03.2012 

34 -d 7 ! &f 5 [ 34 -^g 7 35-^5+-; 34 - 
±xd7 35 .^ 5 +- (35.Hx/7+-) ] 35-Wgs 
1-0 

(56) 

> B. Macieja (2605) 

► Al. Manea (2381) 

European Championship 
22.03.2012 

I5.^.xh7+! ^xh7 i6.Wxf8 1-0 

(57) 

> P. Simacek (2447) 

► V. Akopian (2684) 

European Championship 
22.03.2012 

30... Jld4! 3i.Hxd4 £)xe2+ 32.Wxe2 

Hxd4 33.^xe6 Hd6! 34.^5 Wd8!-+ 


( 58 ) 

> V. Akopian (2684) 

► Val. Popov (2546) 

European Championship 
23.03.2012 

28.Wh5! 1-0(28. Whs Wxfs 29.He7+ 
^g8 30 .Wf 7 + ^118 3i.Wg7#] 

( 59 ) 

> N. Maiorov (2552) 

► E. Postny (2662) 

European Championship 
23.03.2012 

24.. .11xf3! [24...Wxh2! leads to 
the same perpetual check 25.Hxe2 
Jlxf3! 26.gxf3 Whi+=] 25.gxf3 Wxh2 
26.Hxe2 Whi+ 27.‘*t?f2 Wh2+ 28. «t?fi 
Whi+ 29. < tt?f2 Wh2+ 1/2-1/2 

( 60 ) 

> T. Nedev (2492) 

► L. Pantsulaia (2595) 

European Championship 
23.03.2012 

29.. .Cixf2! 0-1(29...^xf2 30.Hfxf2 
Hxc2! 3i.Hxc2 Sdi#] 

( 61 ) 

> F. Vallejo Pons (2693) 

► T. Nabaty (2559) 

European Championship 
23.03.2012 

21. f3+! ‘*t?d3 [2i... < cl?xd5 22.Hd6#j 

22. Hdi+ ( tl?c2 23. Sd2+ ‘ttPbi 24.^3+ 
‘ttPai 25.34! 1-0 With an incredible fi¬ 
nal position! 
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( 65 ) 

> Iv. Saric (2649) 

► M. Nikolov (2550) 

European Championship 
25.03.2012 

i2.b4! 4i\xb4 13.4^3! Wa4 i4.cxb4 
Wxb 4 + i5.Wd2+- 


( 62 ) 

> A. Giri (2717) 

► F. Holzke (2508) 

European Championship 
24.03.2012 

27.. .^1C5! 28.Wg2 [28.Wxb4 ®h3+-+] 

28.. .]Ixdi+ 29.Sxdi Wxf5-+ 

( 63 ) 

> M. Mchedlishvili (2626) 

► P. Michalik (2529) 

European Championship 
25.03.2012 

27.^3! i-o[27.Sh3 Sxh3 28.Wf6+ 
^?h7 29 .Wg 7 #] 

( 64 ) 

> A. Riazantsev (2710) 

► B. Esen (2555) 

European Championship 
25.03.2012 


( 66 ) 

> H. Gabuzyan (2441) 

► B. Damljanovic (2582) 

European Championship 
27.03.2012 

24.£}f5! [24.^06! is exactly the same.] 

24„.Wxe3 25 . 4 i>xe 7 +! ^8 26.fxe3! 
4 Dac 4 [26... < ^’xe7 27.Axa5+-] 27.bxc4 
&xe7 28.05! dxcs 29.d6+! ^fS 
30.^1xc5 Sd8 3i.^lb7! Hb8 32.SC7+- 

( 67 ) 

> I. Sokolov (2653) 

► V. Nevednichy (2562) 

European Championship 
27.03.2012 

26. £\exf7! [26.^xg6! fxg6 27.®xg6 
Sf6 transposes to the game(27. ,.^\/6 
28.!£ld6!! exd6 29. Se7+-)] 26...Hxf7 

27. Wxg6 Ef6 28.Wh7+ ^f8 29. Jle5!+- 
Ac 8 30. iixf6 exf6 31. Wg61-0 


5o.iLe6! 1-0 
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( 68 ) 

> A. Mastrovasilis (2510) 

► I. Salgado Lopez (2621) 

European Championship 
28.03.2012 

i3.£)d7! £\g6 [i3„.Wxd7 i4.ilxh7+! 
£)xh7 (14. ,.^h8 15.JL/5+ + -) 

i5.Wxd7+-] I4.^xf8 ^xf8 I5.ild2± 

( 69 ) 

> E. Safarli (2645) 

► V. Durarbayli (2543) 

European Championship 
28.03.2012 

27.. .HC5! [27... < ^’c6? 28.axb6! axb6 
(28...&xb5??29^7!) 29.Sb3=] 28.2b3 
[28.SXC5 bxcs! 29.^62 ^06 3o.‘<l?d3 

^5-+] 28...nxa5+ 

( 76 ) 

> M. Yilmaz (2530) 

► Bo Vuckovic (2628) 

European Championship 
28.03.2012 

31.. . JLh6! 32.Hxd4 21x65!+ 

( 71 ) 

> A. Boruchvsky (2333) 

► H. Stefansson (2531) 

European Championship 
29.03.2012 

We could have expected some sac¬ 
rifices on the kingside, but the solu¬ 
tion is on the other side of the board. 
22.Sa2!+- 


( 72 ) 

> L. Lenic (2637) 

► V. Neverov (2544) 

European Championship 
29.03.2012 

32.Sxg7+! Wxg7 [32...^xg733.Sgi+ 
it?f8 (33. ,.^h7 34.Wg6+ &h8 

35.Wg8#) 34.WC8+ &e7 35.WXC7+ 
4 ?e 8 36.WC8+ ^7 37.We6+ <£d8 
38.1.a5++-] 33.1gi+- 

( 73 ) 

> G. Szabo (2553) 

► A. Petrisor (2383) 

European Championship 
29.03.2012 

28...Wxd4+! o-i[28...Wxd4+ 29.^hi 
Wxdi+! 3o.ilxdi Sfi#; 28... ilxd4+? 
29 . < ^ > hi] 

( 74 ) 

> A. Korobov (2679) 

► Bo Vuckovic (2628) 

European Championship 
30.03.2012 

37.Hxh7+! < ^ > xh7 38.2Ih4+! Cixh4 
39.Wxd6 With the doublethreat of 
Wxf8 and ile 4 + 39... Hxds 40.Wxf8 
1-0 

( 75 ) 

> Y. Kuzubov (2615) 

► S. Azarov (2667) 

European Championship 
30.03.2012 


5i...^e3! 52. Ab6+ 0-1 
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[761 

> L’E. Ami (2611) 

► Y. Kryvoruchko (2666) 

European Championship 
30.03.2012 

30...®e4+! 31.^2 Sds! 0-1 

[771 

> Arte Smirnov (2436) 

► J. Radulski (2552) 

European Championship 
30.03.2012 

26.^xe5! ilxdi 27.4lIxc6! 1-0(27. 
4 l)xc 6 Se8 28.Wd4!+-] 

( 78 ) 

> Z. Kozul (2602) 

► F. Pancevski (2470) 

European Championship 
31.03.2012 

38^7! 4il5b6 (38...4l)C5 39^x05 dxcs 
40.SXC5+-; 38...Sxb7 39.Sc8+ <*Siy 
40.4L>g5#] 39.SC7! Zugzwang, since 
the only possible move < tl?f7 runs 
into ilxb6 ^lxb6 39...h6 [39... 

&y 4o.ilxb6 4ulxb6 41.<£^4 ^ds 
42 . 4 l 1 c 6 ! 4 l 1 xc 7 43.^lxb8+-] 40.‘^?h2 
4^d5 41. Sc8+ ^fy 42.^d8+! 1-0 
£k6+ is the next. 

( 79 ) 

> Y. Kryvoruchko (2666) 

► F. Caruana (2767) 

European Championship 
31.03.2012 


26 .Sfi±; 24 ...‘it?xf 7 25 .ilxf 4 ± Wxf4? 
26.Wds++-] 25.^.d5?! [25.^.b3l± 
would have given big advantage!] 
25...£ixd5 26.®xd5 Sa5l± Black was 
close to equalize, but eventually he 
lost the game. 

( 80 ) 

> L. D. Nisipeanu (2643) 

► S. Azaladze (2419) 

European Championship 
31.03.2012 

36.f6!+- 1-0 Picturesque final posi¬ 
tion! 

( 81 ) 

> Wang Yue (2702) 

► Bu Xiangzhi (2668) 

Xinghua 

02.04.2012 

28.Wxb3! Sxb3 29.bxa3! Sxc3+ 
30.‘tl?b2 Sxe3 [30...SC4 3i.‘tt?b3+-] 
3i.Sxe3+- 

( 82 ) 

> G. Gopal (2572) 

► T. Baron (2497) 

India-Israel rapid match 
03.04.2012 

41.7+! ^?g8 42.^f6+! ^f8 
43.Sh8+! 1-0(43.Sh8+ ^xh8 

44 -Wg 8 #] 


24.^.xf7+! r ^g7 [24„.Wxf7 25.ilxf4 

£xfi (2 5 ...Wxf 4 ? 26.Wd 5 + + -) 
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( 83 ) 

> Li Shilong (2549) 

► Bu Xiangzhi (2668) 

Xinghua 

04.04.2012 

20.. .4.)xf3+! 2i.Wxf3 [2i.gxf3 Wg3+ 

22. ?l?e2 Hxg5-+] 2i...Hxg5+ 

( 84 ) 

> D. Baramidze (2612) 

► N. Grandadam (2361) 

Deizisau 

09.04.2012 

23. Hxh7! ^?xh7 [23„.fxg5 24.Wh3 
Wxh3 25. Hxh3±] 24.Wh5+ ^g8 
25.Wxg6+ 4 i)g 7 26.Wh7+ ^{7 
27.g6+! Very important! Only in 
this way White gets an advantage. 
[27.ilg6+ ^e7 28.Wxg7+ ‘t&dS'*’] 

27.. .^eS [27 ...'xSey 28.Wxg7+ <^?d6 
29.C^e2!?±] 28.Wxg7 Hg8 29.Wh7 
4 lT 8 30.WC7 £}d7 3i.^e2! &e7 
32.^g3 1-0 

( 85 ) 

> T. Burg (2464) 

► K. Bischoff (2521) 

Deizisau 

09.04.2012 

30 .. .b5! 3i.4i)gi [3i.axb5 axb5 32 .ilxb 5 

jLxb 5 33.Wxb 5 Wfi+ 34-^gi Wxb 5 - 

+] 3i...bxc4 32.WXC4+ ‘ttPdS—h 

( 86 ) 

> A. Motylev (2683) 

► J. Geller (2544) 

Russian league 
09.04.2012 


28.WC4! Had8 29.Hxd5 Wxd5 [29... 
Hxd5 3o.Sdi+-] 3o.Hdi! Wxc4 
3i.Hxd8+ ^h7 32.bxc4+- 

( 87 ) 

> I. Ibragimov (2539) 

► B. Savchenko (2580) 

Russian league 
11.04.2012 

33...Wxfi+! 34. < fecfi Jlxg2+! 0-1 

( 88 ) 

> G. Margvelashvili (2547) 

► B. Finegold (2505) 

Saint Louis 
11.04.2012 

17.83!! This is the only move order 
which wins the d4 bishop. [i7.Hxd4? 
Hxd4 i8.a3 Wd6!] 17...Wes i8.Hxd4! 
Hxd4 19.^.e3 Hed8 2o.^Llxd4 [20. 
b4+-] 20...Hxd4 21.Sdi Hxdi 

22.iLxC5+- 

( 89 ) 

> P. Svidler (2744) 

► D. Jakovenko (2729) 

Russian league 
11.04.2012 

25„.Wxf4! 0-1 Black had winning 
position anyway, but this is the one, 
after which White has to surren¬ 
der immediately.[25...Wxf4 26.Hxdi 
iLxdi+ 27. ( &X&\ Sd8+ 28.&e2 (28. 
&C2 Wd2+ 29.&b3 E.b8 +-+) 28... 
Hd2+ 29.‘tt?ei Hc2l—1)-] 
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190 ) 

> M. Matlakov (2632) 

► D. Khismatullin (2656) 

Russian league 
12.04.2012 

32. Hxg6 + ! [32.ile6+ Wxe6 

33. Wxf8+! ^?xf8 34.dxe6±] 32...hxg6 
33.Sh8+!! ^g7 [33...^?xh8 34.WI16+ 
&g8 35.Wxg6+ <^h8 36.Wh7#] 

34. Wh6+ ^f6 35.Sxf8+ ^?e7 In 
timetrouble White missed some 
forced mates, but he won the game 
anyway. 36.Wg7+ [36.d6+ < tl?xd6 
37 .Wf 4 ++-] 36...‘^ > d6 37 . 1 f 6 ++- [37. 
Wf6+! <^C5 38.IC8+ ^5 39.HC6+ 
^?a5 40.Sa8++-] 

191 ) 

> P. Eljanov (2704) 

► S. Movsesian (2702) 

Russian league 
13.04.2012 

2i...£}e4l! 22. ild4! Other moves 
would have lost a piece. [22.ilxd6 
^xd6-+] 22...e6 [22... Sc8 was even 
more accurate 23^3 e6+] 23.Sfdi 
exd5+ Black had a healthy pawn up. 

(921 

> B. Grachev (2705) 

► A. Poluljahov (2505) 

Russian league 
13.04.2012 

24.4^7! i-o[24.^d7 Sfc8 ( 24... 
Ue8 25.4^7+/+-) 25.^xf6+! gxf6 
26.^e7+!+-] 


(931 

> P. Svidler (2744) 

► A. Morozevich (2765) 

Russian league 
13.04.2012 

22.. . itf4+! The king has no good 
square to leave from the check. 
23.^C2 [23.^di Jlg4+=] 23...ilb7!! 
24.ik.xb7 [24.2xa8?! ilxe4+] 24... 
Sxh8 25.jk.d5 Due to the oppo¬ 
site colored bishops, all the moves 
lead to draw now. 25...Hd8 [25... 
Hxli2 26.Hxh2 iLxh2 27. ik,xf7=] 

26. Hdi [26. jk,xf7Hd2+=] 26...ik,xh2 

27. jk,xf7 Sf8 28. jk,d5Sxf2+ 29.Sd2 
Sxd2+ 30.^xd2 jk,e5 3i.b3 iLf6 1/2- 
1/2 

(941 

> P. Schlosser (2591) 

► L. Vogt (2410) 

German league 
14.04.2012 

39-Sxd4l exd4 40 . 4 l\C 5 Wey 4i.^lxb7 
Wxb 7 42. Wxd 4 ± 

(951 

> Z. Abdumalik (2137) 

► Z. Andriasian (2616) 

Dubai Open 
15.04.2012 

30.. .5xg3! [But not 3o...^g4+? 
3i.^?xh3 Sh5+ 32. < tt?g2 SI12+ 33.^1! 
and White survives by miracle.] 
3 i. 4 L>xf 6 + ik,xf6 32.Wxe8+ ^g7 0-1 
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( 96 ) 

> J. Gustafsson (2642) 

► M. Venkatesh (2509) 

Bangkok Open 
15.04.2012 

27.. .1k,d3! 28 .£}xc 2 [28.Wb7 Wci!-+] 

28.. .11xa6 29.^b4 [29.SC1 Jld3-+] 

29.. .11xfi 30.'i > xfi Sc5-+ 

( 97 ) 

> S. Karjakin (2766) 

► D. Kokarev (2637) 

Russian league 
15.04.2012 

The last move was 65... < £lf6-h5. After 
6 hours of defending, Black ran out 
of energy and blundered. 66. Sxh5+! 
[66.2xh5+ ‘ttPxhs 67.2 hi#] 

( 98 ) 

> I. Morovic Fernandez (2577) 

► Mat Latorre (2252) 
Iberoamericano Championship 
15.04.2012 

I4.^xa5! ^xa5 [14... ilxfi 15.4 lIxc 6+-] 
I5.ilxa6± 

( 99 ) 

> S. Vysochin (2550) 

► V. Grinev (2404) 

Nabokov memorial 
19.04.2012 

25.2dxd5! Why [25„.exd5 26.Wxc8+ 
2xc8 27.2xa6+-] 26.2db5! We4 
2 7 .We 3 Wc2 28. Wei 1-0 


( 100 ) 

> V. Belous (2524) 

► A. Predke (2461) 

Sochi 

21.04.2012 

2i.2xh7! Wxh7 [2i...fxg4 22.2h8+ 
<^?g7 23 . 2 ih 7 #] 22.WC4+ Wf7 

23.2h8+! ‘i’xhS 24.Wxf7 Jk,xc5 
25.e6! White gets a technically win¬ 
ning position in both s. 25„.b6 [25... 
Jlxe6 26.Wxe6+-] 26.We8+ 4?g7 
27.WC6 l.xe6 28.Wxa8+- 

( 101 ) 

> S. Bromberger (2513) 

► T. Likavsky (2486) 

Austrian league 
21.04.2012 

27. £}f8+! i-o[27.^f8+ ^h8 {2y...Hxf8 

28. gxh4+-) 28.WI16#] 

( 102 ) 

> L. Thiede (2458) 

► S. Siebrecht (2468) 

Austrian league 
22.04.2012 

25...e4l! 26.ile3 [26.dxe4 4Llxe2+ 
2y.^)xe2 Sxd2—26.^1xe4 £lxe2+ 
27- < tt?g2 f5-+] 26...exd3 27. ilxd4 dxe2 
[27„.cxd4—t-] 28.^xe2 cxd4—t- 

( 103 ) 

> V. Baklan (2612) 

► T. Sachdev (2414) 

Dubai Open 
23.04.2012 
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27 . 4 z)xf 7 ! < ^ > xf7 28.Wg6+ ‘t&fS 
29.Hg3! Ad6 30.iixf6+- 

1104) 

> S. Vaibhav (2494) 

► S. Maze (2577) 

Lille Open 
25.04.2012 

i 7 .nxf6+! Wxf6 iS.Sfi Wxfi+ 
i 9 .'tt?xfi+- 

(1051 

> I. Bukavshin (2504) 

► V. Fedoseev (2548) 

Sochi 

26.04.2012 

26.fxe5! Wd3 [26...^1xh5 27.2xf8#; 
26...Wxfi 27.exf6+-] 27.Wh4 [27. 
Sf3+-] 27...Hg4 28.Wh3+- 

[1061 

> R. Antoniewski (2559) 

► M. Olszewski (2539) 

Italian league 
28.04.2012 

38.4L)ef5+! ikxfs [38...gxfs 39.Wxg5+ 
< tt?f8 40 .Wxh 4 +-] 39.Cixf5+! gxf5 
4Q. , 'i r xg5+ ^f8 4i.''i r xh4+- 


(1071 

> V. Babula (2572) 

► M. Grunberg (2420) 

Austrian league 
29.04.2012 

Black was hoping for winning the 
a4 knight, but... 22.Wb6! Jlxa4 

23. Jlxe6+ ^f8 [23...‘tt?h8 24.Sd8+ 
±f 8 2 5 .Sxf8+! Sxf8 26.Wxa 7 +-] 

24. Hd8+ Hxd8 [24.,.‘tt?e7 25.Wd6+ 
< tt?f6 26.iixc4+ ^f5 27. Wf4#] 

25. Wxd8+ i-o[25.Wxd8+ ile8 

26. Wd6#] 

[1061 

> A. Czebe (2477) 

► S. Arun Prasad (2517) 

Melaka Open 
29.04.2012 

24>Sd8+! 1-0 

1100 ) 

> Z. Mammadov (2378) 

► G. Guseinov (2616) 

Nakhchivan Open 
29.04.2012 

28 ...£)g 3 !! o-i[28...4L)g3 29.fxg3 fxg3+ 
30.‘tt?xg3 Wf4#] 
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( 2 ) 


> D. Navara (2705) 

► T. Polak (2546) 
Czech Extraliga 
07.01.2012 


> L’E Ami (2596) 

► S. Tiviakov (2677) 
Wijk aan Zee 
14.01.2012 
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(4) 


> K. Lahno (2557) 

► S. Ernst (2606) 
Wijk aan Zee 
14.01.2012 
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> D. Navara (2712) 

► V. Topalov (2770) 
Wijk aan Zee 
14.01.2012 
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> M. Carlsen (2835) 

► L. Aronian (2805) 
Wijk aan Zee 
16.01.2012 


> H. Nakamura (2759) 

► D. Navara (2712) 
Wijk aan Zee 
19.01.2012 



> J. Timman (2571) 

► S. Ernst (2606) 
Wijk aan Zee 
19.01.2012 


1. +- 



> M. Ragger (2655) 

► V. Kunin (2537) 
Austrian League 


21.01.2012 
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Medium 


(9) (10) 

> M. Bosboom (2394) > V. Gashimov (2761) 

► D. Fridman (2660) ► D. Navara (2712) 

Gibraltar Wijk aan Zee 

24.01.2012 24.01.2012 



> N. Getz (2408) 

► M. Vachier Lagrave (2699) 
Gibraltar 

24.01.2012 




> T. Baron (2498) 

► N. Short (2677) 
Gibraltar 
25.01.2012 

1... -+ 
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( 13 ) 


( 14 ) 


> C. Hanley (2421) 

► H. Koneru (2589) 
Gibraltar 
25.01.2012 


> S. Mamedyarov (2747) 

► T. Nabaty (2563) 
Gibraltar 
25.01.2012 


1... -+ 


1. +- 
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( 16 ) 


> M. Adams (2724) 

► D. Fridman (2660) 
Gibraltar 
26.01.2012 


> R. Felgaer (2571) 

► V. Bologan (2680) 
Gibraltar 
26.01.2012 
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Medium 


( 17 ) 


( 18 ) 


> N. Huschenbeth (2518) 

► R. Valhondo Morales (2046) 
Gibraltar 

26.01.2012 


> A. Shirov (2710) 

► M. Muzychuk (2484) 
Gibraltar 
26.01.2012 
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( 19 ) 


( 20 ) 


> D. Andreikin (2688) 

► R. Yandarbiev (2391) 
Gibraltar 
28.01.2012 


> F. El Debs (2497) 

► M. Vachier Lagrave (2699) 
Gibraltar 

28.01.2012 
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[21) 

> S. Ernst (2606) 

► L. Bruzon (2691) 
Gibraltar 
29.01.2012 


1... -+ 



(23) 


( 22 ) 

> S. Movsesian (2700) 

► A. Zatonskih (2506) 
Gibraltar 
29.01.2012 


1. +- 



> A. Gabrielian (2545) > M. Peek (2354) 

► V. Iordachescu (2651) ► S. Brunello (2581) 

Moscow Open Gibraltar 


30.01.2012 30.01.2012 
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Medium 



> V. Laznicka (2704) 

► D. Howell (2603) 
Gibraltar 


> M. Parligras (2650) 

► R. Rapport (2543) 
Gibraltar 


31.01.2012 

1. = 


© 


31.01.2012 


1... -+ 
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( 29 ) 

> K. Sasikiran (2700) 

► N. Short (2677) 
Gibraltar 
02.02.2012 
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( 30 ) 


> A. Lastin (2538) 

► B. Firat (2396) 
Aeroflot Open 
07.02.2012 


1... = 



( 32 ) 

> D. Debashis (2389) 

► A. Rychagov (2542) 
Aeroflot Open 
08.02.2012 


1. +- 



( 31 ) 


> I. Sokolov (2641) 

► G. Pap (2533) 
Aeroflot Open 
07.02.2012 
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Medium 


( 33 ) 

> VI. Fedoseev (2525) 

► S. Sjugirov (2622) 
Aeroflot Open 
08.02.2012 


1... -+ 



( 35 ) 


( 34 ) 

> B. Esen (2534) 

► R. Mamedov (2636) 
Aeroflot Open 
09.02.2012 


isfea 



( 36 ) 


> I. Popov (2599) 

► M. Venkatesh (2499) 
Aeroflot Open 
10.02.2012 


> D. Fridman (2652) 

► H. Klip (2380) 
Dutch league 
11.02.2012 
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( 37 ) 

> M. Venkatesh (2499) 

► E. Ghaem Maghami (2570) 
Aeroflot Open 

11.02.2012 
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( 39 ) 


> M. Sieciechowicz (2459) 

► B. Macieja (2617) 

Polish Championship 
18.02.2012 
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( 38 ) 

> S. Grover (2532) 

► E. Karavade (2354) 
Aeroflot Open 
15.02.2012 



( 40 ) 


> R. Kempinski (2610) 

► P. Jaracz (2542) 


Polish Championship 
24.02.2012 





68 


Medium 


( 41 ) 


( 42 ) 


> K. Bischoff (2547) 

► B. Kohlweyer (2458) 
German League 
25.02.2012 


> R. Rabiega (2501) 

► F. Vallejo Pons (2716) 
German League 
25.02.2012 



( 43 ) 


( 44 ) 


> Mat Bartel (2658) 

► T. Markowski (2612) 
Polish Championship 
26.02.2012 
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> R. Fontaine (2552) 

► E. Najer (2637) 
German league 
26.02.2012 


1. +/- 
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( 45 ) 

> N. Huschenbeth (2510) 

► E. Postny (2622) 
German league 
26.02.2012 


( 46 ) 

> D. Wegener (2364) 

► L. D. Nisipeanu (2638) 
German league 
26.02.2012 



> L. Lenic (2637) 

► V. Kunin (2537) 
Austrian league 
01.03.2012 
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> J. Tomczak (2555) 

► D. Pulvett (2340) 
Cappelle la Grande 
03.03.2012 


1. +/- 
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Medium 


( 49 ) 

> B. Valuet (2318) 

► V. Durarbayli (2543) 
Cappelle la Grande 
03.03.2012 


1... -/+ 



( 51 ) 


( 50 ) 

> C. Koepke (2404) 

► J. Pinter (2546) 
Austrian league 
04.03.2012 


1. +- 



( 52 ) 


> A. Shneider (2529) > M. Tazbir (2513) 

► P. Grandadam (2189) ► B. Amin (2608) 

Cappelle la Grande Cappelle la Grande 

04.03.2012 05.03.2012 
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> T. Sanikidze (2549) 

> P. Harikrishna (2648) 
Cappelle la Grande 
05.03.2012 



( 55 ) 


> P. Harikrishna (2678) 

► V. Zakhartsov (2563) 
Cappelle la Grande 
06.03.2012 



> Nguyen Ngoc Truong Son (2662) 

► Li Shilong (2549) 
hd Bank Cup 
06.03.2012 


1.+/- 



> And. Sokolov (2577) 

► V. Neverov (2544) 
Cappelle la Grande 
07.03.2012 
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Medium 


( 57 ) 


( 58 ) 


> A. Zherebukh (2642) 

► A. Vul (2318) 
Cappelle la Grande 
07.03.2012 


1. +/- 


> I. Cheparinov (2664) 

► K. Akshayraj (2422) 
Reykjavik Open Reykjavik isl 
08.03.2012 

1.+- 
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( 59 ) 


( 60 ) 


> H. Steingrimsson (2556) 

► FI. Perez (2269) 
Reykjavik Open 
08.03.2012 


1. +- 


> Hj. Grettarsson (2460) 

► E. Vaarala (2241) 
Reykjavik Open 
09.03.2012 

1. +- 
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( 61 ) 


( 62 ) 


> Z. Kozul (2602) 

► A. Brkic (2587) 
Zagreb Open 
10.03.2012 


1.+- 
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> D. Navara (2700) 

► I. Sokolov (2653) 
Reykjavik Open 
10.03.2012 
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( 63 ) 


( 64 ) 


> V. Papin (2575) 

► T. Thorhallsson (2398) 
Reykjavik Open 
11.03.2012 


> L. Cyborowski (2543) 

► A. Giri (2722) 
German league 
17.03.2012 
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Medium 



> L. Fressinet (2696) 

► S. Gordon (2535) 
German league 
18.03.2012 

1. +- 




> R. Wojtaszek (2704) 

► P. Negi (2631) 
German league 
18.03.2012 



( 67 ) 


( 68 ) 


> Cs. Balogh (2664) 

► A. Sharafiev (2433) 
European Championship 
20.03.2012 

1... -+ 


> G. Guseinov (2616) 

► Y. Erturan (2370) 
European Championship 
20.03.2012 

1. +- 
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( 69 ) 


( 70 ) 


> Da. Klein (2418) 

► Iv. Saric (2649) 
European Championship 
20.03.2012 


1. +- 
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> Ad. Bach (2264) 

► D. Lintchevski (2564) 
European Championship 
20.03.2012 
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( 71 ) 


( 72 ) 


> V. Kotronias (2597) 

► D. Lomsadze (2338) 
European Championship 
21.03.2012 


> Gy. Pap (2538) 

► I. Khenkin (2632) 
European Championship 
21.03.2012 
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Medium 


(731 


(741 


> E. Safarli (2645) 

► D. Agaragimov (2342) 
European Championship 
20.03.2012 
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> H. Stefansson (2531) 

► Bo. Vuckovic (2628) 
European Championship 
21.03.2012 
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> S. Sulskis (2596) 

► A. Boruchovsky (2333) 
European Championship 
20.03.2012 
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> T. Antal (2352) 

► D. Zoler (2541) 
European Championship 
22.03.2012 
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[ 77 ) 

> N. Grandelius (2545) 

► H. Melkumyan (2628) 
European Championship 
22.03.2012 
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[ 79 ) 

> S. Movsesian (2702) 

► V. Kotronias (2597) 
European Championship 
22.03.2012 


( 78 ) 

> A. Korobov (2679) 

► I. Nyzhnyk (2585) 
European Championship 
22.03.2012 



( 80 ) 


> A. Istratescu (2633) 

► Ant. Pavlidis (2431) 
European Championship 
23.03.2012 
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Medium 


( 81 ) 


( 82 ) 


> N. Sedlak (2593) 

► T. Petenyi (2359) 
European Championship 
23.03.2012 
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> I. Popov (2605) 

► Ni. Djukic (2513) 
European Championship 
24.03.2012 
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( 83 ) 


( 84 ) 


> C. Braun (2372) 

► D. Navara (2700) 
European Championship 
25.03.2012 

1... -+ 



> V. Durarbayli (2543) 

► A. Beliavsky (2630) 
European Championship 
25.03.2012 
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( 85 ) ( 86 ) 

> A. Naiditsch (2702) > R. Rapport (2553) 

► I. Sokolov (2653) ► D. Kadric 

European Championship European Championship 

25.03.2012 25.03.2012 



> E. Sutovsky (2700) 

► Z. Kozul (2602) 
European Championship 
25.03.2012 


> E. Can (2476) 

► T. Nyback (2636) 
European Championship 
27.03.2012 





80 


Medium 


( 89 ) 

> A. Cioara (2477) 

► M. Roiz (2652) 
European Championship 
27.03.2012 



> D. Navara (2700) 

► V. Jianu (2497) 
European Championship 
27.03.2012 


( 90 ) 

> R. Hovhannisyan (2600) 

► N. Vitiugov (2709) 
European Championship 
27.03.2012 



( 92 ) 


> Djukic.Ni (2513) 

► C. Ali Marandi (2315) 
European Championship 
28.03.2012 
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( 93 ) ( 94 ) 

> S. Movsesian (2702) > A. Berescu (2494) 

► L. Pantsulaia (2595) ► S. Ernst (2578) 

European Championship European Championship 

28.03.2012 29.03.2012 


1. +- 


1. -/+ 



( 95 ) 


( 96 ) 


> D. Khismatullin (2656) > Vu. Rasulov (2526) 

► A. Mastrovasilis (2510) ► A. Mista (2587) 

European Championship European Championship 


29.03.2012 29.03.2012 
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Medium 


( 97 ) 


( 98 ) 


> D. Lintchevski (2564) 

► A. Cioara (2477) 
European Championship 
30.03.2012 
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> M. Mchedlishvili (2626) 

► R. Rapport (2559) 
European Championship 
30.03.2012 
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( 99 ) 


( 198 ) 


> B. Socko (2647) 

► V. Popov (2546) 
European Championship 
30.03.2012 


1... =/+ 



> E. Najer (2640) 

► M. Vachier Lagrave (2682) 
European Championship 
31.03.2012 

1. +/- 
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( 101 ) 


( 102 ) 


> A. Shabalov (2523) 

► T. Gelashvili (2618) 
Philadelphia 
06.04.2012 


1. +/- 
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> L. Vajda (2597) 

► C. Zeng (2435) 
Doeberl Cup 
08.04.2012 
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(103) 


(104) 


> J. Bosch (2386) 

► V. Shishkin (2464) 
Deizisau 
09.04.2012 
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> A. Morozevich (2765) 

► D. Jakovenko (2729) 
Russian league 
10.04.2012 
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Medium 


(106) 


(105) 


> A. Korobov (2679) > An. Young (2321) 

► M. Panarin (2523) ► E. Sevillano (2502) 

Russian league Saint Louis 

12.04.2012 12.04.2012 




(107) 


( 100 ) 


> P. Acs (2587) > J. Granda Zuniga (2640) 

► D. Howell (2633) ► G. Milos (2593) 

German league Iberoamericano Championship 
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(109) 


( 110 ) 


> D. Jakovenko (2729) 

► E. Sutovsky (2700) 
Russian league 
15.04.2012 

1... = 


> R. Kasimdzahov (2678) 

► A. Postojev (2330) 
German league 
15.04.2012 
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( 112 ) 


> M. Mozharov (2474) 

► V. Malakhov (2705) 
Russian league 
15.04.2012 


> P. Tregubov (2599) 

► A. Morozevich (2765) 
Russian league 
15.04.2012 
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Medium 


(113) 

> Y. Bacallao Alonso (2550) 

► J. Gonzalez Garcia (2529) 
Catalanian league 
17.04.2012 


1. +- 



(115) 


> S. Movsesian (2715) 

► D. Swiercz (2585) 
Czech league 
22.04.2012 



(114) 

> E. Ahmadinia (2379) 

► B. Amin (2608) 
Dubai Open 
22.04.2012 
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(116) 


> J. Radulski (2552) 

► K. Rusev (2516) 
Bulgarian Championship 
22.04.2012 
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(117) 


(118) 


> B. Bellahcene (2321) 

► F. Handke (2525) 
Lille Open 
26.04.2012 

1... -+ 




> V. Nozdrachev (2449) 

► A. Stukopin (2485) 
Sochi 

26.04.2012 


1. +- 
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( 120 ) 


> D. Collutiis (2493) 

► M. Brunello (2263) 
Italian league 
28.04.2012 
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> A. Motylev (2683) 

► Wan Yunguo (2441) 
Chinese league 
28.04.2012 
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Medium 


( 121 ) 

> E. Safarli (2645) 

► V. Rasulov (2526) 
Nakhchivan Open 
29.04.2012 


( 122 ) 

> E. Sutovsky (2700) 

► M. Olszewski (2539) 
Italian league 
29.04.2012 


1... -+ 


1. = 



- SOLUTIONS - 


(1) 

> D. Navara (2705) 

► T. Polak (2546) 

Czech Extraliga 
07.01.2012 

22.^65!! £)f5 [22...dxe5 23.dxe5!!+- 
After this subtle move Black can 
resign, he has no defense against 
Sf6!(23.Sf6 Also leads to much 
better, probably winning rook end¬ 
game 23„.^f5 (23...&g8 24.dxe5l+-) 
24 .Wxe 5 ^g8 25 .gxf 5 exfs 26 .®xf 5 
Wxe3+ We4±) ] 23-gxfs exfs 

24. WC6! i-o[24.Wc6 dxe5 25.Wxh6+ 
^g8 26.Sxf5+-] 

( 2 ) 

> L’E. Ami (2596) 

► S. Tiviakov (2677) 

Wijk aan Zee 
14.01.2012 

16.itb4! £)xe5 [i6...Wxb4 i7.^xd7 
Sf7 i8.^xf6+ Sxf6 I9.cxd5 cxds 
20.Sc2± White is much better. He 
will penetrate on the c-file.] 17. Jk,xd6 
^xf3 i8.iLxf8 £)xd4 19.e3! £)e2 
[i9...‘tt?xf8 20.exd4±] 2o.Sc2 ^xf8 
2i.Sxe2 &e7 [2i...dxc4 22.Sd6±] 
22.SC2 With an exchange up. Few 
moves later he managed to open one 
line for the rooks and won the game. 
22...‘tt?d6 23.b4 as 24.cxds exds 

25. Sdci Sc8 26.bxa5 bxas 27.Sbi± 


(31 

> K. Lahno (2557) 

► S. Ernst (2606) 

Wijk aan Zee 
14.01.2012 

28. ^f5l! A great intuitive piece sacri¬ 
fice. 28...gxf5 [28...ilxf5 29.exf5 gxfs 
3o.ilxg7+ ^xg7 3i.Wh3+- Black can 
not prevent the Wh6+ then g6 and 
the ilxf5 threats.] 29.exfs Black can 
not hold his material advantage, due 
to the f6 threat. 29...iLxf5 30.jk.xf5 
^f7 [30...Sxf5 3i.^.xg7+ < tt?xg7 
32.Wxf5+-] 31. Jk.xg7+ ^xg7 32.1 r h5 
Sh8 33. jk,e6 il,d8 34.g6+- 

(41 

> D. Navara (2712) 

► V. Topalov (2770) 

Wijk aan Zee 
14.01.2012 

27„.Wxe2! [27...^f4+? 28.gxf4 Wg4+ 

29. ‘ttPhi! Sxf4 30. Wd6± The knight on 
h2 protects the king.] 28.Wxds Se3! 
Wins back the piece. 29.Sei Wxf3+ 

30. Wxf3 Sexf3 3i.Sb2 Sxd3 1/2—1/2 
draw agreed, because of 32. Se7 

(51 

> M. Carlsen (2835) 

► L. Aronian (2805) 

Wijk aan Zee 
16.01.2012 

33-e6!! Wa8 [33„.fxe6 34.We4!+- was 
the point and the g6 falls!] 34.exf7+ 
[34.67! was the most precise way 
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to win 34...Sxd5 35.e8Q Wxe8 

36. Wxds+-] 34...^h8? [34...^7 
would have given some hopes for sur¬ 
vival 35-£)f4 Wxg2+ 36. < ^ > xg2 < tt?xf7 

37. Sf2±] 35.^4+- 

(61 

> H. Nakamura (2759) 

► D. Navara (2712) 

Wijk aan Zee 
19.01.2012 

19.Jk.xd5! Wxd5 20. ikf6! Wd6 [20... 
Wxhs 2i.iLxe7+-] 21.Jk.xe7 Wxey 
22.^f6+ it was enough to stop the 
calculations here, as White is win¬ 
ning. Nakamura finishes the game in 
great style... 22...‘it?g7 23.WC4! WI14 
threats! 23„.We5 24. Safi h5 



25.£}xh5+! The fastest way to victory! 
25...ffxh5 [25„.gxh5 26.Sxf7+ Sxfy 
2y.Wxfy+ < tl?h8 28.Sf5 Wai-i- 29.‘tt?g2 
Sxd2+ 30. < ^?h3+-] 26.Sxf7+ Sxf7 

27. Sxf7+^116 [27... ^h8 28.WC3++-] 

28. Wf4+ g5 [28...®g5 29.Sh7+!+-] 

2 9 . Wf6+ Wg6 3 o.Wfi! Wh 5 [30... 
Sxd2 31.WI13-1- WI15 32.Sh7++-] 
3i.Sxb7+- 


[71 

> J. Timman (2571) 

► S. Ernst (2606) 

Wijk aan Zee 
19.01.2012 

23.£}e5+!! [23. Jk,a3±] 23„.^xe5 [23... 
fxe5? 24.4ulg5+ ^f6 25.fxe5+ ‘ttPxes 
26.Sei++-] 24.fxe5 ^lg5 is the main 
threat. 24... Jk,f5 25.^1x05+- 

(81 

> M. Ragger (2655) 

► V. Kunin (2537) 

Austrian League 
21.01.2012 

14. Jk.d3! This silent, lineclosing move 
is winning by force. 14... Wf7 i5.^xc6 
bxc6 i6.Wb3! Jk,C5 17.jk.c4-1-- 

(91 

> M. Bosboom (2394) 

► D. Fridman (2660) 

Gibraltar 

24.01.2012 

21... Jk,f3+!! To lure the White queen 
from the h6 square! 22.Wxf3 Wdy! 
One of the many different wins, with 
the idea of ®a4. 23.Wf4 £k5 [23... 
Wa 4 2 4 .Wh6 £>d 4 + 2 5 .^d2 ITc2+ 

26. ^>ei Wei#] 24.^3 [24.WI16 
Wa4+ 25.‘tt?ei Wb4+ 26.‘tt?di Wbi+ 

27 . ‘tt?d2 4u)e4#] 24 ...Wa 4 +—t- 

(101 

> V. Gashimov (2761) 

► D. Navara (2712) 

Wijk aan Zee 
24.01.2012 
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2 5 -g 4 ? [Gashimov missed the beau¬ 
tiful 2 5 .Sxc 7 !! Wxc 7 26.W g5 ! g6 
(26...Eg6 2g.Wxg6+-) 27.Wxh6 
gxh5 28.Wg5+ Sg6 29.Wxg6+ ‘i’hS 

30.Sxh5#] 25... Sg6!± 

( 11 ) 

> N. Getz (2408) 

► M. Vachier Lagrave (2699) 
Gibraltar 

24.01.2012 


Wc6l?—h ( 36...h4 -+); 35.Wxh5 £3f4+! 
36.gxf4 Wh3+ 37-^gi ^3+ 38.Wxf3 
Wxf3-+] 35...€3f4+! 0-1(35...£3f4+ 
36.gxf4 Wh3+ 37-^gi £>f3+ 38.Wxf3 
Wxf 3 -+] 

( 14 ) 

> S. Mamedyarov (2747) 

► T. Nabaty (2563) 

Gibraltar 

25.01.2012 


33... Sb8! [33... Sxfi 34.Sxfi Sxfi 
35. < it?xfi Wf6++] 34.Sh4 (34.Sbi 
Sf2+!! this great move was the point 
of 33-..Sb8! 35.'^ > xf2 Wf6+ 36.‘tt?e2 
(36.^2 W/3+ 37.&h2 Wf2#) 36... 
Wf 3 + 37-^d2 Wf2+ 3 8 .^c 3 Wxe 3 + 
39.^02 Wd3+ 40.^01 Sxbi#] 34... 
Sb2+ 35. < ^?gi Sxfi+ o-i, Wf6 is com¬ 
ing with mate. 

( 12 ) 

> T. Baron (2498) 

► N. Short (2677) 

Gibraltar 

25.01.2012 

39„.Wxf3! 40.€3f6+ Wxf6! 4i.exf6 
Sxei+ 42.^2 4 z>xf 6 ! taking always 
with tempo 43.®xc5 Se8!-+ Black 
got too many pieces for the queen. 

( 13 ) 

> C. Hanley (2421) 

► H. Koneru (2589) 

Gibraltar 

25.01.2012 

34 - h 5 ! [ 34 -^f 4 + 35 -gxf 4 Wxc4+] 
$$.We2 [35.Wdi Wxc4 36.hxg5 


2i.ilxg6! &xg6 [2i...Sxg6 22.gxf5! 
£ 3 xf 5 23.WI17+ &f6 24 .Wf 7 #] 
22.gxf5+ ^?g7 [22... Sxfs 23. < tt?li2 
and Sgi wins.] 23.64! Very well 
played! 23„.dxe4 24.€3cxe4 Wxd4+ 
25. < tl?hi+- ? 3 f 8 26.€3xf6 Wxf6 
27 .Se 7 +! i-o[ 27 .Se 7 + Wxe7 28.£3e6+ 

29.Wh5+!+-; 27.Sgi+-] 

( 15 ) 

> M. Adams (2724) 

► D. Fridman (2660) 

Gibraltar 

26.01.2012 

With his last move 48...b6, Black 
wanted to simplify the position, but 
he blundered a great breakthrough. 
49.bs!! Sa8 [49„.axb5 50.Sxb5+-; 49... 
bxa5 50.bxa6+-] 5o.axb6 as si.'&ces a4 
52.'d?d6a3 53. Sxg5+1-0(53. Sxg5+ ^8 
54.Sh5l+-] 

( 16 ) 

> R. Felgaer (2571) 

► V. Bologan (2680) 

Gibraltar 

26.01.2012 
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24.^114! with the threat of ^xfs. [24. 
^d2±] 24...ikxh4 25.^\xd6! Wb8 
26.€3xe8! b5 [26...Wxa7 2yMxe^ f6 
28.We7+-] 27.gxh4 bxc4 28.£3f6+1-0 

( 17 ) 

> N. Huschenbeth (2518) 

► R. Valhondo Morales (2046) 
Gibraltar 

26.01.2012 

i8.£ld5! exd5 [i8...Wd8 i9.^xe7+ 
Wxe7 20x5 dxcs 2i.bxc5+-] i9.cxd5 
Wd8 20.€}c6! Jlxc6 [20...We8 
21. Jlxa6±] 2i.dxc6 Wcy 22.cxd7 
Wxd7 23.Sxa6+- 

( 18 ) 

> A. Shirov (2710) 

► M. Muzychuk (2484) 

Gibraltar 

26.01.2012 

31. Hxd4! Wxd4 [Black could have 
tried to resist with a computer idea 

31.. . Sg7! 32. Sg4 2 cc 7! but still af¬ 
ter a few accurate moves, White is 
winning. 33-Sgi (33-&h3!?+-) 33... 
Wa7! 34.Wa3! (34-/3 Exg4 35-fxg4+-) 

34.. .Wxf2+ 35.Sig2 Wb6 36x5 Wxcs 
37.WXC5 dxcs 38. ilxa2+-; 3i...exd4 

32. Wg8+ < cl?e7 33.Sei#] 32.Sxd4 aiQ 

33. Sg4 < *t?e7 34. Sg7+ ^>d8 35. Sxd7+ 
^xd736.Wg7+ ^d8 37.HY8+ i-o[37. 
Wf8+ <£c 7 38.We 7 + &b6 39-Wb 7 ++-] 

( 19 ) 

> D. Andreikin (2688) 

► R. Yandarbiev (2391) 

Gibraltar 

28.01.2012 


40.£3e6!! [4o.Sxai Wxf4+! 4i.‘i?hi 
Axai=] 40...Hxfi 4i.Wxf6 1-0 

( 20 ) 

> F. El Debs (2497) 

► M. Vachier Lagrave (2699) 
Gibraltar 

28.01.2012 

24. Sxb7! 4i3xb7 25. Jlxc6+ ^8 
26.Hd7 Wxd7 [26...^d6 27.SXC7 
^xfs 28.iLxa8+-] 27.Wxd7 Sxa7 
28.®e8# 1-0 

( 21 ) 

> S. Ernst (2606) 

► L. Bruzon (2691) 

Gibraltar 

29.01.2012 

i8...Wxa2+!! i9.Sxa2 bxa2 2o.We4 
[20.Wds f6!-+] 20...f6! 2i.ilxe5 
fxe5 [21...0-0!?-+] 22.Wxe5+ Se6 
23.®xg7 Sf8! 24. ilf3 Sef6 0-1 

( 22 ) 

> S. Movsesian (2700) 

► A. Zatonskih (2506) 

Gibraltar 

29.01.2012 

40.Wf7+! ^?h8 4i.®h7+!! i-o[4i. 
WI17+ ^xh7 42.^ f7#] 

( 23 ) 

> A. Gabrielian (2545) 

► V. Iordachescu (2651) 

Moscow Open 
30.01.2012 
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22.. .5xc2! 23.WXC2 ilxe4! 24.Wxe4 
[24.Wa2 Wa8!?+ (24... &,xbi isMxbi 
(I5 +) ] 24...1,h2+ 25.^xh2Sxe4-+ 

( 24 ) 

> M. Peek (2354) 

► S. Brunello (2581) 

Gibraltar 

30.01.2012 

37.Sei [37. Se3!! would have been the 
only move to draw 37... 2803+ (37... 

S 2C3+38.&e2=) 38.‘tt?e4 Sc4+ 39. ( d?d3!= 
^5 40.Sf7+!=; 37.Sg4 S8C3+ 38.^4 
Se2+ 39.^5 Sd2+ 40.^4 Hd4#] 37... 
S8C3+! 38. ( tt?e4 Sd2! 0-1 

( 25 ) 

> V. Laznicka (2704) 

► D. Howell (2603) 

Gibraltar 

31.01.2012 

Black does not lose huge material after 

20.. .^a4l! [20...^xd3 21.SXC3 Sxc3 
22.ilxa7±; 20... Was? 21.4 l1xc 5 Sxdi+ 
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22. Wxdi! Jlxc5 23.Wd7! Sd8 24. Sxcs! 
Wei+ 25.ilfi Sxd7 26.Sc8++-] 
21.^)f4! [2I.SXC3? 4 l)XC 3 22.Wc2 
£)xdi 23.Wxdi SC3! 24.^.fi Jlxe4+] 

2i...Wb4 22. Sxd8+ Sxd8 23.^)xg6 


hxg6 24.e5 [24.WC2! would have giv¬ 
en enough compensation for White 
to make a draw.] 24... Acs Black was 
slightly better and eventually won the 
game. 

( 26 ) 

> M. Parligras (2650) 

► R. Rapport (2543) 

Gibraltar 

31.01.2012 

29.. . ilxg4! 30.fxg4 iLe3+! 31.^hi 
£lxe4! o-i[3i...^lxe4 32. ilxe4 Sxh3+ 
33.‘tt?g2 Wh4—t-] 

( 27 ) 

> B. Socko (2636) 

► I. Naumkin (2443) 

Moscow Open 2012 Moscow rus 
31.01.2012 

23. Sxdy! Wxc4 [23...Wxd7 24.Wxg6+ 
< tt?h8 25.Wf6+! ^g 8 26.Sei!+-] 24.I14! 
Wbs [24„. < i > h7 25. Sadi! 25.Wfs and 
25.I15 were also fine. 25... Sac8 26. S id6 
We4 27^5+-] 25. Sadi! e4 26.S7ds!? 
[White missed the most precise way 
to win 26. S ids! Wxb2 27. Ssd6! Wbi+ 
28. < ti?g2 e3 29.115 exf2 30.Sxg6+! fxg6 
3i.Wd5+ ^8 32.®es+ ^g8 33.Wg 7#] 

26.. .We2 27^5 e3 28.fxe3± 

( 28 ) 

> Ab. Gupta (2652) 

► L. Javakhishvili (2454) 

Gibraltar 

01.02.2012 

20.f4! £}eg4 [20...^ed7 21. il xc6! Sc8 
22.Wb3 4 l)cs 23.Wxf7+-] 2i.Wxc6!+- 
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[291 

> K. Sasikiran (2700) 

► N. Short (2677) 

Gibraltar 

02.02.2012 

29...4l\C 5!! 3o.Sfg3 [3o.fxe5 jk,xe5+ 
3i.Sf4 Sxgi 32. < ^ > xgi ilxf4 33.exf4 
Wen- 34.^h2 115!-+ White has no 
good defense against h4, Wg3.(34... 
Se3-+) ] 30...Sxg3 31. Sxg3 £lxc4 

32. J.ci ±h4! 33 -Sf 3 [ 33 -Sgi ^xe3- 
+] 33 „.Wg 7 + [33... jk,d7l?-+] 

(301 

> A. Lastin (2538) 

► B. Firat (2396) 

Aeroflot Open 
07.02.2012 

Seemingly Black is completely lost, 
but... 31... jk,C3! leads to drawish end¬ 
game 32.Sxh7+?! [32.2xf6 jk,xd2 
33.2xf8+ Sxf8=; 32.Wd3? Wfi+ 

33. Wxfi 2xfi+ 34.?l?a2 Sxds—1-] 32... 
^xh7 33.jk.e4-E?? [33.^3+ Wfs! 

34. Wxf5+Sxf5 35. jk,e4Sdd5 36.2xa6 
&g 7 37 -^ 32 =] 33-^h8 0-1 

[311 

> I. Sokolov (2641) 

► G. Pap (2533) 

Aeroflot Open 
07.02.2012 

20.ilxg6! hxg6 [20...fxe5 21. jk,xh7+ 
< tt?h8 22. jk,xg7+ < tt?xg7 23.Wg6+ ^h8 
24.fxe5+-] 2i.Wxg6 jk,f8 [2i...Se7 
22.fs ( 22.Wxf6 +-) 22...We8 23.Wxf6+- 
] 22.f5l+- Prevents jk,fs and threats 


with £}g4 or Sf3. 22...fxe5 23.f6 Se6 
24.±xg7 1-0 

(321 

> D. Debashis (2389) 

► A. Rychagov (2542) 

Aeroflot Open 
08.02.2012 

30.Wxd5! Wxd5 3i.4L)f6+ < tt?e7 
32.ilxd5 [32.^xd5+ exds 33. jk,xd5+- 
; After the fantastic 32.£}g8+!! Black 
can not even get to opposite colored 
bishop endgame. 32...‘tt?d6 (32 ...^dz 

33. jk.xd5 exds 34-/5+-) 33.jk.xd5 exds 

34. ^f6!!+-] 32...4?xf6 33.jk.xb7 Sb8 
34.ik.xa6 < tt?xg6 35.ik.c4-E- 

[331 

> VI. Fedoseev (2525) 

► S. Sjugirov (2622) 

Aeroflot Open 
08.02.2012 

39.. .d3l! [ 39 „.Wg 7 ? 40.Wf3!] 40.Wxd3 

[40.^xd3 Wg7-+; 40.±xd3 Wg7—h] 

40.. .^\xb4—1- 

[341 

> B. Esen (2534) 

► R. Mamedov (2636) 

Aeroflot Open 
09.02.2012 

22.jk.xf5!! gxf5 23.^1xf5 We8 

24. £}e4! Black can not hold the at¬ 
tack. White pieces are too active. 
£}g5 or Sf3 is coming. 24...ilxc4 

25. ^h6+ [25.£}g5!? jtxfi 26.^h6+ 
‘ttPfS 27.^e6+ < tt?e7 28.WI17-E < tt?d6 
29.^f5+ ‘ttPxds 30.^07+ <tl?c6 3i.^xe8 
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Sxe8 32.Wg6++-] 25...^f8 26.4Ad6! 
ilxfi [26...We2 27 .Wxc 4!+-] 27.4Axe8 
Hxe8 28.Wg6+- 

(351 

> I. Popov (2599) 

► M. Venkatesh (2499) 

Aeroflot Open 
10.02.2012 

23.ilxf5! ikxd5 24.iLxh7+ ^h8 

25. Wh3! ik,f6 The best chance. 

26. fxe5! ^.h4! 27.ik.d3 Jkxg2? [27... 
Wg5 28.Sf5! Wh6 (28... &xg2 29. Exgs 
&xh3 30.2/15+ <&gy 31.S/17+ &g8 
32.Exh4+-) 29.Sf6! Wg5 30.2g6! 
Wf4 3i.Sfi+-] 28.2f8+! [28.^?xg2+- 
] 28...&g7 [28...Wxf8 29.Wxh4+ &g7 
30.WI17#] 29.Wxg2+ ^xf8 30.2fi+ 
^e8 3i.Wg6+ 1-0(31.Wg6+ < ^?d7 
32.Wxd6+ ^?c8 33.WXC5++-] 

(361 

> D. Fridman (2652) 

► H. Klip (2380) 

Dutch league 
11.02.2012 

14. £)g5!! White gets a big advantage 
in all the lines. It might be easy to find 
this move, but during the practical 
game, it is hard to resist of not tak¬ 
ing back the piece on d2. 14...4AXC4 
[i4...^xfi I5.^xe6 Wd6 i6.2xfi±] 

15. £)xe6 Wd7 [i5„.Wd6 i6.4l)xc7!±] 
i 6.4^C5! Other moves were not clear. 
[i6.Cfxf8 ^?xf8; i6.4Axc 7 e6] i6...Wd6 
I7.^1xb7 We6 i8.2fci 4Axb2 [18... 
Cfxb5 19.C^c5 Wf7 20.ilxd5 Wxds 
2i.Wxc4±] i9.f?xb2+- 


(37) 

> M. Venkatesh (2499) 

► M. Ghaem Maghami (2570) 
Aeroflot Open 

11.02.2012 

29.. .£)ab3! 3 o. 4 Axe 2 2xe2 3i.ilg5 
[31.jke3 ®xdi 32.Sxdi 2xa2 33-d6 
^f 8 +] 3i...Wxdi 32.Hxdi 2xa2 
33 .d 6 ^Acs!—1- 

(38) 

> S. Grover (2532) 

► E. Karavade (2354) 

Aeroflot Open 
15.02.2012 

31. Wf8!! £}g8 [3i...£)xe4 32.^67!+- 

; 3i...^.xh5 32,4L)e7+-; 3i...4Axh5 

32. ^1e7+-] 32.hxg6+ fxg6 33.ilxg6+ 
&xg6 34.Wxg8+ ^?f6 35.HT8+ r ^g5 
[35...Wf7 36.Wxh6++-] 36.^7+- 

(39) 

> M. Sieciechowicz (2459) 

► B. Macieja (2617) 

Polish Championship 
18.02.2012 

28.. .5xe4! [28...iLxe4! is the same as the 
game 29. 2xe4 2xe4 30. Jkxe4] 29. 2xe4 
Jlxe4 3o.iixe4 ?Jxe4 3i.Wxe4 Wg3+ 
32/tldu (32.Wg2 Wxei+-+] 32...Wxh3+ 
33 -^gi ^g 3 + 34- ^hi Wh3+ 35/^gi 
Wg3+ 36. ^hi 4Ad3! 0-1 

(40) 

> R. Kempinski (2610) 

► P. Jaracz (2542) 

Polish Championship 
24.02.2012 
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19.4^4! ± Unbelievable, but Black 
cannot avoid losing the exchange! 
i9...^xe3?! [i9...2ad8 20.^xd5+- 
; 19...C6 20.^xds! Wxds ( 20...cxds 

21. ^hc7+-; 20...cxbs 21.^07+-) 

21.41) C7+-; I9...^1xf4 20.gxf4 Wxf4 

21.41) xc7±] 20.fxe3 c6 21.4^3! Wb2 

22. ^04 Wxe2 23.^xe2+- 

141 ) 

> K. Bischoff (2547) 

► B. Kohlweyer (2458) 

German League 
25.02.2012 

25. iLxd5+!! cxd5 26.4^5 Wb8 
2 7 .^xa 7 Wxa 7 28.WC7! Wxc 7 [28... 
Wxa4? 29. Sai Wb5 30.2a7+-] 
29.2XC7 2d8 30.^ld3± Black pieces 
are without future. 

( 42 ) 

> R. Rabiega (2501) 

► F. Vallejo Pons (2716) 

German League 
25.02.2012 

11. Jk,xh6! 2e8 Vallejo finds the best 
practical defense. [n...ilxf3 i2.ilxg7!! 
< tt?xg7 13-Wg5+ ^>h8 14.WI16+ <&g8 
i5.gxf3+- ‘ttPhi and 2gi are the next 
moves.; n...gxh6 i2.Wxh6 Jlxc3 (12... 
2 e8 I3.£hg5+-) i3.Wg5+! (i3-bxc3 ^4 

14. ^e 5±) i3...‘tt?h8 i4.bxc3 4u)bd7 

15. ®h6+ ^g8 i6.€lg5+-] I2.ilxg7 [12. 
2aei was probably the best from the 
many good options. 12... iixc3 (12... 
gxh6 i3.Wxh6+~) 13-Wg5 Cle4 i4.Wxg4 
iixb2 I5.€lg5±] I2...‘tt?xg7 i3.Wg5+ 
^8 i4.2aei Very logical move, but 
a mistake. White should have gone 


there with his other rook. As we will 
see, the a-rook will have a very impor¬ 
tant role on the b-file. [14.2fei! ile6 
15.4^4 ilxc3 {i5...§hg8 i6.§hxe6+fxe6 

17. W/4+/+-) i6.Wh6+ < tt?e717.bxc3 4 l 1 c 6 
18.2abi! ±] 14... Jle6 i5.4i)d4 JLxc 3 
i6.Wh6+ c be 7 I7.bxc3 4l)c6°° 

(43) 

> Mat. Bartel (2658) 

► T. Markowski (2612) 

Polish Championship 
26.02.2012 

27.2xb6! 2xb6 28. ilxd5+ *^?h7 
29. Wfs! 1-0(29. Wf5 to avoid the 4u)f8- 
Qh7 mate, Black has to play 29... Wxg6 
but after 3o.ilg8+! ^?xg8 3i.®xg6+- 
he is losing too big material because 
of the Jlxh6 and d5 threats.; 29.^4! 
has the same effect as 29.Wf5!] 

(44) 

> R. Fontaine (2552) 

► E. Najer (2637) 

German league 
26.02.2012 

i5.f4l! and Black loses his e4 pawn 
after Jlg2! i5„.4L)a6 [i5„.exf3? i6.e4! 
f2+ i7.‘tt?e2!+- Unusual queen trap- 
ing.] 16. ikg2 Jlb4 [i6...€lb4 i7.iLxt>4 
ilxb4+ i8.<^?e2±] i7.a3 Jlxd2+ 

18. ! tt?xd2 e5 i9.iLxe4 We6 20.fxe5± 

(45) 

> N. Huschenbeth (2510) 

► E. Postny (2622) 

German league 
26.02.2012 
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White achieves a better endgame af¬ 
ter a great idea! i8.jk.h6!! gxh6 [18... 
f6 i9.Wxe6+ Wxe 6 20.2xe6 gxh6 
2i.SdiSad8 22.Sed6 Sxd6 23.2xd6 
Se8 24.‘^’fi± With a clearly better 
endgame due to the bad pawnstruc- 
ture of Black.] i9.Sa3! Wg5 [i9„.f6 
20.Sg3+ ^?h8 (20..21.Whs#) 
2i.Wxe6 Wxe6 22.Sxe6±] 20.Sg3 
jk.g4 21.h3 Wxes 22.Sxe5 Sfe8 
23.Sxg4+ ^?f8 24.2xe8+ Sxe8 
25.&fi Ses 26.2d4 ^e7 27.f4 Sc5 
28x3* White is better because of the 
afore-mentioned reason. The 34th 
example of the „Hard section” shows 
the end of this game. 

( 46 ) 

> D. Wegener (2364) 

► L. D. Nisipeanu (2638) 

German league 
26.02.2012 

27.2e6+!! Pretty escape! 27... jk,xe6 
28.Wf8+ ^d7 29.We7+ ^c8 [29... 
^?c6 30 .Wxe 6 + ^?C5 3i.®e7+ ^?b6 

32. Wd6+=] 30.Wxe6+ ^?b8 31. Wd6+ 
^a7 i/2:i/2[3i...^?a7 32.Wd4+ ^?b8 

33. Wd8+ ^?a7 34.Wd4+ b6 35. Wd7+=] 

( 47 ) 

> L. Lenic (2637) 

► V. Kunin (2537) 

Austrian league 
01.03.2012 

38.. .Wf6! [38...f6 also gave an ad¬ 
vantage, but less clear after 39-Sd2!; 

38.. .2.d7 39.cxd7 jk,f6 40.Sf2! 
es 41.jk.xe5! jk,xe5 42.d8Q+ Wg8 
43.We7=] 39.Sf2! [39. jk.xe5 Wxes-+] 

39.. . Sxd7! 40.2xf6 jk,xc3! 4i.2xh6 


[4i.cxd7? jk,xf6] 4i...Sc7+ White has 
serious problems with bringing back 
the h6 rook to the game. 42. Sh5 
±d2! 43.I14 g4! 44x5 bs!-+ 

( 48 ) 

> J. Tomczak (2555) 

► D. Pulvett (2340) 

Cappelle la Grande 
03.03.2012 

15.4^5!! Actually this move was 
a novelty! According to my data¬ 
base, in the previous 5 games White 
played differently. i5...exds 16.jk.xd5 
£)b6 [16... jk,b7 17x6! jk,d6 (17... 
Wb6 i8.exf7+ 4 ?h 8 19. jk,xb7 ^hxb^ 
20.Wxe7 Wxd4 21. Sadi Wc4 



22. jkx3! is the most precise, Black 
loses one of his knights ( 22.Wxdz 
S xf7±) 22...Cidc5 {22...^)bc5 23^3! 
Wxc2 24^4+-) 23^4! (23.&d4 We6) 

23...®xb4 24. jk,d4!+-) i8.exf7+ ^h8 

I9.ilxb7 Cixb7 20.€ie6+-; i6...Sb8 

17.^1 f5+- e6 in the next move wins 
the game.; i6...2a7 i7.£k6+-] 17x6 
ild6 18. jk,xd 6 Wxd 6 19.^fs! Wxd$ 
20 .^ 7 + ^h8 2i.^xd5+- 
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( 49 ) 

> B. Valuet (2318) 

► V. Durarbayli (2543) 

Cappelle la Grande 
03.03.2012 

i5„.^xe5! i6.dxe5 Wc6! i7.f3 [17. 
WI13 Wxc4 i8.exf6 ilxf6 i9.4Lld6 
Wc6 20.^xb7 Wxb7+; i7.Wf3 Wxc4 
(i/...^)e 4 !?) i8.Wxb7 Wxb5 i9.Wxe7 
Wxe5+ (19...4^5 20. W«3 Ufc8+) ] 17... 
Wc5+ 18. Jle3 Wxe5+ 

( 50 ) 

> C. Koepke (2404) 

► J. Pinter (2546) 

Austrian league 
04.03.2012 

23.iLxg5! Wxg5 24.ilxf7+! Sxf7 
25.Wxg5 iLxgs 26.Sxe8++- 

( 51 ) 

> A. Shneider (2529) 

► P. Grandadam (2189) 

Cappelle la Grande 
04.03.2012 

22.4L)g5! h6 23.4 l) xf7+! Sxf7 24. Wxe6 
C3 [24...Sd7 25.^.xd5+-; 24...Se7 
25.Wxd5 Wxds 26.2xd5±] 25.bxc3 
Se7 26.Wxd5 Sxe5 27.Wxb7+- 

( 52 ) 

> M. Tazbir (2513) 

► B. Amin (2608) 

Cappelle la Grande 
05.03.2012 

27... Sxe4! 28.f5 [28.ilxe4 iLxe4+ 
29.^hf3 Wxbi-+; 28.bxc4 Sxe2+ 


29.?)xe2 Jlxc2-+] 28...Sxe2+ 
29.4l)xc2 Wxc 2 [29...Se8!?-+ is ob¬ 
jectively even better, but both moves 
definately wins the game.] 30.WXC2 
4 l)C3+ 31.^f2 4l)xc2 32.fxg6 Jle5 

33.gxf7+ ^xf7-+ 

( 53 ) 

> T. Sanikidze (2549) 

► P. Harikrishna (2648) 

Cappelle la Grande 
05.03.2012 

55-h5! [55-^7? 56.ds; 55...^5? 
56.^3] 56.^d2 h4 57. < ^ > e2h3 58.^2 
h2 59.^g2 bs! 6o.axb5 a4 6i.b6 a3 
62.b7 &C 7 63.f6 a2 64T7 hiQ+! 0-1 

( 54 ) 

> P. Harikrishna (2678) 

► V. Zakhartsov (2563) 

Cappelle la Grande 
06.03.2012 

56.iLf5!J ilxb5+ [56...ilxf5 57.^xf5+- 

] 57.^2 ^d4 58.^g4+- 

( 55 ) 

> Nguyen Ngoc Truong Son (2662) 

► Li Shilong (2549) 
hd Bank Cup 
06.03.2012 

15.ilh6!! [i5.Wxa8? Wxfi+! le.'ttPxfi 
ila6+ i7.4?ei Sxa8+; I5.£)g5? €)f6! 
i6.Wxa8 Wxfi+ i7.?l?xfi ila6+ lS.'i’ei 
Sxa8+] i5...J.a6 [i5...Wd5 i6.Wg4 
g6 17. ilxf8 < it?xf8 i8.Sfci±; 15... 
gxh6 i6.Wxa8±] i6.Wg4! g6 i7.Sfci 
Wd5 i8.iLxf8 Sxf8 i9.Wg5 Wd6 
20.^3+- 
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( 56 ) 

> Sokolov, And (2577) 

► V. Neverov (2544) 

Cappelle la Grande 
07.03.2012 

52.4uSxa6! ilxa6 53. iLxd5+! ^h8 [53... 
cxds 54.SXC7 ilxb4 55.ISxh7 ‘t&xlv 
56.^07+ ^?h6 57.e6+-] 54.ikxc6 We7 
55.d5 Wxb4 56.d6+- 

( 57 ) 

> A. Zherebukh (2642) 

► A. Vul (2318) 

Cappelle la Grande 
07.03.2012 

21.jk.xf4! 4ulxf4 22.4u!g5! g6 23.ik.xe6 
4uSxe6 24.^xe6 fxe6 25.4 lSC 4!?± [25. 
Sxe6±] 

( 58 ) 

> I. Cheparinov (2664) 

► K. Akshayraj (2422) 

Reykjavik Open Reykjavik isl 
08.03.2012 

28.^xb6!! 4uSxb6 29.iLxa5 2b8 
30. 2xc6 2d6 31. 2dci! The key move! 
Black cannot prevent es! The knights 
are on really unfortunate places. 31... 
Sb7 [31...es 32.2xd6 ikxd6 33.Sc6 
JlC7 34.^C5!+-] 32.e5 1-0 

( 59 ) 

> H. Steingrimsson (2556) 

► FI. Perez (2269) 

Reykjavik Open 
08.03.2012 


( 60 ) 

> Grettarsson.Hj (2460) 

► E. Vaarala (2241) 

Reykjavik Open 
09.03.2012 

16. exf6! Wh3 [16... Jlf3 17.W£4! ikxdi 

18. fxe7 Se8 i9.Sxdi Sxe7 20.£ie4±] 

17. ^e2l! g5 [17... ^.f3 18.^1 f4 ikxdi 
i9.Sxdi+-] i8.ilxg5! ikc5 19.^4 
Wg4 20.ikh6 ikf3 2i.ikxf8 ikxdi 
22.Wxdi Wxdi+ 23.Sxdi Sxf8 
24.Sd7+- I hope, when you decid¬ 
ed to take on f6, you have seen the 
i7.Wf4! and \7Phe2W moves. 

( 61 ) 

> Z. Kozul (2602) 

► A. Brkic (2587) 

Zagreb 

10.03.2012 

i7.2xh8+! &xh8 i8.Wf4!! Wc7 [18... 
2e6 i9.Wxf7 Sxe4+ 20.^d2 Wxa2+ 
21.2c2+-] 19. Jkf6+? [White missed 

19. WI12+! < tl?g7 (i9„. ( &g8 20.tk.f4h-) 

20. ikh6+ ^?g8 2i.^.f4+-] 19...^g8 

20. Wh2? 1-0 Black resigned in al¬ 
most winning position. Dubious 
play by strong GMS.f20.Wh2? iLh3!! 

21. gxh3 ( 2i.Wxh3 Exf6-+) 2i...dxe4+] 

( 62 ) 

> D. Navara (2700) 

► I. Sokolov (2653) 

Reykjavik Open 
10.03.2012 

23.. .ds! 24. ilb3 [24.exd5? 2xei+-+] 

24.. .5xe4 25.Sxe4 dxe4 26.4ulf5 


14.C5! bxcs is.Sxe6! Wxe616. iLb3+- 
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[26.®xh6 iLxd4 27.2xd4 Wxd4 
28.Wxg6+ ®g7-+] 



26.. .5d8! Only move for an advan¬ 
tage! [26...gxf5 27.Wxh6 White holds 
the draw.] 27.£)xh6+ &g7 28.Wci 
[28. Wf4 2xdi+ 29. ilxdi ®d4 30. ike2 
Wes 3i.®xe5 ilxes 32.^g4 ik,xb2 —h] 

28.. .2xdi+ 29.jk.xd1 e3l 30.^g4 
exf2+ 31.^fi [3i.^xf2 We6— h] 31... 
±d4 32.Wh6+ ^8-+ 

(631 

> V. Papin (2575) 

► T. Thorhallsson (2398) 

Reykjavik Open 
11.03.2012 

i9.ilxb5+!! axbs 20.2d4!+- 

(641 

> L. Cyborowski (2543) 

► A. Giri (2722) 

German league 
17.03.2012 

32. HC3!! Only move and the bishop 
is trapped. [32.2e2 2ci 33.2 xci2xci 
34.®b3 2gi+ 35.^3 Jkxf4 36.gxf4 
Wxf4-+; 32.2 xc 6 bxc6 33.^03 
2d8+] 32... jkxf4 [32...Sxc3 33^x03!] 

33. gxf4 Wxf41 would give slight pref¬ 


erence to White, but the objective re¬ 
sult should rather be a draw. 

(651 

> L. Fressinet (2696) 

► S. Gordon (2535) 

German league 
18.03.2012 

21. £fb3!! Black cannot defend his 
queenside pawns. £lxa5 and jkxds are 
the direct threats. 21... Wb6 [21... jke6 

22. Wc5+-] 22.^xa5l Wxa5 23.WXC6+ 
< tl?e7 24.2xd5 Sxd5 25. jkxd5+- Jla6 
26. Jlb3 2d8 27.Wf3 1-0 

166 ) 

> R. Wojtaszek (2704) 

► P. Negi (2631) 

German league 
18.03.2012 

34.. . 2xd6! [34„.cxd4? 35.2xg6++-] 
35.exd6 Ctes! Of course, it was more 
than enough, if you calculated un¬ 
til this moment. 36^7!? [36.Wb3+! 
C4 37-Wgs ^xg4 38.Sei!! ( 3 8.Wxg4 
We 3 + 39-&h2 Wf2+ 4 o.&h 3 &h8) 

38.. .Wf7! 39.2e7! Wds 40.Wxg4 
Whi-i- 41.^2 2f8+ 42.^g3! Wgi+ 
43. < tt?h3 Whi+= In case of perfect play 
the game ends with this perpetual 
check, but of course we are not com¬ 
puters.] 36...Wxd7 [Black could have 
get an edge after 36...£lxd3! 37.dx- 
e8Q+ 2 xe 8 38.2x05! 2 ei+ 39.^h2 
2hi+ 40.^g3 ^xcs 4i.bxc5 ^7?] 
37.2xg6+ 4u)xg6 i/2-i/2[37„.^xg6 
38.Wxg6+ Wg 7 39.Wxg7+ ^>xg7 
40.^e6+ ^f6 4i.^xc5 2g8+=] 
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( 67 ) 

> Cs. Balogh (2664) 

► A. Sharafiev (2433) 

European Championship 
20.03.2012 

Mate in two : 36...Hc8+!! [36...2xb6 
seems to win as well, but...you will 
find it in the „Hard section”, 46th ex¬ 
ample.] 37.4 l1xc 8 b5# 

( 68 ) 

> G. Guseinov (2616) 

► Y. Erturan (2370) 

European Championship 
20.03.2012 

20.d5! exd5 [20...®xd5 2i.2di! Wc6 
22.Sd6+-] 21.e6! Wc 6 [21...WC7 
22.^f7+-] 22.We5-t- [22.€if7+-] 

( 69 ) 

> Da. Klein (2418) 

► Iv. Saric (2649) 

European Championship 
20.03.2012 

31.IH18! ^C7 32.2xg8 2 xg 8 
33. JLxfs!! exf5 34.e6+ ^c8 35.exd7+ 
Wxd7 36.2hi± [36.Wf2 was even 
better, operating on the dark squares 
36...^b8 (36... Exg7? 37MC5+ &b8 
38.W/8++-) 37.Wh2+! &a 7 38. Wh7 
Wd8 39.€ie2+-] 

( 76 ) 

> Ad. Bach (2264) 

► D. Lintchevski (2564) 

European Championship 
20.03.2012 


i3.4}xe6! fxe6 i4.2xe6! ^h8 

[Computer defends with the un¬ 
real 14... jLh2+!! i5.‘^ > xh2 ‘tfe’hS but 
White preserves the advantage af¬ 
ter the very strong 4ie4 

I7.g3 4 }xf2 18.Wf3±] I5.2xd6 We7 
i6.He6 Wb4i7.^1xf6 [i7.iLb3+-] 17... 
Wxc4 i8.4ixh7 Wxe6 I9.4}xf8 Sxf8 
20.iie3± 

( 71 ) 

> V. Kotronias (2597) 

► D. Lomsadze (2338) 

European Championship 
21.03.2012 

Black seems to be in deep trouble, but 
a nice combination saves him. 21... 
ikxd4!! White was so shocked after 
21... Axd4, that instead of making a 
draw he preferred to make some com¬ 
plications which were clearly bad for 
him. 22.4} ih2 [22.cxd4 Wg7 23.4ie3 
(23.^3?! fxg3 24. Egi Wh6T) 23... 
fxe3 24.Sgi ®h6 25.Sxg8+ < tl?xg8=; 
22.4ixd4 Ws7 23.4ig3 fxg3 24.Wxg3 
(24-/4 W h6 25.^2 Wx/4) 24„.4}xd4 
25.Wxg7+ ^xg7 26.cxd4 ^7=] 22... 
Jixf2 23.He6? [23.Se2 Jie3 24.4ig4 
White has enough compensation to 
make a draw.] 23„.4}d8! 24.2x2 Jle3 
25x4 [25.4ig4 #c6!-+] 25... Hg3+ 

( 72 ) 

> Gy. Pap (2538) 

► I. Khenkin (2632) 

European Championship 
21.03.2012 

22.4}f5+! Wxf5 [22...gxf5 23.®h3+ 
^g6 24.Wxh7+ ^g5 25. Sg7+ 
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^f6 26. 1 l f h6++-] 23.Sxf5 gxf5 
24.Sxb7+- Sf7 [24...Sae8 25.e5+-] 

25. Wg3 fxe4 26.Sxe7! Saf8 [26... 
Sxe7 27.WI14++-] 27^4! 1-0 

(731 

> E. Safarli (2645) 

► D. Agaragimov (2342) 

European Championship 
20.03.2012 

30.4^5!! gxfs [30... ikxfs 3i.exf5+-l 

3 1. exf 5 Wf 7 [3i-l f d8 3 2.1 f d5++-] 

32. Wxa8+- 

(741 

> H. Stefansson (2531) 

► Bo. Vuckovic (2628) 

European Championship 
21.03.2012 

24.d6!! ikxd2 [24...exd6 25.^ds! 
ilxd2 (25... Ag726.Axas+-) 26.£lf6+ 
^fS 27.^1xe8+-] 25.4^5 [25.Wxd2 
was also strong 25„.Wf5 26.§d&s 
4 lic 6 27.^xe7+ (2ydxe7±) 

28.dxe7±] 25... 4 l)c 6 [25...^.h6 26^7! 
Wxd7 27.^f6+ exf6 28.Wxd7+-] 

26. Wxd2 4u)e5? [26... 1 l r d8! 27.dxe7 
{27.dy S/8) 27...Wd6 28.Sdi! £)xe7 
29.Sei±] 27.We3 exd6 28.4L)f6+ 1-0 

(751 

> S. Sulskis (2596) 

► A. Boruchovsky (2333) 

European Championship 
20.03.2012 

20.. .^a6!! 21. Sdi tricky move, Black 
must be careful. [2i.ilxe5 ilxe5+] 

21.. .h6! [21...4l!xc7? 22.SXC7!! Sxc7 
23.Sd8+ ilf8 24.iih6+-] 22. Axes 


Axes 23.g3 Sxc7 24.Sd8+ <^57 
25.SXC7 Axc7 26.Sa8 ikb6+ 

(761 

> T. Antal (2352) 

► D. Zoler (2541) 

European Championship 
22.03.2012 

15.„g5! 16.ile3 ^Llxes! 17.^03 [17. 
Wxe5 Jlf6-+] 17... J.f6+ 

(771 

> N. Grandelius (2545) 

► H. Melkumyan (2628) 

European Championship 
22.03.2012 

11. ^Llbs! Famous trick! Sometimes the 
same idea works with £)xd5 as well. 
n...cxb5 [n...Sf8 i2.iLc7We8 i3.^)d6 
ilxd614. ilxd6+-; 11... Ab712.£)C7+-] 

12. ^.C7 Jlb4+! i3.axb4 We7 i4.Wb3 
J.b7 I5.ilxb5± 

(781 

> A. Korobov (2679) 

► I. Nyzhnyk (2585) 

European Championship 
22.03.2012 

59.. .d2l! [59...e3! also works with 
similar idea 6o.‘tl?xd3 ( 6o.Axg2? dd) 

60.. .'^ > g3!! Due to the threat, 
the Black king reaches the f2 square, 
which secures the draw.] 60. ikxd2+ 
e3 6i.ila5 [6i.ilci ^g3!=] 6i...e2l 
62. Jslxg2 < ^?g3! 1/2-1/2 Draw agreed. 
^{2 is coming next. 



Greatest 365 puzzles 


103 


(791 

> S. Movsesian (2702) 

► V. Kotronias (2597) 

European Championship 
22.03.2012 

21. b4! cxb4 [21...WC7 22^5!+-] 

22. Sxd4 Sfc8 23.Wb3+- 

( 80 ) 

> A. Istratescu (2633) 

► Ant. Pavlidis (2431) 

European Championship 
23.03.2012 

16.C5! bxc5 i7.dxc5 [17.^04+ ‘ttPhS 
i8.4Llxh7!+-] 17... ^.C7 [i7...^xc5 
i8.ilc4+ ‘ttPhS i9.4Llxh7+-; I7...ik.xc5 
i8.ilc4+ ^h8 I9.^1xh7+-] i8.ilc4+ 
‘ttPhS I9.^1xh7+- 

( 81 ) 

> N. Sedlak (2593) 

► T. Petenyi (2359) 

European Championship 
23.03.2012 

33„.£lxd4 [33„.€ie5!! was the only 
way to win! Black collects the g6 
pawn, after which his king gets „air” 
on h7.34.®c8 (34. We6 ^3c4+! 35.&C14 
Sxfl2+-+) 34...€ixg6!-+] 34.exd4 
Wf3+ 35- ^a4 Sxa2+ 36.^bs Un¬ 
believable, but there is no mate... 
36...Bb2+ [36...Wb3+ 37.^06 Sa6+ 
( 37...Wb6+ 38.&XCI5 Wb3+ 39.^d6 
Wb6+=) 38.&C7 Wb6+ 39.&C8 Wxg6 

4o.Wxds=] 37.^5! [37.^06? Sb6+ 
38.&C7 WU+ 39 -&d8 Wf8+ 4 o.We8 
(40.‘tt?C7 Wb8#) 40... Sb8+-+] 37... 
Sa2+ [37...Wa3+? 38.^34] 38.^bs 


Bb2+ 39.^a5 Ha2+ 40.‘*t?b5 Sb2+ 

41. ‘tt?a5 1/2-1/2 

( 82 ) 

> I. Popov (2605) 

► Ni. Djukic (2513) 

European Championship 
24.03.2012 

34.£k8!! Sf2 [34„.Sxe4 35 . 2 d 8 ^8 
36.2xe8+! ^xe 8 37.^ld6++-; 34... 
2xb2 35.2d8 < tt?f7 36 . 2 f 3 -H~] 35.2d8 
‘ttPfS 36. Sc7 [36.2cd3+- was easier. 
Black is in zugzwang! Sd6 followed 
by Sxe6 is coming.] 36...Bd2! Nice 
trick, unfortunately for Black, he re¬ 
mains in zugzwang. 37-Bxd2 £}xc7 
38.2d8+! £)e8 39.b4 Black resigned. 
He could only pass with the rook, 
while the White king marches to 
C5.[39.b4 Sa8 40.h4 Sb8 41.^2 Sa8 

42. ^2 Sb8 43.‘tt?e2 Sa8 44.‘tt?d3 Sb8 
45.^04 Sa8 46.^05-)--] 

( 83 ) 

> C. Braun (2372) 

► D. Navara (2700) 

European Championship 
25.03.2012 

29...Sd2! [29... See2 3o.Sci hs+] 
30.2hhi 2xh4! Funny situation of 
the rooks! 31.^04 2xdi+ 32. Bxdi 

4z)e4 0-1 

( 84 ) 

> V. Durarbayli (2543) 

► A. Beliavsky (2630) 

European Championship 
25.03.2012 
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35.Sfi!! Only this silent move 
wins the game! 35...'tl?f6 [35...£ld8 
36.Wxd6+-; 35„.4L)e7 36.®xd6+-] 
36.Wxc6+- 

( 85 ) 

> A. Naiditsch (2702) 

► I. Sokolov (2653) 

European Championship 
25.03.2012 

27. iLxg6! [27.Wf3±] 27...Sxdi+ 

28. Bxdi hxg6 29.Hxd6! Wc7 [29... 
Wxd6 30.^f7++-] 30.2xg6 Sa6 
3i.Sxa6! [31.Wh5-(-?? ^g8 32.Sxa6 
®ci+! 33. < ^ ) h2 Wf4+=] 3i...bxa6 
[31...WC1+ 32.‘^ > h2+-] 32.Wh5+ ^g8 
33 .Wh 7 +^f 8 34.^e6 + 1-0 

( 86 ) 

> R. Rapport (2553) 

► D. Kadric 

European Championship 
25.03.2012 

52.Hxe8! Bai+ 53.'sl?h2 a2 54.Bh8! 
Bhi+ ss.'tlPxhi aiQ+ 56.‘tl?h2+- ^g7 
57 -Bbg 8 +! ^h6 [57...‘tt?f7 58.£)d6+ 
59 .Bd 8 !+-] 58 .Bg 6 + <^?h 5 

59.4^le3! Wb2 6o.'sl?h3 1-0 

( 87 ) 

> E. Sutovsky (2700) 

► Z. Kozul (2602) 

European Championship 
25.03.2012 

28.Bxf6! Jlxf6 29.4 l)C 5! iLh4 [29... 
Wc 8 30.4^7!+-] 30.Wxh4+- 


( 88 ) 

> E. Can (2476) 

► T. Nyback (2636) 

European Championship 
27.03.2012 

27... Sxes! 28.dxe5 Wb6+! 29.'s&ei 
[29.‘tt?fi Cide3+-+] 29„.^lf4! 30.We4 
[30.®xf5 4bxg2+ 31.^fi (31. 
We3#) 3i...^e3+-+] 
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30 .. .^ 1 xg 2 + [30...BC2!! would have 
been the worthy finish of the game! 
31.Wxc2 ( 3i.Wxf4 Wgi+ 32. kfi Wf2#) 

31.. £)xg2+ 32.^d2 We3#] 31. < ^?d2 g6+ 

( 89 ) 

> A. Cioara (2477) 

► M. Roiz (2652) 

European Championship 
27.03.2012 

22. £}d5! ilxf2+ [22...ilxd5 

23. Wxd5+-] 23.^hi iixds 24.Wxds 
Wb 7 2 5 .Wf 7 ! Jlc 5 26.e 5 Sf8 2 7 .Wxg 7 
ike7 28.e6+- 

( 98 ) 

> R. Hovhannisyan (2600) 

► N. Vitiugov (2709) 

European Championship 
27.03.2012 
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Seems to be quite hard to make 
progress, but Black has very strong 
option! 46...SC8!! This is the key! But 
it can be played after different kind 
of checks as well. [46...We2+ 47. < tt?h4 
Wei+ 48.^4 Wdi+ 49. ( &\\4 Sc8-+] 

47. We 5 [47. W f6 We2+! 4 8.&h 4 
Wh5+! 49-^g3 Sc3+-+] 47„.Wgi+! 

48. ^3 [48.&I14 WI12+ 49.^54 
Wh5+ 50.^3 Sc3+-+] 48...Whi+ 
[48...SC3+ 49.^e4 Wg2+ 50.‘tt?xd 4 
Wd2+ 51.^64 Se3#] 49.^62 Wg2+ 
5o.^?di Wc2+ 5i.^?ei Wbi+ 52.^62 
Sc2+ 53.^?d3 Sc3+ 0-1 

( 91 ) 

> D. Navara (2700) 

► V. Jianu (2497) 

European Championship 
27.03.2012 

34.Hbi! exd 4 + 35. ^4! £,{7 

36.^>xg5+- 

( 92 ) 

> Ni. Djukic (2513) 

► C. Ali Marandi (2315) 

European Championship 
28.03.2012 

30.Sxe4! g6! [3o...dxe4 31.^5 
h6 32.4ixh6+ gxh6 33.Wg6+ ‘t&hS 
34.WI17#] 3i.Wh6 dxe4 32.43g5 
Wxd4+ [32...Wd7 33.€if6+ Sxf6 
34.exf6+-] 33.^?h2 Wd7 34.43f6+ 
Sxf6 35.exf6 Sf8 36.f7+ [Here White 
missed the forced win 36. Sdi! ilds 
37.4ixe6!! Sxf6 38. Sxds! Wxe6 
39.Sd8+ 7 4 o.Wf8#] 36... Sxf7 

37.43xf 7 Wxf7 38.Wg5± 


( 93 ) 

> S. Movsesian (2702) 

► L. Pantsulaia (2595) 

European Championship 
28.03.2012 

3 o.l f d6+!! Wxd6 [ 3 o...<£g8 31^X66 
fxe6 32.Sff7+-] 3i.Sfxf7+ i-o[ 3 i. 
Sfxf7+ 3l?g832.Sxg7+ ^f8 33.Sdf7#] 

( 94 ) 

> A. Berescu (2494) 

► S. Ernst (2578) 

European Championship 
29.03.2012 

33.. .1.xe5! 34.Jk.xa7 [34-fxes 43 xes-+; 
34. Sxe7 Jld6 35. SeqSbu- 36. r J?g2 2ci-+] 

34.. . Sbi+ 35.^f2 Jid6 36. Jkd4 f6-+ 

( 95 ) 

> D. Khismatullin (2656) 

► A. Mastrovasilis (2510) 

European Championship 
29.03.2012 

23.43d8!! Sg7 [23...Sf8 2 4 .4ke6 
Jlxe6 25.43xe6Sf7 26.f5+-] 24.Sei!+- 
43d5 25.Se8+ < ^?h7 26.43de6 ilxe6 
27.43xe6 1-0 

( 96 ) 

> Vu. Rasulov (2526) 

► A. Mista (2587) 

European Championship 
29.03.2012 

46.. . Jth6!! The easiest and the nicest 
win. [46...WT6 — 1-] 47.Wei [47.WXC3 
bxc3 48.'cl?xf3 C2 49. Sai d2-+] 47... 
d2l 48.We7+ ilg7-+ 
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Medium 


(971 

> D. Lintchevski (2564) 

► A. Cioara (2477) 

European Championship 
30.03.2012 

Seems like too many pieces are hang¬ 
ing, but... 3i.f5!! ild4+ [31... Se7 32.fxg6 
hxg6 33.€ld6+ ^<18 34. jk,f3+- (34 .§Lxg6 
Se2+35.^1 jkd4+ 36. < &hi+-); 3i...gxf5 
32.^g5++-] 32. ^g2 Se3 33-fxg6 hxg6 
34. ^.xg6+- The human win, but com¬ 
puter shows 34. < SM6+ to be even strong¬ 
er. [34.4ikl6+ ^d8 35. Sf8+ < tl?c7 36. Sfy-t- 
^?b6 37. Sxb7+ < tt?a6 38. iLg4+-] 

(981 

> M. Mchedlishvili (2626) 

► R. Rapport (2559) 

European Championship 
30.03.2012 

There is only one win in the position: 

42. Wg2+! &f5 [42...^g4 43 -h 3 +-] 

43. Sg7l! and the Wg6 mate can be 
only avoided with a piece sacrifice. 
43...£>g4 44 -h 3 +- [44.WC2+ was 
more direct win 44...e4 45.WC8+ ^?f6 
(45—^5 46.ne7+ ^?f6 {46...^xds 
47.WC4#) 47.We6+ ^?g5 48.2g7+ 
^h4 49.®e7++-) 46.Wf8+ &e5 
47.Se7+ ^d4 48.®xf4+-] 

(991 

> B. Socko (2647) 

► V. Popov (2546) 

European Championship 
30.03.2012 

Seems like, due to the two bishops 
White has a longterm advantage, but 


as usual one small tactic might eas¬ 
ily change the evaluation. 22...Cie4!! 

23. dxe4 [23.ilxe4 fxe4 24.Hxf8+ 
Sxf8?; 23.Sg2 iLxg3+!] 23„.fxe4 

24. Sei White lays a trap, but Black 
calculated one move further! 24... 
ikxb2l 25.ikb4 White was hoping 
for winning some material with the 
pins, but... 
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25„.exf3! 26.Hxf3 Hxei! 27.1Sxf8+ 
^?g7+ and Black ended up with an 
extra pawn. 

(1881 

> E. Najer (2640) 

► M. Vachier Lagrave (2682) 
European Championship 
31.03.2012 

29J4! [29.Wa8+?! ^?e7 3o.Wxa6 Sci 
3i.^?d2 Sbi is unclear.] 29„.exf4 30.65! 
[30.Hxf4 Hh2+ 3i.4?fi±] 30...fxg3 
[30...HC1 3i.exd6+-; 30...f3+ 3i.Hxf3 
Hh2+ 32.^?di 2hi+ 33.^?d2 HI12+ 
34.^3+-] 3i.Sxf7 Eh 2 + 32.&ei g2 

[32...Shi+ 33.^?d2 Hh2+ 34.^3+- 

] 33.nf8+! skd7 34.e6+ i-o[34.e6+ 
&e7 35-Sf7+ ^>d8 36.Wa8+ Wc8 
37. Sd7+ ^e8 38.WXC8#] 
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( 101 ) 

> A. Shabalov (2523) 

► T. Gelashvili (2618) 

Philadelphia 

06.04.2012 

There are many tempting moves, but 
only one of them is good! i9.<She6!! 
[i9.^1xf7 ^?xf7 20.ile6+ Sxe6 
2i.dxe6+ < tl?xe6 I was unable to find 
way to continue the attack. Black king 
is quickly running back to f7-g8...] 

19.. .fxe6 [i9„.We7 20.d6+-] 2o.dxe6 
iic6 [20...cxb3 was probably the most 
critical line, but still after some exact 
moves White achieves an advantage 
2i.Wxb3 4 lic 5 22.®a2! Wez 23. ^.d6 
Wxd6 24.e7+! (24. lkxd6 25^7+ 
&h8 26.Jk.xc8 ^lxc8 2/.Wxa7± ) 24... 
Chds 25.4llxd5 ^h8 26.ilxc8 Sxc8 
27.Sfei±] 2i.bxc4! Cold-blooded re¬ 
action! Black can not leave the pins. 

21.. .1U>4 [2i...Se7 22.exd7 Jlxd7 
23. ilg5±] 22.exd7 ^lxd7 23.^d5 ilcs 
24.il.f5! h6 
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25.^.xh6! gxh6 26.Axdz! Wg5 
[26... Jlxd7 27.Wg6+ ^h8 28.Cif6+-] 
27.ilxc8 Hxc 8 28.We4+- 


( 102 ) 

> L. Vajda (2597) 

► C. Zeng (2435) 

Doeberl Cup 
08.04.2012 

3i.^xe5! [3i.d7+ ‘t&dS^] 3i...Wxd6 
[31...WXC5 32.Wa8+ Sb8 33-d7+! ^?d8 

34. Wxb8+ <^e7 35.1 f xf8+! <^xf8 
36.d8Q++-] 32.£^7! [32.£}ed7+- 
is the same.] 32...Wxd7 [32...iLxd7 
33-1^38+ Sb8 34 .Wxb8#] 33-1^8+ 
i-o[ 33 .! f a8+ Sb8 3 4.1bcb8+! <^xb8 

35 . ^lxd7+ ^c8 3 6 . 4 L)xf 8 +-] 

(103) 

> J. Bosch (2386) 

► V. Shishkin (2464) 

Deizisau 

09.04.2012 

io...4l!c 5!! 11.ild3 [n.Wc2 ilxd4!+; 
n.dxc5 iLxc 3 —1-; n.We 3 h6! 12.ilf4 
4ule6+] 11...£^>3! i2.axb3 Wxai-t—t- 

(104) 

> A. Morozevich (2765) 

► D. Jakovenko (2729) 

Russian league 
10.04.2012 

i9.e6!! iLxe6 [i9...^1xe6 20.Sfei+-] 
20.4u)xe6 [20.Sfei? 0-0-0!] 20...^xe6 
2i.Wxd5± It is enough to stop your cal¬ 
culations here. Easy to feel, that the Black 
king will not find shelter in this game 
due to the strong a3 bishop. 2i...Sd8 
22.1§T>3 [22.Wb5+!? Wdy 2 3 .Wb 3 ±] 22... 
h5 [22...Sb8 23.®a4+ Wd7 24.We4±] 
23.Sfei Sh6 24.Wb4! ^d7 25.Saci 
Sb8 26. Wa4+ t^c 8 27. ilb41-0 
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Medium 


(1051 

> A. Korobov (2679) 

► M. Panarin (2523) 

Russian league 
12.04.2012 

32.. . ikes!! The only move to not lose, 
but it also gives some advantage for 
Black. 33.£ixd5 Jlxg3 34.^f6? White 
was still ambitious and missed an¬ 
other tactic. [He should have played 
34.^xb6 axb6 35-fxg3 Hd6? with 
good drawing chances, but Black can 
still press a bit.] 34...iLxf2+! 35.‘tt?xf2 
Sf7 36.He6 Cfd4! 37.Sd6 £^5! 0-1 
Resigned, because < tt?g7 is coming 
next. 

1106 ) 

> Young, An (2321) 

► E. Sevillano (2502) 

Saint Louis 
12.04.2012 

16.. .Wa5+!! i7.b4 [17.^03 exd4 
i8.Wxd4 ikf6 i9.Wd2 Hxc3!-+] 17... 
Wxa2l! i8.^ib3 [i8.Hxa2 Hen— +; 
18.f3 Wxai+ 19.4?f2 Jld7—1-] 18... 
Wxai+! 0-1 

(1071 

> P. Acs (2587) 

► D. Howell (2633) 

German league 
15.04.2012 

54.. . il,e4? was tempting, but leads 
to draw. [54 ...d2-(-! Or 54... ild7! was 
the way to win. 55.‘ttPdi ildy! 56.Hd8 
ika4+ 57.^62 iLb5+! The keymove! 
58.‘ttPdi Jlxa6-+] 55.Sd8! d2+ 


Sd.'ttPdi iLf3+ 57.^02 ile4+ sS.'ttPdi 
< ^ > b3 59.Sb8+! < tt?C4 6o.Sd8= 

( 108 ) 

> J. Granda Zuniga (2640) 

► G. Milos (2593) 

Iberoamericano Championship 
15.04.2012 

27 .. . 4 LlXg 2 !! 28. < d?Xg2 ilxg4! 

29.^.xg4 Hxg4+ 30. < i , hi [30.^h3 
Hg3+! 31.&I12 Wg5! 32.jk.xg3 Wxg3+ 
33. < ^ > hi Wh3+ 34.^gi ISg8+ 35. < ti’f2 
We 3 #; 3 o.&f 3 Sg2-+] 3 o...Wg6! 
With this important silent move, 
Black brings his heavy artillery to the 
game. [3o...Wg5! was also good with 
the same idea.] 31. Sa2 Hg8-+ 

( 109 ) 

> D. Jakovenko (2729) 

► E. Sutovsky (2700) 

Russian league 
15.04.2012 

48.. . < £)hi!! Picturesque only move! 

49. WC2! was also necessary. [49. 
&xhi? Wxf2-+] 49-±f 5 [49...®b6 

50. 'ttPxhi Wxb7+=] 5o.We2 Wb6 

51. ^t?xhi Wxb7+= and soon agreed 
to draw. 

( 110 ) 

> R. Kasimdzahov (2678) 

► A. Postojev (2330) 

German league 
15.04.2012 

25.^4!! The^d6 threat forces Black to 
give up his structure and open the diag¬ 
onal of the g2 bishop. 25 ...dxc4 26.bxc4 
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Sc7 27.cxb5 axbs 28. Sa6 [White could 
have won a pawn after 28. Saz! 4 u)f 6 
29.SXC7 Wxcy 3o.Wf3! and a double¬ 
threat is coming in both lines. 30... Sc8 
(30. ..^\ds 3i.Wh5!+-) 3i.We3l-t—] 28... 
Sec8 29.e4± with big advantage. 

mil 

> M. Mozharov (2474) 

► V. Malakhov (2705) 

Russian league 
15.04.2012 

41.. .£)g4+!! 42.hxg4 Wh6+ White 
can not escape from the perpetual 
check. 43.‘sl?gi We3+! [43...WCI+? 
44.ikfi We3+ 45.^g2 ®d2+ 46.^3! 
Wc 3 + 47 -^ei Wc 2 + 48.^63+-] 
44.&fi Wci+ [44...Wd3-t-=] 45.<^>f2 
Wd2+ 46. ^gi We3+ 47. f ^h2 Wh6+ 
48. ilh3 Wd2+ 49. ^?gi We3+ 50.‘^ ) h2 
1/2-1/2 

(1121 

> P. Tregubov (2599) 

► A. Morozevich (2765) 

Russian league 
15.04.2012 

37.. .5f5l! [37...Se6? 38.Sxd6!±] 
38.Sfdi [38.Sxf5 Sei+ 39.^h2 
^lxf5-+] 38...Sxf6 39.Sxd6 Sxd6 
[39...33!? 40.Sd7+ Sf7-+] 40.Sxd6 
a3 41. Sa6 Se3+ Black won the end¬ 
game with good technique. 

(1131 

> Y. Bacallao Alonso (2550) 

► J. Gonzalez Garcia (2529) 
Catalanian league 
17.04.2012 


33. Sxf7+!! ^xf7 [ 33 ... < 4 >g 8 34.®c6!+- 
] 34.fxe6+ < ^?xe6 35.iLxd5+ Wxds 
36.Sei+! ^?d6 37.Wa6++- 

(1141 

> E. Ahmadinia (2379) 

► B. Amin (2608) 

Dubai Open 
22.04.2012 

18.. .^1xd4!! i9.Wxd4 [White could 
have resisted more with 19. ^?g2 4 l) xf3 
20.®xf3 ild7+ But his position re¬ 
mains quite hopeless anyway.] 19... 
£}fs! 20.Wf4 g5!--1- 

(1151 

> S. Movsesian (2715) 

► D. Swiercz (2585) 

Czech league 
22.04.2012 

29.Wxh7+! Wxh7 30. iLds+I! This is 
the point! The rooks are mating on 
theh-file! 30...Sf7 [30... Wf7 3i.Sh8+ 
&g 7 32.Sih7#] 31. jk,xf7+! i-o[3i. 
A xf7+ Wxf;7 32.1 h8+ &g7 33- S ih7#] 

(1161 

> J. Radulski (2552) 

► K. Rusev (2516) 

Bulgarian Championship 
22.04.2012 

16.. .1txh3!! Beautiful motif! [Of 
course not i6...exd4?? 17. Wxe8+ Cixe8 
i8.Sxe8#] i7.gxh3 exd4 i8.Wfi Sxei 
19. Wxei d3! The passive White pieces 
are unbale to protect the king. [19... 
Se8? 20.®fi!] 2o.iLb3 [20. JLdi Se8 
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Medium 


21. ''S f fi ^Lle4-+] 20...Wf3 21. ike3 2 e 8 

22. ^1d2 Wxh3 o-i 

( 117 ) 

> B. Bellahcene (2321) 

► F. Handke (2525) 

Lille Open 
26.04.2012 

24„.^ei!! It is always a pleasure to 
make such a move! 25.We2 Hxdi 
26.Wxdi 4u)xg2 27.^xg2 Wes 
28. ila3 Wxe4+ 29.^h2 J.XC4-+ 

( 118 ) 

> V. Nozdrachev (2449) 

► A. Stukopin (2485) 

Sochi 

26.04.2012 

18.HI16!! Really spectacular crush¬ 
ing move! [18. jk,h3 Wb8 i9.Wd2± 
also with dangerous attack, but 
Black is alive.] i8...Wc8 i9.2xf6! 
gxf6 20. ^.h3! £\b8 2i.Wxf6+ ^C7 

22.We5+ ^b6 23.^.xd7 [23.Sd6++- 
] 23...4u)xd7 24.Wd6+ ^b5 [24...^6 
25.''i f d4++-] 25.Wxd7+ White went 
for easy winning endgame, instead of 
giving mate in few moves... [25. Sd5+! 
4 l1c 5 26.a4++-] 25...Wxd7 26. Sxd7+- 

( 119 ) 

> D. Collutiis (2493) 

► M. Brunello (2263) 

Italian league 
28.04.2012 


exd5 22.^1xd5 Wes 23 . 4 u)xe 7 + t^h8 

24. 2d5 Wc7 25.4 l1xc8 2xc8 26^5!+- 

( 120 ) 

> A. Motylev (2683) 

► Wan Yunguo (2441) 

Chinese league 
28.04.2012 

25. ^g5+! hxg5 26.hxg5+ ^g8 
27.Sh2! ?^xd4 28.2ahi £\f3+ 
29.Wxf3 i-o[29.''i f xf3 Sxf3 30.2h8+ 
't&f 7 3i.2xd8+-] 

( 121 ) 

> E. Safarli (2645) 

► V. Rasulov (2526) 

Nakhchivan Open 
29.04.2012 

36... ild3+!! 37.2xd3 2 gi+!! 0-1 Fol¬ 
lowed by mate on the backrank. 

( 122 ) 

> E. Sutovsky (2700) 

► M. Olszewski (2539) 

Italian league 
29.04.2012 

20.ilxh7+! &xh7 2i.Wh5+ &g8 
22 .^.xg 7 ! ^?xg 7 23 .Wg 4 + l ^ ) h7 

24. Wh5+ [It would be too greedy 
to play on win with 24.Se3?? £^3+ 

25. ^1xf3 Sg8—1-] 24...^g7 25.Wg4+ 
^?h7 26.Wh5+ ^g7 27.Wg4+ 1/2-1/2 


20. b4l! Wxb4 [20...WC7 2i.^cd5!+-] 

21. Cicd5! fci.^eds! is the same.] 21... 
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Hard 


( 1 ) 


( 2 ) 


> M. Carlsen (2835) 

► L. Aronian (2805) 
Wijk aan Zee 
16.01.2012 

1. +- 




> A. Motylev (2677) 

► S. Tiviakov (2677) 
Wijk aan Zee 
17.01.2012 



( 3 ) 


( 4 ) 


> L. Aronian (2805) 

► F. Caruana (2736) 
Wijk aan Zee 
24.01.2012 
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> V. Ivanchuk (2766) 

► A. Giri (2714) 

Wijk aan Zee 
24.01.2012 


1. +- 
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(5) 

> L’E. Ami (2596) 

► D. Harika (2516) 
Wijk aan Zee 
24.01.2012 



m 


> S. Ernst (2606) 

► P. Harikrishna (2665) 
Wijk aan Zee 
27.01.2012 



( 6 ) 

> F. Caruana (2736) 

► A. Giri (2714) 
Wijk aan Zee 
27.01.2012 
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( 8 ) 


> S. Mamedyarov (2747) 

► A. Zatonskih (2506) 
Gibraltar 
27.01.2012 
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Hard 



> A. Aitbayev (2386) 

► Timofeev, Arty (2659) 
Moscow Open 
28.01.2012 

1... -/+ 





( 11 ) 


( 12 ) 


> Hou Yifan (2605) 

► Le Quang Liem (2714) 
Gibraltar 


31.01.2012 



> Ni Hua (2641) 

► N. Kabanov (2522) 
Moscow Open 
31.01.2012 
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(13) 

> A. Lastin (2538) 

► Arty Timofeev (2659) 
Moscow Open 
01.02.2012 
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(15) 


> Alb. David (2598) 

► Ar Salem (2505) 
Gibraltar 
02.02.2012 


1... -+ 
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(14) 

> E. Berg (2550) 

► M. Vachier Lagrave (2699) 
Gibraltar 

02.02.2012 



(16) 


> B. Savchenko (2609) 

► A. Goganov (2497) 
Moscow Open 
03.02.2012 
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Hard 


( 17 ) 


( 18 ) 


> L. D. Nisipeanu (2638) 

► A. Lauber (2464) 
German league 
04.02.2012 
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> M. Vachier Lagrave (2715) 

► A. Giri (2722) 

German league 
04.02.2012 
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( 19 ) 


( 20 ) 


> F. Vallejo Pons (2716) 

► H. Melkumyan (2619) 
German league 
24.02.2012 


1. +/- 



> I. Cheparinov (2659) 

► P. Drenchev (2493) 
Tringov memorial 
05.02.2012 
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( 21 ) 


( 22 ) 


> H. Melkumyan (2619) 

► C. Lupulescu (2655) 
German league 
05.02.2012 

1. +/- 
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■ ■ Mi. 

1 mu 
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(23) 

> B. Adhiban (2561) 

► M. Ragger (2655) 
Aeroflot Open 
07.02.2012 

1. +/- 



> M. Ragger (2655) 

► H. Steingrimsson (2562) 
German league 
05.02.2012 


1. +- 



(24) 

> B. Socko (2636) 

► I. Bukavshin (2517) 
Aeroflot Open 
07.02.2012 

1. +- 
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Hard 


(25) 


(26) 


> Shen Yang (2447) 

► R. Robson (2596) 
Aeroflot Open 
09.02.2012 
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> Ab. Gupta (2652) 

► Cs. Balogh (2665) 
Aeroflot Open 
10.02.2012 
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> A. Jankovic (2568) > S. Sjugirov (2622) 

► C. Sandipan (2628) ► B. Jobava (2704) 

Aeroflot Open Aeroflot Open 


12.02.2012 12.02.2012 
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(29) 


(30) 


> B. Jobava (2704) 

► D. Bocharov (2611) 
Aeroflot Open 
13.02.2012 


1. +- 
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> R. Mamedov (2636) 

► Lu Shanglei (2516) 
Aeroflot Open 
13.02.2012 

1. +/- 
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(31) 


(32) 


> A. Khalifman (2632) 

► S. Zhigalko (2658) 
Aeroflot Open 
14.02.2012 


1. +/- 



> M. Godena (2548) 

► A. Gershon (2499) 
Israelian league 
24.02.2012 
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Hard 


( 33 ) 


( 34 ) 


> T. Henrichs (2473) 

► R. Fontaine (2552) 
German league 
25.02.2012 
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> N. Huschenbeth (2510) 

► E. Postny (2622) 
German league 
26.02.2012 



( 35 ) 


( 36 ) 


> A. Lauber(2464) 

► D. Baramidze (2591) 
German league 
26.02.2012 
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> R. Polzin (2469) 

► O. Boguslavskyy (2467) 
German league 
26.02.2012 


1. +- 







Greatest 365 puzzles 


121 


(37) 

> B. Amin (2608) 

► R. Vera Gonzalez Quevedo (2482) 
Cappelle la Grande 

04.03.2012 



(39) 


> V. Durarbayli (2543) 

► C. Sandipan (2595) 
Cappelle la Grande 
09.03.2012 


1. +/- 



(38) 

> I. Krush (2461) 

► F. Caruana (2767) 
Reykjavik Open 
08.03.2012 



(40) 


> M. Oratovsky (2521) 

► L. Bruzon (2691) 
Catalanian league 
10.03.2012 
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Hard 


(41) 


(42) 


> F. Berkes (2706) 

► S. Bogner (2534) 
German league 
17.03.2012 
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> B. Socko (2628) 

► C. Sandipan (2640) 
German league 
17.03.2012 

1... = 




(43) 


(44) 


> L. Gonda (2520) 

► Z. Efimenko (2703) 

German league 


18.03.2012 



> A. Naiditsch (2707) 

► D. Brandenburg (2522) 
German league 
18.03.2012 
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(45) 

> Analysis of Cs. Balogh (2664) 

► A. Sharafiev (2433) 

European Championship 


20.03.2012 



(47) 


(46) 

> A. Volokitin (2695) 

► E. Schiendorfer (2349) 
European Championship 
21.03.2012 


1. +/- 
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(48) 


> I. Ivanisevic (2645) 

► D. Baratosi (2407) 
European Championship 
22.03.2012 


1. +- 



> VI. Fedoseev (2548) 

► D. Khismatullin (2656) 
European Championship 
23.03.2012 
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Hard 


( 49 ) 


( 50 ) 


> V. Papin (2575) 

► B. Jobava (2706) 
European Championship 
23.03.2012 

1... -+ 



> A. Dreev (2698) 

► A. Brkic (2587) 
European Championship 
27.03.2012 
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( 51 ) 


( 52 ) 


> E. Najer (2640) 

► V. Durarbayli (2543) 
European Championship 
27.03.2012 
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> T. Banusz (2583) 

► Cs. Balogh (2664) 
European Championship 


28.03.2012 
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( 53 ) 


( 54 ) 


> I. Smirin (2657) 

► K. Kulaots (2585) 
European Championship 
28.03.2012 


> V. Erdos (2636) 

► Mio Perunovic (2481) 
European Championship 
29.03.2012 
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> Arty Timofeev (2650) 

► D. Jakovenko (2729) 
European Championship 
29.03.2012 

1. -/+ 
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> M. Godena (2508) 

► S. Ter Sahakyan (2578) 
European Championship 
30.03.2012 
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Hard 


( 57 ) 


( 58 ) 


> Ding Liren (2660) 

► Lu Shanglei (2514) 
Xinghua 
31.03.2012 


1.+- 




> B. Grachev (2705) 

► K. Alekseenko (2367) 
European Championship 
31.03.2012 
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( 59 ) 


( 60 ) 


> Yu Yangyi (2615) 

► Ding Liren (2660) 
Xinghua 
05.04.2012 
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> E. Bacrot (2706) 

► M. Burschowsky (2229) 
Deizisau 

06.04.2012 
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( 61 ) 


( 62 ) 


> C. Hauser (2209) 

► M. Perunovic (2582) 
Deizisau 
06.04.2012 



( 63 ) 


> S. Shankland (2580) 

► R. Prasca Sosa (2420) 
Philadelphia 
06.04.2012 


1. +- 




( 64 ) 


> A. Naiditsch (2702) 

► O. Kurmann (2458) 
Deizisau 
09.04.2012 
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> Ki. Georgiev (2671) 

► V. Bogdanovski (2435) 

Skopje 

09.04.2012 

1. +- 
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Hard 


( 65 ) 


( 66 ) 


> V. Gunina (2511) 

► E. Kovalevskaya (2419) 
Russian league w 
11.04.2012 


1. +/- 



1 11 


m 


A 

■ ■ 

i 

i 

1 



■ 


% 

“■_n 

□ ■ 

□ 

A 

□ 

A 




* 



> P. Nakhapetiane (2504) 

► K. Landa (2645) 
Russian league 
11.04.2012 


1... -/+ 



( 67 ) 


( 68 ) 


> S. Movsesian (2702) 

► A. Motylev (2683) 
Russian league 
12.04.2012 


> V. Potkin (2669) 

► D. Andreikin (2689) 
Russian league 
12.04.2012 
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( 69 ) 


( 70 ) 


> R. Kempinski (2604) 

► E. Berg (2575) 
German league 
14.04.2012 

1... -+ 



> R. Ruck (2579) 

► A. Naiditsch (2707) 
German league 
14.04.2012 



( 71 ) 


( 72 ) 


> P. Maletin (2586) 

► D. Khismatullin (2656) 
Russian league 


15.04.2012 



> S. Movsesian (2702) 

► P. Leko (2720) 
Russian league 
15.04.2012 
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Hard 



> A. Volokitin (2695) 

► R. Antoniewski (2559) 
Austrian league 
21.04.2012 



> Xiu Deshun (2492) 

► Wen Yang (2549) 
Chinese league 
29.04.2012 






- SOLUTIONS - 


m 

> M. Carlsen (2835) 

► L. Aronian (2805) 

Wijk aan Zee 
16.01.2012 

38.iLci!! Sxf2+ 39.‘tl?xf2 Sxdi 
40.ilb2+ 4 lT 6 [40...Ag7 41.^ xg6#] 
4i.iLxf6+‘tl?h7 42.^6! iLd643.iLes 
h,e7 44J8Q i£xf8 45.^xf8++- with 
a technically winning endgame. 

(21 

> A. Motylev (2677) 

► S. Tiviakov (2677) 

Wijk aan Zee 
17.01.2012 

23.il.f3!! ilxb2 [23...ilxf3 24.gxf3±] 
24.Wa4! The most accurate move! 
[24.Wd3 also led to advantage 24... 
Sc3 25.Wbi Sxe3! (25... Axai 26. Axds 
exds 27.b7 ±) 26.iLxds exds 27.Wxb2±] 
24...SC4 [24...ilxai 25.WXC2+-] 
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25.WXC4! ilxc4 26.Sabi! [26.b7 
Ads!] 26... Aes 27.b7 Ads 28.Axds 
exds 29. Sxds JlC7 30. Sd7 Aes 3i.bx- 
a8Q Wxa8 32. Ah6+- White is win¬ 
ning, but the finish was also elegant: 


32...We833.Sbdi Af6 34.S7d6 Ae7 
35. Sei as 36. Sb6 Wd8 37. Sxe7! 1-0 

( 3 ) 

> L. Aronian (2805) 

► F. Caruana (2736) 

Wijk aan Zee 
24.01.2012 

Despite being a rook up, the win is 
not so obvious. 40.Wg3!! [40.WI14 
Cie4 4i.Wxg4 §d&2\ 40...Wxe2 
[40...4Llg8 4i.Ad3 Wd2 42.We5+ f6 
43.We4 f5 44.We 5 + ^h6 45 .Wf4+ 
4?g7 46.Axfs! gxfs 47.®xf5+-] 
4i.We5 d3 [4i...®xc4 42.Wxf6+ ^?g8 
(42...^h6 43.Wh8+ ^gs 44M4+ gxh$ 
45. Wf6+ &h6 46. S f4+-) 43. Sbi! ‘ttPlv 
44.Sb7 Wci+ 45.Wfi+-] 42.Sxf6 
[42.Wxf6++-] 42...‘tl?h6 43.Sxf7 
Wei+ 44.^g2 We2+ 45.^g3 Wei-t- 
46.4?xg4 Wgi-t- 47- &h3 1-0 

( 4 ) 

> V. Ivanchuk (2766) 

► A. Giri (2714) 

Wijk aan Zee 
24.01.2012 

50. Sh7+! <^08 5i.Sxb7! < ^’xb7 
52T4!! Only this move is winning. 
[52.e6? ^C7 53.^65 ^dS—h] 52...gxf4 
[52...g 4 53 -e 6 <^c7 54-^5 <&d 8 (54- 
«5 55 -&f 6 +-) 55 -^xfs &e 7 56.^5 a 5 
57 -f 5 34 58.^4+-] 53^4! as 54.e6! 
[54-h5? a4] 54 ...^>C 7 ss.hs a4 56.67! 
< tt?d7 57.h6 i-o[57.h6 a3 58.h7 a2 
59.e8Q+ ‘i’xeS 6o.h8Q++-] 
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Hard 


( 5 ) 

> L’E. Ami (2596) 

► D. Harika (2516) 

Wijk aan Zee 
24.01.2012 

19-^hi!! Amazingly deep! Creat¬ 
ing the Ah6 threat. [19.WXC4 Axe3+ 
20.^hi Wes 2i.Wb3 Ah6 could be 
good as well, but if Black manages to 
consolidate with Wez and Ae6, then 
he is fine.] i9...Axe3 20.Wxe3 g5 
[20...®h5 2i.Wd3+-] 2i.e5! h6 22.e6 
[22.®d3!? Hf4 23.®h7+-] 22... Axe6 
2$.Wxe6+- 

[61 

> F. Caruana (2736) 

► A. Giri (2714) 

Wijk aan Zee 
27.01.2012 

17.jk.xa5!! Typical sacrifice in the 
Slav, after which White collects all 
the queenside pawns. i7„.Sxa5 [17... 
Wxa5 i8.Wxa5 Hxa5 I9.£)xc6 22a8 
20.Axb5±] i 8.4 d>xc 6! Ha8 i9.Axbs 
Ae6 20.a4 fs 2i.Wd2! Af6 [21... Ads 
22.^e5 (22.^i>4 A/7 23.£)a6 Wa/ 
24.b4±) 22...Axe5 23.fxe5 e6 24.b4±] 
22.d5 Af7 23. Saci ^?f8 24.b4+- Black 
had no chance to hold the passers. 

(71 

> S. Ernst (2606) 

► P. Harikrishna (2665) 

Wijk aan Zee 
27.01.2012 

Very difficult task to calculate all the s 
in order to escape from the perpetual 


check. 35.SC3! Wxa2+ 36.HC2 Wa5+ 
37. Sc3 Wa2+ 38. Ac2! Only this way! 

38.. .5e2+ 39.^3 Wa6+ 40.HC4 
Wa3+ 41.HC3 Wa6+ 42.&d4\ Again 
the only move to progress. 42 ... Sd2+ 
[42...Wb6+ 43.^?C4! Wa.6+ 44.^3 

Wb 5 + 45-^33 Wa 5 + 46.^b2 Wb 4 + 

47. ^ci-t--] 43.^65! We2+ [43... ne2+ 
44.Se3+-] 44.^6 1-0 

[81 

> S. Mamedyarov (2747) 

► A. Zatonskih (2506) 

Gibraltar 

27.01.2012 

I5.£ke4! £ixe4 [i5„.bxc4 i6.^xf6+ 
Axf6 17.Wh7#] i6.Wxe4 Axgs 
17. Ad3! fs i8.Wxc6 Axf4 i9.Wxa8 

Wb6 20.Wf 3 ± 

( 9 ) 

> A. Aitbayev (2386) 

► Arty Timofeev (2659) 

Moscow Open 

28.01.2012 

86.. .Aci+!! 87.SXC1 Hxd3! 88.cxd3 
e5+! [88...Sxci 89.65 Sc2 90.^63^x32 
9i.Hxb4=] 89. ! i'e3 Hxci 90. Hh8 Hei-t- 
[90... Scz! was the right move 91. Sb8 
IIxa2 92.Sxb4 Sai! 93.Ha4 a2—h] 
91.^3 Ifi-t- 92.^63 Sgi 93.Hb8 

Hxgs 94-Sxb4? [94. < tl?f2! would have 
hold the draw] 94...Hg2+ 

[101 

> G. Glidzhain (2381) 

► V. Iordachescu (2651) 

Moscow Open 

28.01.2012 
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19...Sfs!! [i9„.Sf6 was more logi¬ 
cal, but much weaker. 20.Wh5 Sh6 
2r.Wf7=] 20.bxa5 [20.Wxe6 Sf6! 

21.WI13 Sh6-+] 20...We7! 21.Sabi 
Sf6 [21... Jla6+] 22.Wc2 [22.Whs 
Sh6+] 22. ..e4 23.^.xe4 dxe4 

24.Wxe4 Sxa5+ 

( 11 ) 

> Hou Yifan (2605) 

► Le Quang Liem (2714) 

Gibraltar 

31.01.2012 

34-Sxh6!! gxh6 35.We6+ < i > g7 
36.Wd7+! < tt?g6 37.^e6! Actually it is 
Black, who has to fight for draw. Only 
one move would have saved him, but 
he failed to find it. 37... iLc5? [37... 
Sf7! 38.4^4+ < tt?g7 39.^h5+ ‘ttPgS! 
(39...^g6 40.'We6+ tf6 4i.§2\xf6 ^Lxf6 
42.Wxf 5 ++-) 4 o.We8+ Sf8 ( 40..M/8 
4iMxa4 ±) 4i.Wg6+ ^h8 42.Wxh6+ 
^g8=] 38.Wg7+! 39.^1xf8 iLxf8 

40.Wf7+ 1-0 

( 12 ) 

> Ni Hua (2641) 

► N. Kabanov (2522) 

Moscow Open 
31.01.2012 

20. ilh6!! gxh6 2i.Wxh6 C4 [2i...Wd8 
22.Se3 ^h8 23.Sg3 Sg8 24-Sxg8+ 
^xg8 ( 24 ...Wxg 825 .Wxb 6 +-) 25 .Sd 3 +-] 
22.Se3 [22. Wg5+ <^h8 23.IT6+ 
^g8 24.Se3+-] 22...f6 23.Sg3+ ^7 
24. Sg7+ ^t?e8 25.Wxh7 ^t?d8 26. Jlxc4! 
Wxc4 27.Sgxd7+ [27.Sdxd7+ ^xd7 
28.Sxd7+ ^c8 29.Sxb7+-] 27...‘tt?c8 
28. S7d6 Wc7 29. Wh6 1-0 


(13) 

> A. Lastin (2538) 

► Arty Timofeev (2659) 

Moscow Open 
01.02.2012 

i7.£}xd6+!! Wxd6 i8.ilb5+ < tt?e7 
i9.Wxd6+! < tt?xd6 2o.Sadi+± < tt?e6 
[20 ... < tt?C7 2i.fxe5 £)xe4 22.Sxf7+ 
^b8 23.Sdd7 ilc8 24.Sde7±; 20... 
< tt?e7 2i.fxe5±] 2i.ilc4+! < tt?e7 22.fxe5 
Sac8 23.exf6+ gxf6 24.ilb3± 

(14) 

> E. Berg (2550) 

► M. Vachier Lagrave (2699) 
Gibraltar 

02.02.2012 

i7.^1xf8!! 42 xd 3 i8.^1g6+ *5^7 
19.jk.xd3! with more than enough 
compensation for the queen. Black 
king is too weak. 19... ^xg6 [Black was 
nicely mated in another recent game 
as well. 19... jk,d8 20.4^5! b5 {20...^\xds 

21. exd5 §Lxh4 22&)xh4+ &g8 23&\g6 
J id7 24.2/3+-; 20...^Qxg6 2i.es+ 2?/7 

22. exf6 ±) 2i.^ge7! jk,xe7 22 . 42 xe 7 
jk,b7 23.jk.xf6 gxf6 24.Sxf6 Wxa2 
25.Sbfi < tt?g7 26.Sg6+ ‘tbhS 27.65! 1-0 
Bobras-Maksimenko, German league 
2012.; 19...WXC3 20 . 4 l)xc 7 +-] 20.e5+ 
‘ttPhs [20 ...&7 2i.exf6 jk,xf6 22 . 42 ds+-] 
2i.exf6 jk.xf6 [21...WXC3 22.fxe7 Jk.d.7 

23. jk,ei Wes 24. Sxb7+-] 22. jk,xf6 gxf6 
23.Sb3! Was 24.Sxf6!+- Black can 
not hold the threats. 24... ikd7 25.^4! 
jk,g4 [25...Wei+ 26. 2 fi+-] 26.h3 Sg8 
27.hxg4+ Sxg4 28. jk.e2 Wei+ 29.S;.- i h2 
1-0 
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Hard 


[151 

> David,Alb (2598) 

► A. R. Salem (2505) 

Gibraltar 

02.02.2012 

30...SC4!! 3i.bxc4 Wxc5 with the 
double threat of Wxgi and Sxc4 
32 -Sg 5 [32.Wg3 Sg4l-+] 32 ... 1 f f 2 +! 
0-1 [But not 32...SXC4? 
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33-e6!! Wxg5 34.Wxc4=; 32...Wf2+ 
33.‘tt?d2 Sd4+ 34.^02 Sxc4-+] 

[161 

> B. Savchenko (2609) 

► A. Goganov (2497) 

Moscow Open 
03.02.2012 

23.. .4Lle2+! 24.‘tt?h2 Agi+I 25.‘tt?hi 
€}g3+! 26.‘tt?xgi C^lxe4 27. Sxc8 
Saxc8 28.ilxe4 Sfe8! 29.jk.xf4! 
Sxe4 30. Axg5 Sc2+ 

(171 

> L. D. Nisipeanu (2638) 

► A. Lauber (2464) 

German league 
04.02.2012 

23^5! ^lxd5 [23„.Wb324.Wd2! £}xd5 

25.1. C2! Wxc4 26.Axh7+ <^>xh7 


27.Sxc4Sxc428.Wg5t] 24.Wg3? [24. 
Wg4! to provoke fs would have won 
on the spot 24...f5 25.Wg3+-] 24...f6! 
25.ikc2 Wa5? [25...We8! with a very- 
sharp fight.] 26.cxd5! Sxc2 27. ik.xf6! 
g6 28. Sxc2 Sxc2 29.dxe6+- 

(181 

> M. Vachier Lagrave (2715) 

► A. Giri (2722) 

German league 
04.02.2012 

19.C4!! Very difficult move to play 

19.. .bxc4 2o.£lxc4 £la5 threats now 

20.. .C6 [20...Sb8 has a beautiful refu¬ 
tation: 
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2i.ile4! c6 22.Wg4+! ^h8 23. jkxds! 
cxds 24. jk,e5+!! dxes 25.^xe5+-] 
21.Jk.xd6! Axd6 22.Sxe8 Wxe8 

23. C^lxd6 White already has three 
pawns for the piece. 23...We7 

24. Wg3+ ‘ttPhS 25.Sdi± [25.Sci± 
with a big advantage.] 
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(191 

> F. Vallejo Pons (2716) 

► H. Melkumyan (2619) 
German league 
24.02.2012 


2o.ilxh7+! [20.fxe7? Sxd3] 20... 
( S ) xh7 21.WI15+ ^g8 
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22.fxg7 was the way to 

win 22...Wxf4 (22. ..g6 23.Wh3 Af8? 
24 &g 5 +-) 23.fxg7 f6 (23...&xg7 
24.&CI4+! ?hxd4 25. M.xf4+-) 24.WI18+ 
< tt?f7 25.Wh7Sg8 26.iUi4!+-; 22.SXC3 
Jlxf6 23.2h3 g6 24.WI17-1- ^f8] 22... 
< tt?xg7 23.2xc3 2d6! 24.2g3+ [24T5 
2h8 25.2g3+ 2g6 transposes to the 
game] 24„.2g6 25T5 2h8 26.2xg6+ 
fxg6 27.Wxg6+ ^f8 with unclear po¬ 
sition 


( 20 ) 

> I. Cheparinov (2659) 

► P. Drenchev (2493) 

Tringov memorial 
05.02.2012 

23.ikxg5! [23.ilxc7 Wxc7 24.2xd4 
(24.&XC18 Q,xd2) 24...Wxb7] 23... 
Wxg5 24.2xd4! cxd4 25.^64! Wes 
[25„.We7 26.ilxa8 2xa8 27.Wxd4±] 



26.2 ci !! This great in-between move 
causes problems on Black’s back 
rank. 26...2ad8 [26...£ie6 27.ilxa8 
2xa8 28.Wc8+!+-] 27.WXC7 Wxc7 
28. 2xc 7 d3 29.&KI2+- 


( 21 ) 

> H. Melkumyan (2619) 

► C. Lupulescu (2655) 
German league 
05.02.2012 


31. ^e8!! [3i.£\xf5? 2g6!] 31... 2g6 

32. Wb8! iLc6 33.^xg7! 2xg7 
34.1.xg7 Wxg7 35.2bi! ±xa4 [35 -£4 
36.Wc 8 Jld7 37.WC4+-] 36 . 2 b 7 &d 7 
37.2a7 against Wan- 37„.We7? [37... 

38.Wd6±] 38.WC7 ^5 39. las! 
4z)g6 40.2d5 4if8 4i.2xf5+- 

( 22 ) 

> M. Ragger (2655) 

► H. Steingrimsson (2562) 

German league 
05.02.2012 


i8.Hxd7!! Eliminating the defender! 
i8...Wxd7 i9.Sdi! Wxa4 [i9...Wa7 
20.£if6+! gxf6 2i.exf6 Jlxf6 22.iLe4+-] 

20. ^f6+! gxf6 [20...ilxf6 2i.exf6+-] 

21. exf6 Jlxf6 22. ile4! Hd8? [22... 
Wxdi+ would have given some practi- 
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cal chances, but of course the position 
objectively should be lost. 23.Wxdi+-] 
23.Hxd8+ ilxd8 24.Wxh7+ ^f8 
25.Wh8+! ^e7 26.ilg5+ ^d6 
27.Wxd8+ ‘ttPes [27„.Wd7 28.ik.f4-1- 
e5 29.Wf6+ We6 30.JsLxe5+ 'xBdj 
31.ik.f5-1-] 28.f3 Wd7 29.Wf6+ 1-0 

( 23 ) 

> B. Adhiban (2561) 

► M. Ragger (2655) 

Aeroflot Open 
07.02.2012 

30^7! Sxd4 [3o...Wxb7 3i.iixd8+ 
Sxd8 32.Wxg7±] 3i.bxc8Q Wxh3 
32.Wb7+! ^f6 33. ikxy! Important 
defensive move, which had to be fore¬ 
seen. 33...Wxg4+ [33... Hxg4+ 34. ilg 3 
h5 35.SC1! The most precise. 35 ...h4 
36.Wg2! Wxg2+ 37.'^ > xg2 &e7 (37... 
hxg3 38x6+-) 38x6 ^d8 39. < ^ > h3!+-] 

34 .Wg 2 +- 

( 24 ) 

> B. Socko (2636) 

► I. Bukavshin (2517) 

Aeroflot Open 
07.02.2012 

42.dxc5l! At first sight this can only 
be dangerous for White, but actual¬ 
ly it is winning. 42... &C7 43.85! a6+ 
[43...^dy 44.a6 bxa6+ 45.&xa6 ^c6 
46.b4 e5 47-fxe5 f4 48x6 f3 49.b5 +! 
4?xc 5 50x7 f2 51X8Q fiQ 52.We7+ 
^>C4 53.Wxg7+-] 44.^4 ^c6 45^3! 
Black is in zugzwang. [45.114? ^7 
46.?t?c3 &c6 47.'^’d4 &d7 was draw.] 
45...^d7 46.^?C3 &c6 47.^?d4 ^bs 
[47... ^7 48.^65 &e7 49.h4! &d7 
50.b4 <&t7 51.bs! This breakthrough 


was the point! 5i...axb5 52x6! ^dS 
53.cxb7 ^C7 54.a6 b4 55.^4+-] 
48.h4 ^xa5 [48...^?c6 49.^?e5 4?d7 
50.b4+-; 48...^?b4 49.^es ^?xb3 
SO.'tlPxee ^?C4 51.^7! < tl?d3 52.'^ > xg7 
< tt?xe3 53.4 > xg6 d4 54T15 d3 55-h6 d2 
56.h7 diQ 57.h8Q+-] 
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49x6!! Fantastic move! [49.^?e5 < ^’b4 
50.‘tt?xe6 as] 49...bxc6 ^...‘t&be 
50.cxb7 ^I?xb7 51.^65 < tl?c6 52.'^ > xe6 
^C5 53.^7+-] 50.^5 l-o^o.^cs 
d4 5i.exd4 e5 52.fxe5 f4 53x6 f3 54x7 
f2 55.e8Q fiQ 56.Wd8#] 

( 25 ) 

> Shen Yang (2447) 

► R. Robson (2596) 

Aeroflot Open 
09.02.2012 

i7„.^c6!! [i 7 ... 4 ^xg 2 i8.^?xg2 Wb6 
i9.ikxa5 Sxf2+ 20.^gi (20.<&hi 
Sxh2+ 21. < &xh2 Wf2+ 22. < &hi Wh4+ 
23.&gi Wg3+=) 20...Sfi+!! 2i.^?xfi 
^.h3+ 22.‘il?e2 ikg4+ 23.^?fl iUl3+=] 
18. ilxa5 [i8.dxc6 Wg5!] i8...Wg5 
19.it.fi? This loses quickly. [i9.g3 
Cfh3+ 20.^?g2! Sxf2+ 21.‘tl?hl iHxd2 
22.^1xe4! Hxdi 23.^)xg5 £}xa5 
24.Saxdi £)xg5? Three pieces and 
one pawn for two rooks should be 
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clearly better for Black.] i9...£>h3+ 
20. ^hl 4l)xf2+ 21.&gl ^lh3+ 
22. ^?hi £}f2+ 23.^gi £}xdi —e 

(261 

> Ab. Gupta (2652) 

► Cs. Balogh (2665) 

Aeroflot Open 
10.02.2012 

22.iLxe6+? was tempting, but leads 
to a bad endgame... [22.Sd3+! 
23.ilxd5 exds 24.Sxd5+!! cxds 
25.Wxd5+ ^e8 White holds the draw 
by perpetual check after the sur¬ 
prising (25...&C7?? 2 < 5 .ile 5 + Jlxe5 
27.Eci+!+-) 26.Wh5+! Sf7 27.Wh8+ 
(27.Eei+ We7l? 28.^xe7+ jk,xe7) 27... 
Sf8 28.®h5+=] 22...^07! 23.ie5+ 
iixes 24.Wxe5+ [24.Sxf8 Wxf8 
25.®xe5+ Wd6 26.Wxg7+ Jld7?] 

24.. .Wd6 25.Wxd6+ tl?xd6 26.2xf8 
Jk,xe6¥ 

(271 

> A. Jankovic (2568) 

► C. Sandipan (2628) 

Aeroflot Open 
12.02.2012 

Black played excellent chess: 23... 
^Llg5!! [23„.^d2 24.Wds!±] 24.Wds 

[ 24 .®g 2 Wfs—-(-] 24...4 l)1i3+! 25 .‘^ > hi 

[25.^g2 ^xe3+! 26.fxe3 Wxe2 +—e] 

25.. .^\hxf2+ 26.^gi [26.Sxf2 We4+! 
27.Wxe4 Sxci+ 28.^?g2 ]§xe4 —e] 

26.. .^h3+! 27.^hi We4+! 28.Wxe4 
Sxci! 29.Wf3 [29.SXC1 Sxe4— e] 29... 
^hf2+! 30.^g2 Hxfi 31.jk.d4 [31. 
‘t&xfi £lxh2-E— e] 3i...^)di! 0-1 


(281 

> S. Sjugirov (2622) 

► B. Jobava (2704) 

Aeroflot Open 
12.02.2012 

Probably, Black was already celebrat¬ 
ing his victory, when he had to face 
the truth. 54.4}b3!! 4 l>c 8 [54...^6 
55.ilxb6 ^?xb6 56.^4=] 55.^05! 
^\a7 [55...^d6 56.ilxd6-E ^?xd6 

57. ^4 ^c6 58.^d4+ ^?b6 59.^b3=] 
56.jk.xa7 [56.^4 £k6 57.^1= was 
also draw.] 56...Sxa7 57.^4 Hb7 

58. ^105 Sb6 59.4^3 with a theo¬ 
retical draw. 59... < ^?d6 6o.£ld4 Hb8 

6i.^lb3 Sb6 62.^1a5 ^e6 63.4^3 
Sb8 64.^05+ ^f5 65.^b3 Hb6 
66.^d3 tl?e4 67.^1xb4 tl?d4 68.^3 
^C4 69.^1a2 Hb3+ 70.^84 1/2-1/2 

( 29 ) 

> B. Jobava (2704) 

► D. Bocharov (2611) 

Aeroflot Open 
13.02.2012 

52.Hd3!! g5 [52.,.‘tl?h6 53.2d6+ 
^?g5 54.Sg6+ ^?f4 55.Sxgi Sxe4 

56. jk,e6+-; 52...g6 53-f6! ^h6 54. Ig3 
Acs 55.Sxg6+ ^>h5 (55.-^756 .%5 
lkf8 57. Hxe5+-) 56. Sg8+ ^?h4 

57. M5+-] 53.Jk.g6-E! [53.fxg6+? <&g7 
54.Sd7 Sa7l=] 53...^g8 54.1d8+ 
< ^ > g7 55.nd7+'i ) g8 [55...^f6 56. Sf7#] 
56.f6 1-0 
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(301 

> R. Mamedov (2636) 

► Lu Shanglei (2516) 

Aeroflot Open 
13.02.2012 

2i.ikxe6!! [21.^1 xf3 04 22.ila2 Sxf3! 
23.gxf3 Ckf4!] 2i...Wxe6 22x4!! This 
is the point! Suddenly Black king 
becomes the „haunted” one! [22. 
^Ixf3 ile2!] 22...fxg2 23.WC3! £ig7 
[23... ^8 24.4^4! ±] 24. ^.h6! Wf6 

25. f4l+- 

(31) 

> A. Khalifman (2632) 

► S. Zhigalko (2658) 

Aeroflot Open 
14.02.2012 

White can get a big advantage on 
both sides, it depends on our style, 
which one we prefer. 22x4!! is the 
strongest move! [22.ilxg6 fxg6 

23. Wxg6 ^C4°°; But 22.ilxb6 ®xb6 

23.ilxg6! fxg6 24.®xg6Sf8 25.4 l>x1i 5 
Ha7± is also clearly better for White.] 
22...4 l)xc 4 23.^01! 24.Sa2 [24. 

£)fi+-] 24... Hab8 25.Wb3! as 26.b5+- 
Black loses the knight. 

(32) 

> M. Godena (2548) 

► A. Gershon (2499) 

Israelian league 
24.02.2012 

24 . <£)xh7!! ^xhy 25 .ilxg 7 + ^xgy 

26. W\f6+ ^g8 [26...^Iv 27.Sd3+-] 

27 . Wxg6+ Sg7 28 .^)f 6 + ^8 
29.Cih7+ ^gS 30.Cif6+ ^8 
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3i.Wh6! We6 [3i...^?f7 32.£}h5+-] 
32.Sd3! £^7 33.^7+‘Sfy 34. Hf3+ 
1-0 

(33) 

> T. Henrichs (2473) 

► R. Fontaine (2552) 

German league 
25.02.2012 

20.. T3!! 2i.^xf3 [2i.ilxf3 Sxf3! 

22. ^ixf3 £^4!! (22...^\xb4 23.&)xg5+! 
hxgs 24.axb4 lk,f3 25.&fi) 23.exd4 
(23.&)fxd4 exd4 24.^2 4 i)e 5 -+) 

23.. .11xf3 24.^1 exd4-+] 21... 
Sxf3! 22.iLxf3 £)xb4! [22...^ld4? 

23. ^1xd4!] 23.jk.xb7? [23.axb4 jk,xf3 

24. ^1 WI13+ 25.‘tt?ei Sf8!-+ White 
can not hold the pressure. 26.'i?d2? 
jk,xe2 27. < ^?xe2 Hxf2+! 28.‘it?xf2 
Wxh2+-+] 23.. .^xc2 24. ile4 Cixa3 
25.Sb3 Wa4 0-1 

(34) 

> N. Huschenbeth (2510) 

► E. Postny (2622) 

German league 
26.02.2012 

Very good example for training the 
calculations, I hope you managed 
to find the win. 56.4?g6? [56.Sa8 
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f2 57-Sai Sh5 58.^g7 < tl?e3 59.I18Q 
Sxh8 6o.^?xh8 ^?e2 6i.^?g7 fiQ 
62.Hxfi ‘t&xfi 63.^f6 ^?e2 64.‘tl?e5 
^d3 65.^d6 <^C4 66.^xc6 &xb4=; 
56.2g8!! was the only winning move. 

56.. .f2 ( 56 ... S If5+ 57.4se6f2 58. Eg4++- 
) 57-Sg4+! &C3 (57-^5 58.I/4+-) 
58.^?xe5 fiQ 59.Se4+! ^d3 6o.2d4+! 
(< 6o.h8Q ?? Wfli+) 6o...^e3 6i.h8Q+-] 

56.. .1.6+! 57-^g5 [57-^7 SesH 

57.. . He5+ 58. ^g6 Se6+ 59. ^g5 He5+ 
60. ^g6 1/2-1/2 

(351 

> A. Lauber (2464) 

► D. Baramidze (2591) 

German league 
26.02.2012 

12.. .£)xe4! i3.£}e5 [13.0-0 ilxd7+] 
n...®h4+ 14.g3 4u)xg3 is.hxg3 
®xhi+ i6.^>d2 Wxdi+ ly.&xdi f6! 
This was the whole point! 18.^f3 
itg4 19.Jle2 2ad8+ [i9...2e4-+] 
20. JLd2 Sd7 2i.Sbi Sde7l-+ 

(361 

> R. Polzin (2469) 

► O. Boguslavskyy (2467) 

German league 
26.02.2012 

28.iLe3l! Very deep idea... 28...®C7 
29T4! Suddenly the best piece of 
Black got caught in the middle of 
the board! 29... Sxf4 3o. Jixf4iLxf4 
31. JLxg6+- 


(37) 

> B. Amin (2608) 

► R. Vera Gonzalez Quevedo (2482) 
Cappelle la Grande 

04.03.2012 

Really precise calculation was need¬ 
ed. 31.ites! Hxe5+ 32.^d2 Sds+ 
[32...Wg5+ 33.^C3 We3+ (33... 
Se 3 + 34-&d 4 ! 2 e8 35^d 5 + Wxd 5 + 
36. ( &xd5±) 34.Wd3 transposes to the 
game; 32...H f xfi 33.Wxe5+-] 33.^63! 
[33-&C3? Wc8+!] 33-^e5+ [33-Wg5+ 
34.Wf4 We7+ 35-&f3+-] 34 ^4! 
We4+ [34...Se4+ 35.^3 Wh3+ 

36. Wg3+!±] 35.^3 We3+ 36.Wd3! 
2cs+ 37.^b4 Sb5+ 38. 'tt?a4 Wxd3 

39.cxd3± 

(38) 

> I. Krush (2461) 

► F. Caruana (2767) 

Reykjavik Open 
08.03.2012 

34... Jk,g4! 35.Sfi! ®b6? [35„.Wxe2!! 
was the elegant win, but Black missed 
it in the timetrouble. 36.2xf8+ ilxf8 

37. £)xe2 Jlxe2! 38.We3 2bi+ 39.Wgi 
2xgi+ 40.^?xgi ild3 (40...Jtd6+) 
4i.Sxe5 ild6 42.2e8+ 4?g7 43.^2 
&7 44. 2a8 iLxe4+] 36. Saai? [White 
missed 36.2a6! 2xfi+ 37.iixfi Wfi 
38.2xg6 iLh3 39.^lh5!] 36...Axe2 
37 . 2 xf 8 + [37.^xe2 2f2+] 37...ilxf8 
38.4l)xc 2 Wf2—t- 
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(391 

> V. Durarbayli (2543) 

► C. Sandipan (2595) 

Cappelle la Grande 

09.03.2012 

49.Hxc 6!! [49.ilxg5 £}xgs so.Sxc6 
4 }ds 51. < st?a3±] 49...^.xd2? [49... 
£lds 50.fxe6 ik.xd2 51. 7 ilxb4 
52. ikf3 ^7 53.Hxa6± (53.^6+ &c8 
54. Hi>7±) ] 5o.Hb6+ ^a7 5i.Sb7+ 
^a8 52.^.f3!+- ^L)d4 53. ilhi 1-0 

( 40 ) 

> M. Oratovsky (2521) 

► L. Bruzon (2691) 

Catalanian league 

10.03.2012 

2i...ilxh4!! 22.4Dxb7 [22.^fi los¬ 
es in similar fashion 22... iLxf2+! 
23.^?xf2 WI14+ 24.^?gi £4!—h] 22... 
ik.xf2+! 23.4?xf2 Wh4+ 24.^gi 
Wg3 25.He4 [25.^64 fxe4 26.iixf8 
e3—1-] 25„.fxe4 26.Wei Wg4! 27.dxe4 
[27.ilxf8 e3!—-)-] 27...^\e2+ 28.Wxe2 
Wxe2 29. Jlxf8 Wxd2 3o.exd5 Wd4+! 
3i.^?h2 Wxai-+ 

( 41 ) 

> F. Berkes (2706) 

► S. Bogner (2534) 

German league 

17.03.2012 

34.^5!! hxgs [34... jk,e6 35.fs! <£f6 
( 35...hxgs 36.fxe6 &xe6 37.h6±) 
36.^xe6! fxe6 37. Hg6+ ‘t&xfs 38.e4++- 
] 35.h6 ±f$ [35...^f6 36.fxg5+-] 36.64! 
This was the point! 36...£lxf4? [36... 
gxf4 37.exf5 38.h7 £)xh739.2xh7 


Sxa3 (39...Exf5 40. ilJi5±) 4o.iUis±] 
37.exf5 &f8? [37...^f6 38.2 g8+-] 
38T6 1-0 

( 42 ) 

> B. Socko (2628) 

► C. Sandipan (2640) 

German league 

17.03.2012 

30.. .Hdi? [30... ilxas? 3i.ilxd5 cxds 
32.ila3+-; 30...Shs!! would have 
saved the game 3 i.4l1xc6 (31. &.C13 
c$) 3i...Sxh2+ 32.^fi Hhi+ 33.^g2 
ISh2+=] 3i.^lxc6!-t- Se2 [3i...Hxci 
32.^xe7+-] 32.^.a3+ ikd6 33. Jlb3! 
Sdd2 34.jk.c1! Sc 2 35.iLxc2 Hxc2 
36.^ld4 1-0 

( 43 ) 

> L. Gonda (2520) 

► Z. Efimenko (2703) 

German league 

18.03.2012 

Only the silent solution wins the 
game. 25.^1g4+! ^g8 26^3!! White 
controls the es square and Hfi decides 
the game. 26...Wg5 27.4 lT 4 [27.nfi+-] 

27.. . jkc8 28.4 lIc 6 iLxe6 29.dxe6+- 

( 44 ) 

> A. Naiditsch (2707) 

► D. Brandenburg (2522) 

German league 

18.03.2012 

20.£}e3 led to unclear position.[20. 
£}f6!! gxf6 2i.exf6 jkxf6 22.Whs! 
ilxgs and here comes the subtle point 
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23.jk.f5!! exfs 24. jkxg5 We6! the best 
practical chance. 25.2xe6 fxe6 26.b3! 
£}c 3 27.bxc4 Cixbi 28.Wh6+- Black 
can not solve all the problems he is 
facing with.; 20.^xh7^?xh7 2i.^f6+ 
gxf6 22.®h5+ < ^’g8=] 

(451 

> Analysis of Cs. Balogh (2664) 

► A. Sharafiev (2433) 

European Championship 
20.03.2012 

Seems like White cannot avoid 
Sc8 mate, but... 37.2xh5+!! gxh5 
[37...^?g8 38.Wxf4! jk.xf4 39.2h8+ 
4o.2xd8 jk,xe3 4i.‘tl?d5=; 37... 
^?g7? 38.2xe5!! 2c8+ 39.‘tl?d4 dxe5+ 
40.Wxe5+ 7 4i.2xh2+-] 38.^5! 

2b2 39.Wf6+! < ^ > h7 40 .Wf 7 += 

( 46 ) 

> A. Volokitin (2695) 

► E. Schiendorfer (2349) 

European Championship 
21.03.2012 

30.Wg4!! &f7 [30...Wxg4 3i.£)xd6#; 
3o...2f5 3i.Cide3+-] 3i.£>xd6+! 
Wxd 6 32.^63! £}f 6 33.2xd6 £)xg4 

34 .^xg 4 ± 


( 47 ) 

> I. Ivanisevic (2645) 

► D. Baratosi (2407) 

European Championship 
22.03.2012 

35.2xd8! 4zlg5+ 36.^3 Hxd8 37-h4* 
The keymove! 37...£)gf7 38.£)e6+ 
^g8 39.4ixd8 £jxd8 40. jk.f41-0 

( 48 ) 

> VI. Fedoseev (2548) 

► D. Khismatullin (2656) 

European Championship 
23.03.2012 

54.. .Wgi+! 55.^38 Wg2! 56.^7 
Wf2+! 57. &a8 Wf 3 ! 58. &a 7 We 3 +! 
59.^a8 We4! 60.^7 Wd4+! 6i.^?a8 
Wd$\ [6i...Wxa4 62.b8Q=] 62.^7 
®C5+ 63.^38 Wc6 64.4a7 Wc 7 
65.^a8 Transposing to win¬ 
ning pawnendgame! 66.b8Q Wxb8+ 
67.^xb8 ^d5 68. &C7 ^05! 0-1 

( 49 ) 

> V. Papin (2575) 

► B. Jobava (2706) 

European Championship 
23.03.2012 

38.. .4L)b3+!! [38...2e8+] 39.^02 
2d2+! 40.^xb3 jk,e6+ 4i.2c4 [41. 
^?a3 2a2#] 4i...2d3+ 42.^02 jk,xc4 
43. jkxas Sf3 44.jk.e1 h5-+ 




142 


Hard 


(501 

> A. Dreev (2698) 

► A. Brkic (2587) 

European Championship 
27.03.2012 

30.Sxb7!! < tl?xb7 3i.Sbi+ ^a8 [31... 
^08 32x6!! 4 lX 5 33. iLb4+-] 32.d6!! 
[32. ilb5? ^?b7!] 32...c6 [32...cxd6 
33. ild5++-] 33.dxe7 Ie8 34.-i.xe6 
fxe6 35.Hb4! Hxe7 36.Sg4 ^t?b7 
37.Hxg6 1-0 


[511 

> E. Najer (2640) 

► V. Durarbayli (2543) 
European Championship 
27.03.2012 


i9.£lxf7!! ‘tt?xf7 20.g5! £lxe4 [The 
nicest part of the combiantion is 
comingafter 20...ilg3 2i.gxf6! jk,xf2+ 

22. JsLxf2 gxf6 ( 22...Wxf6 23.nx«5+-) 

23. WI15+ &g7 
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24x5! fxes 25.Sxa5l! Wxas 26.f6+! 
^xf6 (26. ,.&f8 27-Wh6+ &e8 
28.Wg7+-) 27.I.I14+ ^e6 28.WI16+ 
'itPd7 29.7+ < *t?c6 3o.®f6+ llPd7 
(30.. .<&c$ 3i.jkf2+ (I4 32.Wxe5++-) 
31.We7+ ^06 32.®e6+ ^07 33.Wxe5+ 
^?b6 34.ikf2+ <&a6 35.fi+ Sc4 


36.Wxh8+-; 20...^)d7 2i.®h5+ ^?g8 
22.f6+-] 2i.C)xe4 [21. ilxe4! was 
probably stronger 2i...dxe4 22.Wh5+ 
^?g8 23.f6 with winning attack 23... 
Sc7 24.£^5!+-] 2i...dxe4 22.Sd2 
would lead to unclear position af¬ 
ter 22...^.d5![22.Wh5+! should have 
been played again 22...'*t?g8 23.f6 Sc7 
24.fxg7 Hxg7 25.Sdi+-] 

[521 

> T. Banusz (2583) 

► Cs. Balogh (2664) 

European Championship 
28.03.2012 

3i.Hh3? [31.HI16! <?M7 32x5!! (But 
not 32.^4? §4xf6 33.%hxg6 < tt?£7//-+) 

32.. .5xe5 33.Sghi ^L)xf6 (33 ...Ehs 
34.Rixh5 gxhs and the f6 pawn is pro¬ 
tected was the point behind 31.HI16! 
35.4 l)£ 3/=) 34.Sh8+ &g7 35.Sxd8 

Sxe2 36 .Sci=] 3i...^ld7 32J4 [32x5 
Sxe5 33.Sghi Sh5 34.Sxhs gxh5+; 
32.Sghi £lxf6+] 32...4}xf6+ 

(531 

> I. Smirin (2657) 

► K. Kulaots (2585) 

European Championship 
28.03.2012 

36.Sdbi!! i-o[36.Hdbi ilfs (36... 
jkx/3 37.nt>7+/ ^Lxb7 38.Hxb7++-; 

36.. .6,xbi 37. H £>7++-) 37.Sb7+ Sd7 

38.Sb8!+-] 


(541 

> V. Erdos (2636) 

► Mio. Perunovic (2481) 
European Championship 
29.03.2012 
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22.J,xg7! Axg7 23.£\d6! Wb8 

[23-..We6 24.Hxf7l+- (24.4 l1x£>7±) ] 

24. Hxf7! ^g5 [24...He6 25.Hxg7+ 
< ^ > xg7 26.^xb7 Wxb7 (26 ...£>/6 
27.&id6+-) 27. Hd7+ ^hS 28.e5+-] 

25 . Hxg7+! < ^’xg7 26 .^ixb 7 ^7 

[26...Wxb7 27. Hd7+ ^{7 28.Wf2 Sf8 
29.e5+-] 27Mdrj 28.^d6 Wxd6 

29.Hxd6 £)xd6 3o.e5+- 

(551 

> Arty Timofeev (2650) 

► D. Jakovenko (2729) 

European Championship 
29.03.2012 

18...AXC3! i9.bxc3 Axds 2o.Hxds 
^\d4l! 2i.R5xd4 [2i.We4 fs!-+; 
21.WC4 ®e6-+] 2i...cxd4 22.cxd4 

Sd 5 + 

(56) 

> M. Godena (2508) 

► S. Ter Sahakyan (2578) 

European Championship 
30.03.2012 

3i.4l)cxc 5! fxes 32.AC4+ [32.^xe5 
is winning as well 32...We6 (32... 
We8 33-^xg6 hxg6 34.Wxe7 Wxe7 
35. Exe7 4 l )ds 36. He4 4?/8 37. Uxa7+- 
) 33.^xg6 hxg6 (33...Wxe2 34.^hxe7+ 
Wxe7 35.Exe7+-) 34.jk.c4 iids 
35.jk.xd5 Hxds 36.Wxe6+ 4ulxe6 

37. Hxd5+-] 32...^ds 33.^xe5 We6 
34.£lxg6! Wxe2 35.4 l)xc 7+ Wxe7 
[35...^8 36. Hxe2^xe7 37.il.d6! Sd7 

38. jk,e6+-] 36.Hxe7^hf6 37.nxa7+- 


( 57 ) 

> Ding Liren (2660) 

► Lu Shanglei (2514) 

Xinghua 

31.03.2012 

I4.ilxg6! fxg6 I5.^xg6! hxg6 [15... 
Wc7 i6.^1e5+ jk,g7 17. H £3+-; 15...e5 
i6.Wg3+-] i6.Wxg6+ ^h8 17. ^g5! 
[i7.Sf3! was an alternative solu¬ 
tion 17... Hg8 (i7„.jkxd4+ i8.^hi+-) 

18. Wh5 Axd4+ ( i8...We8 19.^7+! 
c &xg7 20.Hg3+ ^Lgs! 2i.Uxg5+ < tt?/6 
22.Wh7l+-) i9.'^ > hi We8 20.®h4! 
Hg6 2i.cxd4+-] i7...^,xg5 i8.fxg5 Se7 

19. WI16+ ^?g8 [19...HI17 20.Hf8+] 

20. g6! 4u\d7 2i.Hf3! 4zlf8 22.Hafi 
^xg6 23.1g3 Sg7 24.Hxg6 1-0 

( 58 ) 

> B. Grachev (2705) 

► K. Alekseenko (2367) 

European Championship 
31.03.2012 

45.. .Hxd4!! 46.Hxf5 [46. jk,xd4?? 

Wc7+ 47.^gi Wg3 +-+] 46...nd2+! 
47.^1 [47.Wxd2 Wxfs=] 47... Hxc 2 
48.Sxf7+ ^6 49.nf6+ 50.a3 

Se2 51. Ad6 Se3= 

( 59 ) 

> Yu Yangyi (2615) 

► Ding Liren (2660) 

Xinghua 

05.04.2012 

17.. . jk,xcs!! Really nice escaping idea. 
[i7...Axa6? i8.Hxa6+-] 18.Axes 
Hxcs! i9.Hxc5 ^xcs 20.jk.xc8 
0-0! [20... < tt?e7 21. jk,xe6 fxe6 22.Hci 
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2c8 23.£)d4 very close to draw, but 
White can still press a bit.] 2i.Hci 
[2i.ilxe6 fxe6=] 21... Hxc8 22.4i)d 4 
€}b3 threats. 22...IIC7! 23.4^5 Hc8 
24.^1a7 [24.^ld6 Sc7=] 2 4 ...Hc7 
25.4i)b5 Sc8 26.£h&7 Hc7 27.£)b5 
1/2-1/2 


(60) 

> E. Bacrot (2706) 

► M. Burschowsky (2229) 

Deizisau 

06.04.2012 

26... ilh3?! [26...^ h3+!! was the right 
move 27.gxh3 (27.^hi? g4!! 28.2xf7 
Jlxe2 29.^lb4 (29.2/6 Jk.xd3~+) 29... 
< tt?xf7! 3o.Wxe4 4 }f 2 + 3i.‘tt?gi £)xe4- 
+) 27...^.xh3 28. Sf2! Only move! 
(28.&3ei We3+ 29.^1 Jk.xfi-+) 28... 
Sxf2 29.‘tt?xf2 Wh4+! (29...Wg2+? 
30. ( &ei+-) 30.^3 (30. Wg5+) 30... 
Wg 5 + 3 i.*feWh4+=] 27kdi! 2xfi+ 
28.‘tt?xfi £Lf$ 29. ^.e2 ih3! 30. ildi 
Afs 3 i.£lei! Wf 4 + 32.Wfi Wxc 4 + 
33. ile2 Wxd5 34.Wh4± White was 
slightly better. 


(61) 

> C. Hauser (2209) 

► M. Perunovic (2582) 

Deizisau 

06.04.2012 

22...g5l! To prevent the h4 defense 
on Sh6. [22...Sh6 23.114!] 23.h3 [23. 
Jlf3 Sh6 24.h4 ilxf3 25.exf3 gxh4 

26. g4 Sg6 27.^2f4 ilxf4 28.Wxf4 
®g5+] 23...^xh3 2 4 .ilxh3 Wxh3 
25 Wxg 5 + 2g6 26.^f 4 ilxf 4 

27. Wxf 4 Sh6 28.Wf3 Wh2+ o-i[28... 


WI12+ 29.^?fi Whi+ 3o.Wxhi 2xhi+ 
31. < tt?g2 2xei-+] 


(62) 

> S. Shankland (2580) 

► R. Prasca Sosa (2 4 2o) 
Philadelphia 
06.04.2012 


53.2xb7 2xb7 5 4 .Wxc6! ilxb3 [54... 
e6 



55.1^7!! I.xb7 56.1.xe6+ ^>h8 
57.d5++-] 55.‘tt?xb3! i-o[55.‘tt?xb3! 
Wd7 (S5-Sb8s6.We6+ &h857-ds++- 
) 5 6 .Wxd 7 2 xd 7 57-C6+-] 


(63) 

> A. Naiditsch (2702) 

► O. Kurmann (2458) 
Deizisau 
09.04.2012 


22.ild3! Ha 4 23.Wxa 4 ! ilxa 4 
2 4 .Hxb8+ ilf8 25.^1g5 [25.Sxf8+ 
< tt?g7 26.€}g5+-] 25„. < ^?g7 26.iLxf8+ 
^?f6 27. xh7# 1-0 
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( 64 ) 

> Ki. Georgiev (2671) 

► V. Bogdanovski (2435) 

Skopje 

09.04.2012 

i.Sxf7+! ^xf7 2.Wb7+ ^e8?! [2... 
£)d7 would have been the criti¬ 
cal of the combination. 3.®xd7+ 
^6 4.Wxd6+ ^g7 5.Wd7+ ^6 
6.114!! (6.We6+! &g7 7.Wxes+ &h7 

8. ^gi is the human win.) 6...®xfi+ 
7.&h2+- Despite being a rook up, 
Black is completely lost. 7„.Sf8 8.b7 
Wbi 9.d6!+-] 3.Wxc8+ 4?e7 [3... ^{7 
4.WXC4+-] 4.We6+ &d8 5.®xf6+ 
‘i’cS 6.We6+ < ^’b7 7M&7+ i-o[7. 
®d7+ <£>36 (7.^xb6 8.Wc6+ &C17 

9. WXC4 +-) 8 .Wa 7 + 'i&bs 9 .b 7 Wxfi-E 

10. Wgi+-] 

( 65 ) 

> V. Gunina (2511) 

► E. Kovalevskaya (2419) 

Russian league (w), 11.04.2012 
Many pieces are hanging. White has 
only one way to keep the pawn up! 
23.4^3!! Sxci 24.4 l)xci! 4l)C 5 [24... 
Wxd5 25.Hxd5±] 25.iLfi! The best 
move! [25.Sd4±] 25„.Wxa5 26.b4! 
Wa3 [26...Wxb4 27.Sd4+-] 27.Sd4 
Wxci 28.Hxg4 4 z)e 6 29.HC4 Wai 
30.Wxb7+- 

( 66 ) 

> P. Nakhapetiane (2504) 

► K. Landa (2645) 

Russian league 
11.04.2012 


34„.g5l! All the moves are coming 
with tempo, thanks to the unfor¬ 
tunate situation of the d6 knight. 
35.1^3 [35.Wxg5 Wxd6 36. Sxf5 
Wxd4+] 35 ...f 4 l 36.Wa3Ha8! 37-Wb4 
Sa2! 38 .Sgi f3!—E 

(67) 

> S. Movsesian (2702) 

► A. Motylev (2683) 

Russian league 
12.04.2012 

Black has some counterplay for the 
piece down, but White destroys all the 
hopes with a nice combo! 25.4zixe6!! 
&xe 6 26.e4l Wxd2 27.exfs+ < tl?e7 
[27.,.‘tt?d7 28.Wxg4+- ( 28.fxg6 +-)] 

28. fxg6 Se8 29.Wxg4 ‘t&dS 30.Sf7 
Sen- 3i.ilfi+- 

( 68 ) 

> V. Potkin (2669) 

► D. Andreikin (2689) 

Russian league 
12.04.2012 

27„.exf4!! 28.iLxe8 [28. Sfi We3+ 

29. Sf2 Wd4! is the most precise, but 
there were other good moves as well. 
(29... Se6/? 30. Jkxa4 Wxf2+! 3i. < &xf2 
the4++) 30. Safi fxg3 3i.hxg3 4 l)c 4! 
32.ilxe4 Sxe4 —e; 28.ilxa4 We3+ 
29,‘i’hi Wf3+ 30,'^’gi Se2 —e] 28... 
We3+ 29. < i > hi [29.^2 f3 +—e] 29... 
Wf3+ 30. < tl?gi fxg3! and the rook joins 
to the attack through g4. 3i.iLxf7+ 
[3i.l r xg3 Sg4—E; 3i.hxg3 Sg4-+; 
3i.Sfi gxfi2+ 32. < tt?xh2 ^)g4+--E; 
3i.ilxa4 Wf2+ 32.‘*l?hi Wxh2#] 31... 
< t&g7! [but not 3i...‘tl?xf7? 32.Sfi 
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gxh2+ 33.‘tl?xh2 when the pieces are 
pinned on the f-file.] 32.Sfi gxh2+ 
33.^xh2 £)g4+ 34-^gi Wg3+ o-i 

( 69 ) 

> R. Kempinski (2604) 

► E. Berg (2575) 

German league 
14.04.2012 

41.. .5g3+!! Leads to forced mate. 
42.‘it?xg3 Wxei+ [42...Wg4+!? was 
faster with a few moves 43. < ^ > h2 ile5+! 

44. < ^ > hi WI13+ 45.^1 iLd4+ 46.Sf2 
Wg3+ 47.^hi ilxf2-+] 43.3 Wfi+ 
44.Sg2 [44.^>g3 ±e5+-+] 44...Wf3+ 

45. ^2 [45. Ig3 Whi#] 45...J.e5+ 

46. ^1 Wdi+ 47.^2 iLd4+ o-i[47... 

Ad4+ 48.^3 Wg4+ 49. < ^ > h2 Wxh4#] 

( 70 ) 

> R. Ruck (2579) 

► A. Naiditsch (2707) 

German league 
14.04.2012 

43.. .1tb2!! By pinning himself, 
Black creates the Wai threat. [43... 
Wai 44.WC1!] 44.Sc3 [44.^2 Ilei 
45-^xd6 Wai! 4 6.Wf2 £d 4 -+; 
44.^xd6 ild4+ 45.‘ttPfi Wa3-+] 44... 
Wxd5!! Another great tactic! [44... 
Wai 45.Se3 Sxe3 46.‘^ > xe3 Wei+ 
47-^f3 Wfi+ 4 8.Wf2 Whi+ 49-Wg2 
Wdi+ 50.We2 Wxds+-+] 45.Se3 [45. 
Wxb2 Whi!-+ was the point!] 45... 
Sxe3 46. ! tl?xe3 ikg7-+ 


71 ) 

> R Maletin (2586) 

► D. Khismatullin (2656) 

Russian league 
15.04.2012 

38.. .es!! 39.4Dxe5 [39.IH14 Wa6-+] 

39.. .5xd4 4o.Sxd4 Hci+ 4i.Hdi 
We4! The idea behind 38...e5!! 42.Wd2 
Bxdi+ 43.Wxdi Wxe5+ 

( 72 ) 

> S. Movsesian (2702) 

► R Leko (2720) 

Russian league 
15.04.2012 


23.Sxd7l! [23.gxf5? gives nothing 

23.. .11xf5 24.^fh4 (24&\gh4 M,g4) 

24.. . ilc2 25.^.f4 iixdi 26.Hxdi fxe5 
27. ilxe5 Se8=] 23... < tt?xd7 24.gxf5 
fxg5 25.e6+ 'i’cS [25... < El?d6 26.Sdi+ 
^05 27.e7+-; 25...^eS? 26.67! M,xey 
27.Sei+-] 26.e7 ^b7 White finds the 
best way to increase the advantage 
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27.Sei! Se8 28.exd8N+!! [28.exd8Q 
would be a mistake 28...Sxei+ 
29.^xei Sxd8=] 28...Sexd8 [28... 
Haxd8 29. Sxe8 Sxe8 3o.^xg5+-] 
29.Se7+- 
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( 73 ) 

> A. Volokitin (2695) 

► R. Antoniewski (2559) 

Austrian league 
21.04.2012 

After a forced , White gets a much 
better endgame: 24.HXI17!! [24.^3!? 
leads to the game with transposition. 
2 4 ...iLxf6 25.Sxh7!!] 24... ilxf6 Only 
move! [24...^?xh7 25.®h 4 + ^?g8 
26.2hi+-] 25.iid3!! ^xh7 26.2hi+ 
‘tlPgS [26...^?g7 27. iLh6+ ^?g8 
28. iLxg6+-] 27. iixg6 fxg6 28. Wxg6+ 
Jig7 29.Wh7+ ^7 30.iLh6! [30. 
2fi+ gives also a small edge, but the 
position will rather be drawish 30... 
^?e8 3i.Wg6+ ^?d8 32.ilg5+ &C7 
33-Wxg7+ &c6 34. Sxf8 ®gi+! 35.^2 
Wxg2+ 36.^?d3 Wds+ 37.^?e2 Sxf8 
3 8.Wxf8 Wxg 5 39-Wc8+±] 3 o...Wd 4 ! 
[30...2g8 3i.Sfi+ ^e.7 32. Axg7+-] 
31.2fi+ ‘tlPeS [3i...^?e7 32. iLg5+! < sl?d6 
33.Edn--] 32.Wg6+! < i > d7 33-Edi 
Jlxh6+ 3 4 .Wxh6 Wxdi+ 35.‘i > xdi± 
With a healthy pawn up, but of course 
the win still requires good technique. 


( 74 ) 

> Xiu Deshun (2492) 

► Wen Yang (2549) 

Chinese league 
29.04.2012 

2 4 ...Eb8!! Only this way! [The tempt¬ 
ing 24...Sd2? would spoil the win 
25.‘tl?bi!! Sxds 26x6! 2di+ 27.&C2 
Hd2+ 28.^?b3 and White survives.] 
25.2d8+ Sxd8 26.‘i > bi Ed2 27.g3 
[27x6 Sb2+ 28.^01 ilh 6 + 29. < ^ > di 
C 2 H —+] 27... iid 4 0-l[27... ^.d 4 28x6 
Sb2+ 29.^01 ile3+ 30. < ^ > di C2+-- 1 -] 



-TESTS - 
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Tests 


There are five tests, each with ten examples. The level of exercises is increasing 
from test to test... 

Timing is also important factor in a chess game, so I suggest to give yourself: 
» 1 hour for the ist Test, 

» 1,5 hour for tests 2-4 
» and 2 hours for the 5th. 

Don’t look up the solutions until you have solved all 10 diagrams of the actual 
test. In the end of each test, you can find your score and the evaluation of your 
current tactical skill. 

There are three different scoring systems: i st and 5 th tests have their own and 
the middle ones from 2 nd to 4 th are connected. 

In order to make your job even harder, there are no “smiley” helpers anymore. 



— TEST #1 - 


m 

> D. Solak (2602) 

► VI. Georgiev (2531) 
Skopje 

14.04.2012 
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12 ) 

> A. Evdokimov (2555) 

► P. Vishnu (2406) 
Dubai Open 
21.04.2012 
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(31 

> R. Kashtanov (2361) 

► T. Gelashvili (2619) 
Philadelphia 
07.04.2012 



(5) 


> D. Marholev (2383) 

► A. Delchev (2622) 
Bulgarian Championship 
25.04.2012 



(4) 

> A. Jankovic (2553) 

► V.Nedilko (2392) 
European Championship 
29.03.2012 


1. +- 



(61 


> R. Robson (2596) 

► V. Belous (2522) 
Moscow Open 
30.01.2012 
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(7) 


( 8 ) 


> M. Roiz (2651) 

► G. Rechlis (2467) 
Israelian league 
03.02.2012 


> A. Aleksandrov (2612) 

► B. Gundavaa (2493) 
Aeroflot Open 
09.02.2012 



(9) 


( 10 ) 


> V. Laznicka (2704) 

► K. Kulaots (2581) 
Gibraltar 
27.01.2012 


> I. Hera (2558) 

► M. Sebenik (2529) 
Austrian League 
20.01.2012 





- SOLUTIONS - 


III 

> D. Solak (2602) 

► VI. Georgiev (2531) 

Skopje 

14.04.2012 

19.jk.xc7! [i9.^d5 jkg4! 20.f3 jke6=] 

19.. .‘tt?xc7 2o.4i)d5+ < tl?c8 [20...‘tt?b7 
2i.^xe7 ^xey 22.Sxd7+ < tt?c8±] 
2i.£\xb6+ <&cy 22.^ld5+ ^c8 
23.€ib6+ xScy 24.^1xd y+- You got 3 
points for solving this. 

(21 

> A. Evdokimov (2555) 

► P. Vishnu (2406) 

Dubai Open 
21.04.2012 

25„.£\xe4! This was a warm-up puz¬ 
zle for 2 points. 26.Wdi [26.^xe4?? 
^xe2+-+] 26...4i\xc3 27. Sxc3 

Wf6+ 28. jkxg4? This allows anoth¬ 
er small combination, but the posi¬ 
tion was quite hopeless anyway. 28... 
Wg6! 29.h3 [29.,kf3 ^h3+ 30.‘tt?hi 
jkxe3—1-] 29... ikxg4 30.hxg4 4i\e2+! 
3i.Wxe2 jkxe3+ 32.^1xe3 Wxbi+-+ 

131 

> R. Kashtanov (2361) 

► T. Gelashvili (2619) 

Philadelphia 

07.04.2012 

25.. . jkei!! 26.Sg2 [26.Hxei jkxf5+ 
is check! ly.^xis Hxei-+] 26... 
jkdi+!! Excellent “teamwork” by the 
Black pieces! 27.Sxdi Sc3+ 28.‘tt?b2 


Sxdi—1- If you calculated until this 
move, you deserve 6 points. 

(41 

> A. Jankovic (2553) 

► V. Nedilko (2392) 

European Championship 
29.03.2012 

28.We7!! Brilliant idea! 28... Sxe7 
[28... Hxd5 29-Hxa7+-] 29.dxe7 Wb8 
i-o[29„.®b8 3o.Sfei &)e6 (30... ikes 
3i.^xay!+-) 3i.jkc6+- You receive 8 
points!] 

(51 

> D. Marholev (2383) 

► A. Delchev (2622) 

Bulgarian Championship 
25.04.2012 

37. jkc8!! This great silent move cre¬ 
ates insolvable problems on the back- 
rank. 37„.aiQ+ 38.‘tt?g2 You gained 4 
points. 38...g6 [38...h6 39.®e8+ ^Iv 
40. jkf5+ g6 4i.Wxf7++-] 39.WC7 [39. 
£}xf6+- was also winning of course.] 
39...Wa8 40.''i r xf7 Sxc8 4i.Wxf6+ 
^g8 42.e4 1-0 

(61 

> R. Robson (2596) 

► V. Belous (2522) 

Moscow Open 
30.01.2012 

27. jkxh6!! Jkxh6 [27...‘tt?xh6 

28. ®h3+ £lh5 29.Wxe6+-] 28.£\d5! 
^\xd5 29.Wf7+ kgy 30.Wxe6 Black 
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cannot hold the threats on the h-file. 

30.. .£)e3 3i.Hd3! This was the hard¬ 
est puzzle of the ist Test, you deserve 
9 points for solving it. [3i.2f3+-] 31... 
£}f5 [3i...^xfi 32. Sh3+ ilh6 33.Wf7+ 
< tt?h8 34.Sxh6#] 32.Sxf5 1-0 

(71 

> M. Roiz (2651) 

► G. Rechlis (2467) 

Israelian league 

03.02.2012 

19.. . ik,d8! 2o.Wb5 iLxas! o-i[20... 
ilxa5 2i.Sxa5 2xa5 22.Wxa5 Wc6+ 
23.‘tt?gi 2 a 8 —1- This was for 6 points.] 

( 8 ) 

> A. Aleksandrov (2612) 

► B. Gundavaa (2493) 

Aeroflot Open 

09.02.2012 

26.We 5 ! i-o[26.We 5 ! Wd8 ( 26..Mxe 5 
27.2c8+) 27.Wxd4! Wxd4 28.2c8++- 
This gives you 4 extra points.] 

( 9 ) 

> V. Laznicka (2704) 

► K. Kulaots (2581) 

Gibraltar 

27.01.2012 


110 ) 

> I. Hera (2558) 

► M. Sebenik (2529) 

Austrian League 
20.01.2012 

59...g3! 6 o. 2 xg 3 [6o.fxg3 2b5+!! This 
great stalemate idea was the point of 
the sacrifice! White cannot avoid per¬ 
petual check. If you found this idea, 
you receive 5 points. 6i.‘tt?c6 2b6+ 
62.‘ttPds Sb5+ 63.‘tt?e4 2b4+ 64.^3 
Sb3+ 65.‘tt?g2 Sb2+ 66. < tt?h3 2h2+! 
67. < tt?xh2=; 60.f3 g2 6i.‘tt?c6 2ci+! 
62. ( &&6 2bi 63.2xg2 2xb7 64.fs 
2b6+! 65.^65 2b5+=] 6o...2xb7 
61.^5 2b5+ 62.^e6 2b6+= 


RATINGS 

50-41 

Congratulations, excellent solving! 
40-32 

Well done! You are ready for the next 
level! 

31-24 

Not bad, but try to calculate more ac¬ 
curately. 


26.Wxc8+! Jlxc8 27.2 xc 8+ ikf8 23-10 

28.2xf8+! i - o [28.2xf8+ Wxf8 Before going to the next level, do 
(28...^gy 29.2c8+-) 29.iixe5+ ‘ttPgS some additional warm-up. 

3o.d6++- A nice puzzle for 4 points.] 

9-0 

More from the easy section is needed! 



- TEST #2 - 


m 


( 2 ) 


> A. Schenk (2499) 

► G. Schroll (2388) 
Austrian league 
20.04.2012 


> S. Cao (2526) 

► Pham Due Thong (2232) 
Vietnamien Championship 
19.03.2012 


1 .+/- 


I 


E# 




iii 

i 

i 

'# ■ 




41 

■ ■ 



■ ■ 




‘SAe-ai 


[a 


Qa 

A 

li 


_B 

J 


ate B 

1 41 ill 
i ± 

□ i 

■ 0B ■ 

■7n 

□ ■ ■ q 

I- : ■ a * I 




158 


Tests 


(3) 

> E. Rozentalis (2586) 

► B. Kanstler (2422) 
Israelian league 
03.02.2012 


1. +- 



> P. Negi (2641) 

► Le Quang Liem (2714) 
Aeroflot Open 
10.02.2012 


(4) 

> T. Radjabov (2773) 

► D. Navara (2712) 
Wijk aan Zee 
16.01.2012 


1. +- 



( 6 ) 


> Hou Yifan (2639) 

► H. Stefansson (2531) 
Reykjvaik Open 
11.03.2012 
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(7) (8) 


> G. Kaspret (2292) 

► A. Diermair (2429) 
Austrian league 
04.03.2012 


1. +- 



> P. Jaracz (2542) 

► K. Kuzmicz (2451) 
Polisch Championship 
26.02.2012 


> D. Swiercz (2565) 

► D. Lomsadze (2338) 
European Championship 
29.03.2012 


1. +- 



(101 


> S. Mamedyarov (2747) 

► N. Huschenbeth (2518) 
Gibraltar 

28.01.2012 





- SOLUTIONS - 


( 1 ) 

> A. Schenk (2499) 

► G. Schroll (2388) 

Austrian league 
20.04.2012 

i3.ilxh7+! Only this way! fo.^xds?! 
4 ilxd 5 i4.ilxh7+ ^?h8 i5.Sxds Jlxf3 
i6.gxf3 g6!] 13...^118?! [i3...4ilxh7 
i4.^lxd5 We6 is.^ixey+ Wxey 
16. Me Wfe i 7 .Wxc 5 ±xf 3 i8. g xf 3 ± 
with a healthy pawn up. Here you re¬ 
ceive 4 points.] i4.ilf5+- 

(21 

> S. Cao (2526) 

► Pham Due Thong (2232) 
Vietnamien Championship 
19.03.2012 

25.^b5l! 3 points for solving this. 
25...^d5 [25„.Sxd4 26.4 l>xc 7+ ^?b7 
27.4ilxa6 Sd7 28.^04+-] 26.Sxe6+- 
bxc5 27.Wxd5! [27.WXC5+-] 27...Sxds 

28. ^7+ 1-0 

(31 

> E. Rozentalis (2586) 

► B. Kanstler (2422) 

Israelian league 
03.02.2012 

29. ^6+!! ^h8 [29...^?f8 30.WI15+- 
; 29„.gxf6 3o.Wh5+-] 3o.Wf4l! There 
is nothing against Wxh6! [30. Whs? 
We3!] 30...^,xc3 3i.Wxh6+ 1-0 If 
you have seen all these moves, you 
gain 6 points. 


(41 

> T. Radjabov (2773) 

► D. Navara (2712) 

Wijk aan Zee 
16.01.2012 

31.Sd1lSe832.ilb5! i-owastheonly 
way to keep the piece up. 2 points! 

(51 

> P. Negi (2641) 

► Le Quang Liem (2714) 

Aeroflot Open 
10.02.2012 

20. £)fg5! [20.cxd3? 4 i)C 3+ 21.^1x03 
dxc3—)-] 20.. .h6 [20...£k3+ leads to 
less spectacular perpetual check. 

21. ^?ai 4ilxe4 22.Wxh7+ ^?f8 23^X64 
Sxcz 2 4 .Wh8+ <£e 7 2 5 .Wh 4 +=] 
2i.£lf6+!! gxf6 [2i...‘it?f8?? 22.^gh7+! 
<£e 7 23.^5+ <£e8 2 4 .We 7 #] 22.Wxh6 
fxg5 23.Wxg5+ tl?f8 24.WI16+ tl?e8 
25.WI18+ &ey 26.Wf6+ tl?e8 If you 
found this draw, you deserve 6 points! 
27.WI18+ 1/2-1/2 

( 6 ) 

> Hou Yifan (2639) 

► H. Stefansson (2531) 

Reykjvaik Open 
11.03.2012 

40.Sxe6! i-o[4o.Sxe6 fxe6 ( 40 ... 
W bi+ 4i.Eei+-) 4i.€id7+! Sxd7 
42.WI18+ &f 7 43-Wxb8+- for 5 
points!] 
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[71 

> G. Kaspret (2292) 

► A. Diermair (2429) 

Austrian league 
04.03.2012 

39.d6!! Opening the a2-g8 diagonal 
for the bishop. 39-..Sxd6 40.^03!! 
The keymove! Black either loses 
material ot gets mated. 40...SXC3 
[40...3xd2 41.il.xd2 ilxd2 42.iLd5+ 
£k6 43.We8+ Wf8 44.iLxe6+ ^g7 
45-Wg6#] 4i.Sxd6 ikxd6 [41... 
Sci+ 42.‘tt?g2 Sxhi 43-^.d5+ 4u)e6 
44.ilxe6+ <^8 45.Sd8+ 
46.®e8#] 42.ild5+ ^e6 43.We8+ 
1-0 This was the hardest one from 
the 2nd Test. Only if you calculated 
the whole line, you receive 9 points. 

[81 

> D. Swiercz (2565) 

► D. Lomsadze (2338) 

European Championship 
29.03.2012 

35.Sxh7l! [35.SC7? 13537 !] 35 —Sxa2 
[35... < tt?xh7 36.3d7+ ‘t&gS 37.h7+ ^h8 
38. Jlf6+ Jig7 39.Sxg7l+- 4 points!] 

36. Sdd71-0 

( 9 ) 

> P. Jaracz (2542) 

► K. Kuzmicz (2451) 

Polish Championship 
26.02.2012 

35...^b4+! 36.cxb4 [36.€ixb4 

Wxb2#] 36...WC4+ o-i[ 3 6...Wc 4 + 

37. < it?bi Wxd3+ 38. < st?a2 cxb4!-+ An¬ 
other 4 points here.] 


[101 

> S. Mamedyarov (2747) 

► N. Huschenbeth (2518) 

Gibraltar 

28.01.2012 

28.ilxg6! fxg6 29.^35!! Necessary 
„zwischenzug”! [29.Wxg6+? Wg7+] 
29...ffxa5 30.Wxg6+ ^8 3i.Sg3l 
1-0 If you calculated all this, 7 points 
are your reward! 


RATINGS 

50-40 

Wow! You are ready for the hardest 
Test! 

39-32 

Great result, worth a try on the next 
level. 

31-21 

Very good, but not enough for the 5 th 
Test. Practice from the “Hard” sec¬ 
tion! 

20-10 

Solve more examples from the “Me¬ 
dium” section. 

9-0 

Don’t give up, you belong to the “Me¬ 
dium” level. Try to concentrate and 
practice more! 



- TEST #3 - 


(II 

> E. Janev (2484) 

► D. Solak (2602) 
Cappelle la Grande 
04.03.2012 


( 2 ) 

> Mat. Bartel (2658) 

► F. Caruana (2736) 
Aeroflot Open 
13.02.2012 


1. +/- 


1. +/- 
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Tests 


( 3 ) 

> P. Prohaszka (2553) 

► Cs. Balogh (2664) 
European Championship 
23.03.2012 


1. +/- 



( 5 ) 


> Cs. Balogh (2665) 

► P. Ponkratov (2611) 
Aeroflot Open 
15.02.2012 


1. +/- 
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141 

> V. Papin (2575) 

► T. Coleman (2356) 
Reykjvaik Open 
08.03.2012 


1... -+ 
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(6) 


> Li Shilong (2549) 

► Lu Shanglei (2514) 
Xinghua 
27.03.2012 
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(7) 

> G. Kacheishvili (2612) 

► M. M. Pavlovic (2478) 
Reykjavik Open 
11.03.2012 


1. +/- 
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(9) 

> A. Moskalenko (2451) 

► D. Andreikin (2689) 
Russian league 
11.04.2012 


( 8 ) 

> E. Inarkiev (2689) 

► A. Kovchan (2565) 
Moscow Open 
03.02.2012 


1. +- 



(101 


> V. Hamitevici (2436) 

► I. Nyzhnyk (2585) 
Nabokov memorial 
22.04.2012 


1... -+ 


1. +/- 






- SOLUTIONS - 


(1) 

> E. Janev (2484) 

► D. Solak (2602) 

Cappelle la Grande 
04.03.2012 

22.4l 1 xes!! Seems like blundering a 
piece, but... 22...Sxe5 23.Sxe5 f6 



24.Wxg6!! fxes [24...hxg6 25.Sie4!! 
Black gets mated soon. 25„.g5 (25... 
S/7 26. Se8+ f8 27.Exf8+! Exf8 
28.S/14#) 26.Sh4+! gxh4 27.Sh5# 
We started immediately with the 
most difficult one of the 3rd Test. If 
you found all the mates in this line, 
you deserve 8 points!] 25.Whs± 
White ended up with an exta pawn. 
[2 5 -We 4 !±] 

(21 

> Mat. Bartel (2658) 

► F. Caruana (2736) 

Aeroflot Open 
13.02.2012 

20.Wf3! Doublethreat with Jlxg6 and 
ilxc6! If you realized both, 4 points! 
20...^1xa4 [20...‘tt?g8 2i.ilxc6! bxc6 
22.Sxc6 Sfs 23.We4! ®b8 24.Sxb6 


Wxb6 25.Wxa8++-] 2i.iLxg6+- Sh8 
22. Jigs! i-o[22.^.g5 ^8 23.Se7i+-] 

( 3 ) 

> P. Prohaszka (2553) 

► Cs. Balogh (2664) 

European Championship 
23.03.2012 

i4.£)xd5! cxds [14... Jlc5 15.^07! 
ilxe2 ( i5...lk,xd4+ i6.e3±) 16.ile3! 
ilxfi ly.^xfi £)a6 i8.^xa8 Sxa8 
i9.ilxc6! bxc6 20.Sxa6±] I5.ilxd5+ 
ilf716. Jlxb7 £)b6 17. Jlxa8 ^)xa8 It 
was enough to calculate until here for 
3 points. i8.Sxa7 [i8.ile3± was the 
easiest with close to decisive advan¬ 
tage.] 18... JLc 5 19. Sxa8 ilxd4+ 20.e3 
Jlb6 2i.iLd2± 

( 4 ) 

> V. Papin (2575) 

► T. Coleman (2356) 

Reykjvaik Open 
08.03.2012 

6i...4L)d3+! 62 .^Llxd 3 C 5 +! o-i[62... 
C5+ 63.^1x05 giQ-+ I can only 
give 2 points for solving this.; 62... 
giQ?? 63.35+ ‘ttPab 64.^05+ ®xc5+ 
bs.^xcs-i--] 

15 ) 

> Cs. Balogh (2665) 

► P. Ponkratov (2611) 

Aeroflot Open 
15.02.2012 
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i5.ilf4!! The powerful bishop on e5 
had to be eliminated. 15... itxf4 [15... 
^Llxd5 16.iLxe5 Wxe5 i7.Wxds+ Wxds 
i8.exds±] i6.^1xf4Wxf4i7.Wd8+ Wf8 
18. Jlc4+ t^g7 i9.Wxc7l± Hfi is com¬ 
ing. It was time to stop here. Our in¬ 
tuition should tell us, White must be 
winning. This was for 7 points. 19... 
^h6?! [i9„.Wf6! 20.Sfi ilfs 2i.exf5 
Hc8 22.Wf4 4^xf5 23.b3±] 20.Sfi 
Wg7 21x3! 4bf5 22.WC5! b6 [22...We7 
23.1^5!+-] 23.Wd5 4u)e7 [23...^e3 
2 4 .Wd2!+-] 2 4 .Wxa8+- 

(61 

> Li Shilong (2549) 

► Lu Shanglei (2514) 

Xinghua 

27.03.2012 

30. Hxg7! d2 [3o...^xg7 31. Aes 
d2 32.ilxf6+ ^?xf6 33.We6+ < tl?g7 
34.We7++-] 3i.nh7+! ^?g8 32.ile6+! 
^f8 [32...Wxe6 33.Wxe6+ ^?xh7 

34 . Wf 7 + ^?h8 35.Ae5#] 33.Hh8+! 
i-o[33.Sh8+ Wxh8 34.Wfs+ ^?e7 

35. Wf 7 # 6 points!] 

( 7 ) 

> G. Kacheishvili (2612) 

► M. M. Pavlovic (2478) 

Reykjavik Open 
11.03.2012 

23. jk,xf7+!! [23.Habi seems like it 
traps the queen, but after 23... ilxd6!! 
Black survives.] 23... < ^?g7 [23...^?xf7 

24. Sabi! ± thanks to the Wf3+, Black's 
trick to take on d6 is not working 
anymore. 6 points are your reward!] 


24. il,e6 1-0 White is winning, but 
resignation was a bit premature. 

(81 

> E. Inarkiev (2689) 

► A. Kovchan (2565) 

Moscow Open 
03.02.2012 

20. exd6+!! Temporarily sacrificing 
the queen, you gained 3 points. [20. 
Wxdi± also gave an advantage, but 
the fight would have continued.] 20... 
Wxe2 [20...‘tl?d8 2i.d7+- (2i.We8+!? 
&xe8 22.d7+ &e7 23-dxc8Q+-) ] 

21. d7+ ti?e7 22.dxc8Q+- 

(91 

> A. Moskalenko (2451) 

► D. Andreikin (2689) 

Russian league 
11.04.2012 

32...Sg6!! Black either traps the 
queen or gives mate after this si¬ 
lent move. 33.WI15 [33.Wf 4 Wxh3+!! 
34. Sxh3 Sgi+ 35.^e2 Sei#] 33... 
Ses 0-1 If you have seen both lines, 
6 points! 

(101 

> V. Hamitevici (2436) 

► I. Nyzhnyk (2585) 

Nabokov memorial 
22.04.2012 

36.£)xe7!! < ^?xe7 [36...Wd8 was more 
resistant 37.CIC6 ^Ixds! 38.£)xd5 
£}xc 6 39.Wb7± But the perfect po¬ 
sition of the pieces guarantees a big 
advantage] 37.^64! Wxds 38.C)xd6! 
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Tests 


Wdi+ [38...Wxd6 39-^,C5+-] 39.^?h2 
If you have seen this and had the 
feeling, that White must be winning, 
5points. 39... ilf8 ^...'t&dz 4o.^e4+- 
] 4o.^e4++- and the f8 bishop falls. 


RATINGS 

50-40 

Wow! You are ready for the hardest 
Test! 


39-32 

Great result, worth a try on the next 
level. 


31-21 

Very good, but not enough for the 5 th 
Test. Practice from the “Hard” sec¬ 
tion! 


20-10 

Solve more examples from the “Me¬ 
dium” section. 


9-0 

Don’t give up, you belong to the “Me¬ 
dium” level. Try to concentrate and 
practice more! 



- TEST #4- 


( 1 ) 

> Cs. Balogh (2662) 

► A. Bokros (2452) 
Hungarian league 
19.02.2012 

1. +/- 
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( 2 ) 

> B. Socko (2636) 

► M. Bartel (2658) 
Polish Championship 
23.02.2012 


1... -+ 
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Tests 


(3) 

> D. Baramidze (2607) 

► A. Volokitin (2695) 
Austrian league 
20.04.2012 


(4) 

> V. Erdos (2634) 

► S. Mamedyarov (2747) 

Gibraltar 

29.01.2012 



> K. Kulaots (2585) 

► M. Roiz (2652) 
European Championship 
22.03.2012 


> A. Naiditsch (2702) 

► S. Mladenov (2419) 
Deizisau 
07.04.2012 


1. +/- 


1. +- 
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(71 

> R. Robson (2596) 

► Al. Reshetnikov (2514) 
Moscow Open 
01.02.2012 


1. +- 



(91 


> B. Lalic (2468) 

► E. Vorobiov (2580) 
Cappelle la Grande 
05.03.2012 


1. +- 



( 8 ) 

> V. Bologan (2687) 

► M. Mchedlishvili (2626) 
European Championship 
29.03.2012 


1. +- 



( 10 ) 


> A. Dgebuadze (2548) 

► K. Solomon (2449) 
Cappelle la Grande 
05.03.2012 


1. +/- 





- SOLUTIONS - 


(1) 

> Cs. Balogh (2662) 

► A. Bokros (2452) 

Hungarian league 
19.02.2012 

22.£}xe7+! Hxe7 23.Wxd6 Wxd6 
24. Hxd6 ^lxe4 [24... Jixe4? 25. Hd8+ 
iif8 26.iLxc5+-] 25.Hxc6± White re¬ 
mains a pawn up because of the threat 
on the backrank. Only 2 points. 

(21 

> B. Socko (2636) 

► M. Bartel (2658) 

Polish Championship 
23.02.2012 

30...I15!! with the crucial threat of h4 
[ 3 o...Wxd 5 ? 31.WXC4!] 3i.Ha8 [On 
3i.Hxc4 Black can already take on 
d5 3i...Wxd5! 32. He4 the only way to 
prevent W g2 mate, but now 32...h4!—t- 
If you have seen this line, 5 points. 
Other variations were not relevant.; 
3i.@xh5? Wxf2+—1-] 3i...h432.Hxf8+ 
Wxf833.Wf3 [33-Wh5 hxg3! 34.Wxg6 
Wxf2+ 35.^hi Wxh2#] 33„.hxg3 
34.fxg3 Wxf3 35.^1 xf3 Sxg3+—(- 

(3) 

> D. Baramidze (2607) 

► A. Volokitin (2695) 

Austrian league 
20.04.2012 

If Black had a pawn on h7, the best 
move would be obvious. Now it is 
much harder to find... 19.^117-1-!! 


< i > xh7 20.WI15+ ‘ttPgS 2i.^g5 Wxg5 
22.Wxg5 It was enough to stop here, 
with the intuition, White must be bet¬ 
ter. 4 points! 22...4L)bd7 23.We7 [23. 
114!+- was probably the most precise 
way to win. I show one line to dem¬ 
onstrate the idea. 23...b6 24.115 ilb7? 
25.h6 g6 26.Hxd7! Cixd7 27.Hdi! 
Hfd8 28.Hxd7 Hxd7 29.Wf6+-] 23... 
as 24.Hfei [24.Hd6±] 24...Ha6 25J4 
es 26.f5 e4 27. Sds Hc6 28. He3± with 
a winning advantage. 

14 ) 

> V. Erdos(2634) 

► S. Mamedyarov (2747) 

Gibraltar 

29.01.2012 

38...C4! Important to close the 4th 
rank. [38...‘tt?xf8 39.@xa4 Sg5+ 
40. < tt?h2=] 39.Wxa4 Wg5+ 40.‘tt?hi 
Wh 4 + 4i.^gi Wg4+ 42.^h2 [42. 
‘ttPhi iies!! was the point! 43^4 WI13-1- 
44.^gi iid4+ 45.Hf2 Wg3+ 46. < ^ > hi 
@h4+ 47.^?g2 Wxf2+—)- 5 points if 
you calculated this.] 42... ike5+ 43.f4 
itxf4+ 44.Hxf4+ Wxf4+ 45.'tt?g2 
Wd2+ 46.4?h3 Wc3+ 47. ^g2 4?xf8-+ 

151 

> K. Kulaots (2585) 

► M. Roiz (2652) 

European Championship 
22.03.2012 

18. ^le7+! ikxe7 [i8...‘tt?h8 i9.Hxd6 
cxb5 20.fxg7+ < tt?xg7 2i.£}f5+±] 

19. fxe7He8 20.^.C4+ ds 
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2i.Hxd5!! This is the whole idea, 
which had to be foreseen. 2i...cxd5 
22.ilxd5+ ile6 [22...^h8 23.ISf8++-] 
23.ilxe6+ ‘ttPhS 24.Hf7± Black is to¬ 
tally paralysed. This was one of the 
hardest puzzle of the 4th Test. If you 
stopped here, you deserve 7 points! 
24...I15 25.^2! < tt?h7 26.‘tt?e3 ^g6 
27.^64+- Sac8? 28.^5! 1-0 

(61 

> A. Naiditsch (2702) 

► S. Mladenov (2419) 

Deizisau 

07.04.2012 

24.Jle6! ‘ttPhS [24...fxe6 25.^f6+! 
®xf6 26.Hxf6 gxf6 27.Wg6+ Jig7 
28^5! Hxds 29.ng1nd730.h6-)-- This 
line was for 5 points. The continuation 
of the game was obviously not criti¬ 
cal.] 25.^)g5 [25.nxf7!+- would have 
won on the spot.] 25„.e4 26.<£)xf7+ 
Wxf7 27.nxf7 iLd6+ 28.'tl?g2 exd3 
29.nxb7 dxc2 3 o.nci± 

(71 

> R. Robson (2596) 

► Al. Reshetnikov (2514) 

Moscow Open 
01.02.2012 


16. itxe 5 ! Wb6 [i6...dxe517.^2! Wb6 

18. Wxh5+ ^8 19^3+-] 17 .^ 84 ! Wa6 
i8.ikxd6! From now on White has 
different wins as well. Unfortunate¬ 
ly, only 4 points. 18... nd8 [i8...Wxa4 

19. iLxb8+-] 19.4 l)C 5! [i9.Wb4+-] 
i9...Wb5 20.^xe6! Sxd6 21.4l)C7+ 

7 22.Wxd6 i-o[22.Wxd6 iixd6 

23 .€fxb 5 cxb5 24 .nxd 6 +-] 

(81 

> V. Bologan (2687) 

► M. Mchedlishvili (2626) 

European Championship 
29.03.2012 

28.iLxd5! exds 29.£)b6+!! axb6 
3o.axb6 ?!=?d8 [30... ^8 3i.e6+-; 30... 
Jld6 3i.Ha8+ Jlb8 32T5! e6 and ilf4 
are coming.] 31. Sa8+ ikc8 32. Wbs!-)-- 
It was possible to stop here, since our 
intuitions should work. Despite being 
two piece down, White is completely 
winning. 6 points. 32...4M6 33.Wxd5 
Wf7 34.Wc5!^f8 



35T5! Really spectacular position with 
the pawnstorm in the center. 35... 
Wd736.e6 [36.exd6!? Jixd6 37.Hxc8+ 
Wxc8 38.Wxd6+ Wd7 39. ik,g5+ Sxg5 
4 o.ef6++-] 3 6...Wc6+ 37-WXC6 
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bxc6 diagram 38.f6! Sh7 39.f7 Sg6 
40. Jia3 Sxe6 4i.iixd6 1-0 

( 9 ) 

> B. Lalic (2468) 

► E. Vorobiov (2580) 

Cappelle la Grande 
05.03.2012 

24. Wf7l! Excellent idea, for 5 points. 
[24.4^7+ leads to unclear position 
24...Sxf7 25.Wxf7 ilc6! 26.€ie6 
Wg8 27.Wxg8+ ‘ttPxgS 28.Sabi ike5°°] 
24„.Sxf7 [24... Ag7 25.€ice6!+-] 

25. ^1xf7+ 'i’gS 26.£)xd8 iif3 [26... 
ilxai 27. Sxai+-] 27.^lde6 iixdi 
28. Sxdi Sxa2 29. Sd3 1-0 

110 ) 

> A. Dgebuadze (2548) 

► K. Solomon (2449) 

Cappelle la Grande 
05.03.2012 

26.ilxh6! Wxc2 [26...gxh6 27.Wxh6+ 
^g8 28.Se3l+-] 27.SC1!! Only this 
great in-between move gives an ad¬ 
vantage! If you managed to find it, 
you gain 7 points. I considered this 
to be the most difficult puzzle from 
the 4th Test, just as the 5th diagram. 
[27.iig5+?! 4 ?g 8 28.ilxe7 e3!! 29.iLh4 
(29.Sxe3 S di+ 30. ( &h2 Wxf2-+) 29... 
exf2+ 3o.^.xf2 Sd2=] 27...W&4 [27... 
Wxb2 28.1.f4+ (28.Exc6±) 28...^>g8 
29.Sxc6±] 28.ilg5+ ‘ttPgS 29.^.xe7 
Sd5 3 o.Wg 5 +- 


RATINGS 

50-40 

Wow! You are ready for the hardest 
Test! 

39-32 

Great result, worth a try on the next 
level. 

31-21 

Very good, but not enough for the 5 th 
Test. Practice from the “Hard” sec¬ 
tion! 

20-10 

Solve more examples from the “Me¬ 
dium” section. 

9-0 

Don’t give up, you belong to the “Me¬ 
dium” level. Try to concentrate and 
practice more! 



- TEST #5 - 


( 1 ) 


( 2 ) 


> F. Handke (2518) 

► B. Bok (2488) 
German league 
05.02.2012 


> V. Malakhov (2705) 

► I. Salgado Lopez (2621) 
European Championship 
24.03.2012 
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(3) 

> D. Solak (2602) 

► M. Bartel (2665) 
European Championship 
31.03.2012 


1... -+ 



(5) 


> A. Frois (2347) 

► T. Sanikidze (2549) 
Cappelle la Grande 
06.03.2012 


(4) 

> S. Zhigalko (2658) 

► S. Sjugirov (2622) 
Aeroflot Open 
13.02.2012 

1. +- 
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( 6 ) 


> Yu Yangyi (2615) 

► Li Shilong (2549) 
Xinghua 
03.04.2012 
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(7) 

> V. Potkin (2669) 

► Ant. Pavlidis (2431) 
European Championship 
21.03.2012 


1. = 



(91 


> Y. Zherebukh (2594) 

► D. Alsina Leal (2535) 
Aeroflot Open 
09.02.2012 


1. +- 
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( 8 ) 

> Z. Kozul (2601) 

► A. Saric (2528) 

Croatian Championship 
20.01.2012 

1. +- 
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(101 


> R. Wojtaszek (2704) 

► A. Fedorov (2609) 
Czech league 
22.04.2012 


1. +- 





- SOLUTIONS - 


ra 

> F. Handke (2518) 

► B. Bok (2488) 
German league 
05.02.2012 


(31 

> D. Solak (2602) 

► M. Bartel (2665) 
European Championship 
31.03.2012 


29. ^xf6 + !! Sxf6 [29... ik,xf6 

30. WI15+-] 30.2xf6 Jlxf6 31.Whs 

Sg8 32 .Wf 7 +! ±g7 
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33.£}f3l! This deep and silent move 
was the point of the combination. 
Black cannot prevent the ^lh4 and 
£)g5 threats! If you have calculated 
until here and had the feeling, that 
the attack is decisive, 7 points. 33... 
Wc7 [33... < ^?h8 34.^lh4+-] 34.^g5+! 
hxg5 [34... < ^>h8 35.Wg6+- { 35 .^ 6 +-)] 
35-Sxg5! 1-0 


(2) 

> V. Malakhov (2705) 

► I. Salgado Lopez (2621) 

European Championship 
24.03.2012 

25.ikc6!! i-o[25.ilc6 Wxc6 (25...W/7 
26.Jk.xe8 Exe8 2/.Eei+-) 26.Sxd6! 
Wxd6 27.Wg7# This was too easy, 
only 2 points.] 


22...Sxg3l! [22...2xd2? 23.Wa8+ 
^dy 24.Wxg8; 22...Wxd2? 23.2adi+-] 
23.^1)04 [23.fxg3 2xd2+ 24. < tt?xh3 
Wes!! was the whole idea! Bravo and 
6 points are your reward if you have 
seen this.(but not 24...W/3?? 25. Wa8+ 
&dy 26.WC15 ); 23. Sadi Sg2+ 24.‘tt?hi 
Sxd2-+] 23...Sg2+ 24.‘tt?hi Sgg8 
25.‘tt?h2 J.e6 26.Wa8+ ^dy 0-1 

141 

> S. Zhigalko (2658) 

► S. Sjugirov (2622) 

Aeroflot Open 
13.02.2012 

24.Seci!! Sxbs 25. Sxc4 Scs [25... 
Wxc 4 26.Wxc 4 2 xc 4 2 7 .2a8+ ±f8 
28.iih6+- 4 points for this.] 26.dxc5 
d5 [26...iLxai 
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27.cxd6!! Wxc4 28.WXC4 Sxc4 
29^7+-] 27.Scci 1-0 
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(51 

> A. Frois (2347) 

► T. Sanikidze (2549) 

Cappelle la Grande 
06.03.2012 

27„.e4!! 0-1, but resignation was a 
bit premature. [27..,e4 28.d4 ( 28. ^.xg/ 
exd3! 29.Uxd3 We4+-+; 28.dxe4 
Uxdi 29.Wxdi Jlxai 30.Wxai 
Wxe4+-+) 28...ncd8! wins a pawn. 3 
points if you did not make mistake in 
the calculations!] 

[61 

> YuYangyi (2615) 

► Li Shilong (2549) 

Xinghua 

03.04.2012 

Precise calculation is need¬ 
ed! 3i.£ixe5!! f4 32.WXC5!! dxcs 
33.Sxd7 Wxd7 [33...Wh4 34.Saa7! 
^lf6 35-Sxh7+ ^xh7 36.4}g6+ ^8 

37. ^xh4+-] 34.4u!xd7 fxg3 35.£lxf8 
gxf2+ 36.^xf2 Sxf8+ 37.^63+- 
White ended up in a winning end¬ 
game. An amazing hard puzzle for 7 
points. 

( 7 ) 

> V. Potkin (2669) 

► Ant. Pavlidis (2431) 

European Championship 
21.03.2012 

36.^h3!! Wxc7 37.Wxg6+ Sur¬ 
prisingly, Black cannot escape 
from the perpetual check. 37...^8 

3 8. Wf6+ Wf 7 39.Wh8+ Wg 8 [39... 

< tt?e7 40.We5+ ‘ttPdS 4i.Wb8+ < tt?e7 


4 2.We 5 +=] 40.Wf6+ Wf 7 4i.Wh8+ 
Wg8 42.Wf6+ 6 points. 42...Wf7 
1/2-1/2 

(81 

> Z. Kozul (2601) 

► A. Saric (2528) 

Croatian Championship 
20.01.2012 

20.33!! Black cannot handle the 
threats on the back rank. 20...WC5 

21. £)e4! Sbxd8 [2i...Wxe5 22.Sxb8 
Hxb8 23.Sd8+ Hxd8 24.Wxd8#] 

22. Hxd8! Hxd8 [22... Wic6 23.4ulf6+! 
gxf6 24.Wg4+ ‘ttPhS 25.Sxf8#; 22... 
Wxe5 23.Sxf8+ < tt?xf8 24.Wd8#] 

23. £)xc5+- 3 points. 

( 9 ) 

> Y. Zherebukh (2594) 

► D. Alsina Leal (2535) 

Aeroflot Open 
09.02.2012 

26. Jlg6!! Too many storm clouds 
around the king! 4 points! 26... Se4 
[26... < tt?e7 27.Sxd7+! < tt?xd7 28.®c8+ 
&ey 29 .Wb 7 + < ^ > f6 30 .®xf 7 + ‘ttPgs 
3i.^.h7!+-; 26...n g5 27.iixf7+ 
< tt?xf7 28.nxd7++-] 27. J.xe4 Wxe4 
28.Wxe4 dxe4 29. nc6!?+- 

[101 

> R. Wojtaszek (2704) 

► A. Fedorov (2609) 

Czech league 
22.04.2012 

23.g4l! An excellent idea to under¬ 
mine Black’s central pawns. After the 
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e4 falls, the position becomes hope¬ 
less, but one more exact move had 
to be foreseen! 23„.fxg4 24.Sg3l! To 
prevent the g3 threat. Black cannot 
avoid losing huge material now. This 
was the hardest puzzle of the hard¬ 
est Test. Strong intuition was need¬ 
ed for the rest of the game. 8 points! 
24„.2ae8 [24...4l>Ii5 25.iLxe4+- traps 
the queen.; 24...Wh5 25.£)xe4 £)xe4 
26.ilxe4 gxh3 27.il.f3-t- Wxhz next 
move.] 25. Jlxf6 Wxf6 26.€ixe4 Wey 
27.?ixg4 [27.^g5+ was even easier, 
but the text move is also winning. 27... 
^f8 28.4^5+-] 27... J.xg4 28.hxg4 
Wh4+ 29. Sh3 Wxg4 30.^5+ Jk.xg5 
3i. , 'i r xh7+1-0 


RATINGS 

50-42 

Bravo, tactics are in your vains! 

41-35 

You are an extremely dangerous tac¬ 
tical player! 

34-26 

You have great tactical skills, but 
there is still place for improvement! 

25-15 

Not bad, but solve more examples 
from the “Hard” section! 

14-6 

Practice, practice, practice!:-) 


5 -o 

Medium section is probably the right 
one for You. 



-TOP 10- 


This is the ..cream de la cream” area with the most spectacular puzzles. 

This section is not about the level of the examples! It is made for pure joy and 
for true chess lovers! 



Top 10 


> B. Adhiban (2561) 

► M. Sadler (2660) 
Wijk aan Zee 
19.01.2012 


> E. Sutovsky (2700) 

► S. Grigoriants (2561) 
European Championship 
23.03.2012 
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> A. Shomoev (2570) 

► D. Khismatullin (2664) 
Aeroflot Open 
07.02.2012 


> A. Fier (2603) 

► A. R. Salem (2505) 
Gibraltar 
31.01.2012 
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( 5 ) 

> Zhou Jianchao (2625) 

► Bu Xianghzhi (2668) 
Xinghua 

27.03.2012 





(71 


> A. Naumann (2546) 

► R. Rapport (2547) 
German league 
26.02.2012 


( 6 ) 

> Z. Almasi (2717) 

► Alb. David (2598) 
Gibraltar 
30.01.2012 


1. +- 



( 8 ) 


> E. Tomashevsky (2740) 

► A. Korobov (2660) 
Aeroflot Open 
11.02.2012 
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(9) 

> I. Salgado Lopez (2621) 

► J. Granda Zuniga (2640) 
Iberoamericano Championship 
22.04.2012 
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( 10 ) 

> E. Rozentalis (2592) 

► B. Socko (2636) 
Austrian league 
21.04.2012 


1... -+ 
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III 

> B. Adhiban (2561) 

► M. Sadler (2660) 

Wijk aan Zee 
19.01.2012 

The last Black move was the great 
53... Jld5xg2! It seemed to be all over, 
but White found a fantastic idea... 
54.Wxh6+!! White frees the h4 
square for his king, in order to escape 
there from the matenet. Other moves 
were losing. [54.exf7? iLds+i 55.Wf2 
(55-&g3 S803+-+) 55„.Sxf2+ 56.^3 
Sf3+! 57. < ^’h2 (57.^4 2 CH13-+) 57... 
ilxf7-+; 54.Sxg2? Sxg2+ 55.^xg2 
Wg6+ 56.Wg3 Sa2+ 57.^3 Sa3+-+] 
54„.gxh6 55.exf7 and Black has noth¬ 
ing more than a draw. 55... Ad5+ [55... 
Afi+ 56-^hi!] 56.^3 ilxf7 57-^4 
2 g 8 58.2xg8 ?l?xg 8 59.Sxd4 1/2-1/2 

(21 

> E. Sutovsky (2700) 

► S. Grigoriants (2561) 

European Championship 
23.03.2012 

The puzzle is really beautiful... 
32.2e8+! ‘i’hy 33.Sie5l! ^xe5 [33... 
Wxf3 34.Sh5#] 34.^if6-t-!! 1-0 This 
is the point! Black cannot hold the 
pin of the C2 bishop.[34.^lf6+!! gxf6 
(34...^h6 35 -^g 8 + ^h7 (35-&g5 
36.Uxe5+! Wxes 37-Wg4#) 36 .Wh 5 #) 
35.WI15+ <&g 7 36.Wh8#] 


(31 

> A. Shomoev (2570) 

► D. Khismatullin (2664) 

Aeroflot Open 
07.02.2012 

It is possible to feel that something 
should work now, but the position 
requires powerful handling! 37... 
£)x g3l! 38. Wxg3 Sxe3 39. Sxe3 2xe3 
White must cover the e2 square with 
the king. 4o.Wg4 [40.^2? Wg5+-+] 
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40... Wes!! This is the first silent point 
of the whole combination! Black re¬ 
freshes the Se2 threat. 41. Adi [41. 
2 fz Wxd5+—(-; 41.f6 Se2+—)- Black 
mates first.] 41... Ad6! And the sec¬ 
ond subtle point! Black had to forsee 
this move and its consequences be¬ 
fore 37„.^xg3! 42.Wf4 2g3+!! The 
most precise way to win! [42...Wxd5+ 
43.AT3 Wd2+-+] 43.‘tl?xg3 [43.^h2 
Wxds—t-] 43...We3+ 44 -^g 4 Axf4 
45.Sxf4 Wgi+ 0-1 
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( 4 ) 

> A. Fier (2603) 

► A. R. Salem (2505) 

Gibraltar 
31.01.2012 

A fantastic position with many nice 
tactics. 39.Sxe7? [39.f6! would have 
won on the spot 39„.exf6 40.ilh7+ 

^xh7 4i.Sxd2 Sxd2 42.‘tt?xd2+-] 4i.f6?? And Black has only one move 

39...4i)gi? Tempting, but losing move, to not lose, but it is actually winning. 
[39...SXC2! would have saved the [It is already White, who should 
game 40.SXC2 Sxc2 4i.f6 Seems like have found the only move to survive. 
White is winning, but... 4i.2e8+! ^g7 42T6+ 42...‘tt?g6 


4i...Sg2!! 42.g6 Sgi+! 43. < tt?d2 (43. 43.f7! < tt?xf7 (43...Sg2 with the 
<&e2 £bxf4+! 44-gxf4 Exg6= ) 43... threat of 4}f3! 44T5+ ^xf7 (44... 
Sg2+! perpetual check, the king &xgs?? 45.Eg8++-) 45.iLxh5+ &g7 
can not go forward.] 40. ik,di? [40. 46.2e7+=) 44.ikxh5+ 45.Se7+ 

Se8+!! This strange looking check ^?f8 46.Se8+ &gy 47.Se7+= Black 
would have won the game 40 ...^{7 can not escape from the perpetual 
41. ildi!! was the point!! 4i...Sxdi+ check.] 

(4i...Exa2 42.&xhs+ &g7 43 -f 6 + 

< &h744.g6+ < &h645.Eh8#) 42.‘^?xf2 

^xeS 43.Sb2+-] 40...Sxa2 
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4i...Hg2!! With the threat of 4zlf3 
and Sgi mate. 42.^1 [42.Se8+ ^?h7 
43.Se7+ ^g6-+] 42...€^3! 43.Ae2 
igi# 0-1 

(51 

> Zhou Jianchao (2625) 

► Bu Xianghzhi (2668) 

Xinghua 

27.03.2012 

Black seems to be lost, but a very long 
combination saves him! Who could 
believe, that the a6 pawn plays the 
main role in the position?! If it were 
on a7, White would have won. 34... 
Wb6+! [34.,.f5 35.2xe4!+-] 35-Hf2 
Wbi!! 36.iLxe6 Wxei+! 37.Wxei 
Sbi Black found this great idea, but 
the end is very far... 38.Wxbi Axbi 
White is a piece up, but both bishops 
are hanging. 39. Ads! Hd8! 40.Af6 
[4o.Sb2 ^?xh8=] 40...Hxd5 4i.Hb2 
Double attack, but here joins the 
..small” a6 pawn to the game. 41... 
Mbs! 42.Hxb5 i/2-i/2[42.Hd2 Sb8=] 

(61 

> Z. Almasi (2717) 

► Alb. David (2598) 

Gibraltar 

30.01.2012 

We are facing a really complex mid- 
dlegame with many nice tactical mo¬ 
tif s. 23. Hxhy!! < tl?xh7 24.Wh4+ ^6! 
Many tempting moves, but only one 
leads to win. [24...^g8 25.Axg7!! 
‘t&xg7 26.Wh6+ ^?g8 27.g6+-] 
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25. Ae2 [25^x05!! was the winning 
move to create theAd3 threat. 25... A fs 
(25... Axes 26.±d3+ kfs 27. Ax/5+ 
&xfs 28.Wh3+ <&g6 29J5#) 26.Ad3! 
Axd3 27.^xd3+-; 25. Axg7 Black sur¬ 
vives after 25„.Sxb3!! 26.WI16+ ( 26. 
axb3 4l>x&3+ 2/.cxb3 4l)C5+ 28. Ac4 
£hg4!-+) 26. 27. Ah3+ ( 27.axb3 
Wxf4+ 28.&bi Wf2! 29.&h3+ ^e4) 

27...Sxh3 28.Wxh3+ ^?g6 29.WI16+ 
^fs 30.WI13+ leads to draw.] 25... 
Hh8! Black defenses well for a while. 

26. Wxh8 ^xb3+! 27.axb3 Wxf4+ 
28.^bi But now he goes wrong... 28... 
£3d2+? [28...Wxd4 would have saved 
Black 29.WI15+ ^5 30.Wxf7+ Af6 
3i.Sfi+ White must act quickly due 
to the threat on b2. 3i...^?e4 32x3 
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32...■'S^!! just fantastic! 33-bxc3 (33. 
Wg 6 + ^3 34.bxc3 Exb3+= ) 33... 
Sxb3+ 34-^a2 Sa3+ 35.^^ Sb3+= 
With perpetual check.] 29.^32 
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Wxd4 30.Wh5+ ^5 3i.Wxf7+ 
Jlf6 32.gxf6! g5 Mutual mistakes 
are coming now in the timetrouble. 
[32...Wxgi 33 .fxg 7 + ‘ttPea 34.ild3+ 

^e 5 35.Wc 7 + 3 6.Wxb8! Wbi+ 

37.^?a3+-] 33-Wh7+? It would have 
been very important to transfer 
the bishop to d3. [33.ild3+! < tt?f4 
34.Wc7+ We5 35.fy! Wxcy 36.f8Q++- 
now, Black does not have iLfs re¬ 
source.] 33... 34.Sdi [34.WC7+ 
We5 35.f7? Wxc7 36T8Q+ ilfs! was 
the difference] 34...‘tt?e3? This brave 
move is a decisive mistake. [34... 
Wc5 35.Sxd2 Wa5+ 36.‘tt?bi Wxd2 
37.WC7+ < tt?f5 38.Wxb8 Wei+ 39.‘tt?a2 
Wa5+=] 35. [35.±h5+-] 35„.Wb4 

36.]Iei+ ^3 37.WC7!! This silent 
move prevents Wa5 and threats with 
Wg3 in the same time! It is over now. 
37...WI14 38T7 ±fs 39.Hfi+ 1-0 

(71 

> A. Naumann (2546) 

► R. Rapport (2547) 

German league 
26.02.2012 

S f3 threatens to trap the queen. What 
should Black do? 25... ild4!! 26.Hf3! 
[26.^xd4? cxd4—)-] 26. ..<£1x04!! Bril¬ 
liant idea! All the pieces start to hang. 
This is White’s turn to decide where 
to take... 27.£)xd6! Excellent idea to 
decoy the C4 knight! [27. Sb3? Both 
rooks are trapping now the queen, 
but still there is an escape. 27...£)xf4+! 
28.^1xf4 (28. Sx/4 Sx/4/ 29.§hxf4 
Wxf4+) 28...Wgi+ 29. < tt?h3 £le3! with 
decisive attack.; 27.WXC4? Wxe4—)-] 



27...Sxf4l! Amazing position! There 
are 10 pieces on the board from which 
7 are hanging. [27...£)xf4+ was less 
spectacular, but probably leads to the 
same result. 28.^xf4 Sxf4 29.Sxe3 
^lxe3+ 30. < tt?g3 Sg4+ 31.^3 4lIxc2 
32. Sb8+ ^>g7 33-^xg4 ^le3+ 34.^3 
?3xd5 35.Sb7+ and the game should 
have a peaceful finish.] 28.£)xf4 
White could give a perpetual check, 
but he allows to his opponent to do 
the same. [28. Sb8+ ^g7 29.Sb7+ 
•^8=] 28 ...<£lxf 4 + 29 .Hxf 4 Wxf4 
30.C1XC4 Wg4+ No way to avoid 
draw. 3i.<i?h2 [31.‘ttPfi ®gi+ 32.‘tt?e2 
Wf2+ 33. < i > di Wfi+ 34.^d2 Wf2+ 
35.‘tt?ci Wei+ 36.Wdi Wc3+ 37.WC2 
Wei+=] 3i...Wh4+ 32.^2 Wg4+ 
33- < i > h2 Wh4+ 34.^g2 Wg4+ 1/2-1/2 

(81 

> E. Tomashevsky (2740) 

► A. Korobov (2660) 

Aeroflot Open 
11.02.2012 

24.e6? [i4.^xiy\ was winning in 
a study-like way. It is impossible for 
a human to forsee any of the lines, we 
can only trust in our intuitions and 
imaginations. 24„.Wd2! {24...^xfy? 
25MC4++-) 25.Wxd2! ilxd2 26.SC7! 
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26...e3! Everything was forced until 
this moment, but what to do now? 
Black’s e-pawn is promoting with 
mate... 27.f6!! with the idea of ^h6! 
(On 27.£lh6+ gxh6 



28.f6 Black has a brilliant defense: 
28...Sa8!! Only move, the rook must 
be protected, a) 28... Hb8 does not save 
Black 29.e6 Jlb4 (29...ei? 30/7+ <*Sf8 

31. lk,a3++-) 30. Hg7+ ^?f8 3i.e7+ ‘s&eS 
3 2.1g8++- wins.; b) 28...e2 29I7+ 
^f8 3o.^.a3+ He7 31. ilxe7+ ‘t&xfy 

32. ^.b4++-; 29.e6 Jlb4! and White 
has nothing more than draw. (29... 
ei? 30-/7+ &/8 31.&C13++-) 3o.lg7+ 
^?f8 3i.Hxh7 ( 3i.e7+? &e8!) 31... 
‘t&gS^) 27...nc8The tension is still on 
the maximum. 
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a) 27... h6 is very tricky, to give „air” for 
the king, but... 28.^g5l! (28&xh6+? 
&h7!) 28... ^h8 ( 28...hxg5 29J7+ <&f8 
30.&C13 ++-) 29^7! Ha8 30.Hxb7 hxg5 
{30.,.e2?31^/3) 3i.iid4! e2 32.ilf2±; 

b) 27„.e2? 28.^h6+!+-; 28.^h6+! 
gxh6 29^7+ ?t?g7 30.e6+! &g6 31. ISxc8 
e2 I recommend you to stop here and 
try to solve the remaining part of the 



32.Hci!! Only move, but still it seems 
like White can hardly stop the e- 
pawn, while Black’s dark squared 
bishop together with the king will 
catch the passers. But the truth is 
the opposite! 32...ilxci 33. Jic3! 
iia3 34^4!! Black has to give up his 
own hope to stop the f-pawn. 34... 
eiQ+ 35.iixei &g7 and here comes 
the keymove: 36. ild2!!+- (but not 
36.Jkc3+ &f8 37.&CI2 because of37... 
Obi!) ] 24...fxe6 25.Hc71/2-1/2 Clev- 
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Top 10 


er draw offer, since 25... Se7 would 
give a slight advantage for Black.[25. 
Sc7 Se7?; 25.€}xe6 Jld6 26.h3 Sxe6! 
27.^04! Wf4 28.Wxe6+ ^f8 29.HC8+ 
Axc8 30.Wxc8+=] 

( 9 ) 

> I. Salgado Lopez (2621) 

► J. Granda Zuniga (2640) 
Iberoamericano Championship 
22.04.2012 

28.4i1xf7!! The move suggested itself, 
but it had to be calculated precisely! 
28...'i > xf7 29.jk.xf6 iixf6 [29„.Wxf6 
30.^g5+ < tt?e7 3i.Sf3!+-] 30 .Wxh 7 + 
^8 [On 3o...‘tt?e6 3i.Sed3!!+- Black 
can not hold himself against the 
threats.] 



31.^114! Only this way, but before 
making this move, you had to see 
the final position. Unless you have 
exceptional intuitions. 3i...J,xh4 
32.Sf3+! jkf6 33.Sxd7!! In order to 
open the bishop’s diagonal. Every¬ 
thing is forced! 33-..^xd7 [33...Wxd7 
34.2xf6++-] 34x5! Se6 Black seems 
to hold, but the final strike is just 
coming! 35. ikds! Wa6 36x6! 1-0 


[101 

> E. Rozentalis (2592) 

► B. Socko (2636) 

Austrian league 
21.04.2012 

I thought such kind of puzzles were 
existing only in the 19th century! 17... 
^d2l! i8.^xc6 £}f3+19. < tt?hi jkg2+!! 
This is the brilliant point! 20.‘tt?xg2 
£}xei+ 2i.‘tt?h3 £>xc2 22.§hxe7+ 
^8 23. jkxcs £}xai 24.^06+ ‘itPeS 
25.^xd8 < tt?xd8-+ After this long and 
forced line Black achieved a winning 
endgame. Unfortunately, he blun¬ 
dered later and drew the game after 
such a beautiful combination... 
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